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Donkey heads & pigeon dung...
IN 2 Kings chapter 7 the four lepers discover that the Aramean camp 
has been supernaturally evacuated by the Lord. They are then faced 
with the quandary of whether to keep the news (and the booty) to 
themselves, or go back and break the good tidings to the famine-
wracked inhabitants of Samaria, who are eating rotten donkey heads 
and pigeon dung, and even eating their own children.
Their eventual response in verse 7 was: “We are not doing right. This 
day is a day of good news, but we are keeping silent; if we wait until 
morning light, punishment will overtake us. Now therefore come, let 
us go and tell the king’s household.” One translation reads: “We’re 
keeping it to ourselves, we’re making it into a private party.”
It’s a powerful picture. And it’s one that applies to many of us. There’s 
a neighbourhood, a town, a city on our doorstep that’s surviving on 
spiritual donkey heads and pigeon dung. And yet we can so often be 
guilty of turning the good news about Jesus into a private party.
We’re sitting on a gold-mine, a treasure-house of the best news that 
anyone could ever possibly hear.
Do everything in your power to tell someone today that this is a day of 
glad tidings of great joy! To tell someone you’ve discovered the pearl 
of great price, and His name is Jesus – John Gardiner
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by G. Richard Culp
THE New Covenant is often called 
the New Testament, and is rightly 
compared to the last will and testa-
ment of one departing from this life. 
“In the case of a will it is necessary 
to prove that the person who made 
it has died, for a will means nothing 
while the person who made it is alive; 
it goes into effect only after his death 
(Hebrews 9:16&17).”

The Mosaic Law was thus in force 
only until the death of Christ. All His 
lifetime on earth, Jesus lived as a Jew, 
but, being full of the Spirit of God, He 
taught, exemplified, and instituted New 
Testament doctrine. 

When a will is made and duly author-
ised, it is not in force until the death 
of the maker. If he makes a new will, 
however, and dies, it is the latter will 
which is binding, and the first then has 
no legal force at all. Thus, when God in 
Christ brought a new will and sealed it 
with His own blood, it became binding, 
and the first then became of no legal 
status in His sight, despite the fact that 
it was “holy, and just, and good (Ro-
mans 7:12).” To try to keep both is to 
recognise neither the passing of the Old 
Law nor the legal force of the New.

A woman living with two 
husbands...

Romans is still stronger in its wording. 
It compares one who would be under 
two covenants to a woman who has 
two living husbands, declaring such to 
be an adulteress, she being married to 
another man. 

“Wherefore, my brethren, you also 
have become dead to the law by the 
body of Christ; that you should be 
married to another, even to Him who 
is raised from the dead (Romans 7:4).” 
Being under two covenants would con-
stitute adultery in the spiritual sense.

Some maintain that this refers to 
keeping the “Ceremonial Law” and 
not the “Moral Law.” The Scriptures 
make no such artificial division, the 
moral concepts of the Old Law being 
superseded by those of the New, just as 
the ceremonies are also done away. 

We are to be “dead” to the Law 
(Romans 7:1-4). But what Law? The 
“Ceremonial Law” only? Notice the 
context: the discourse is continuous, 
and verse 7 identifies this Law with 
the Ten Commandments: “I would not 
have come to know sin except through 
the Law; for I would not have known 
about coveting if the Law had not said, 
‘You shall not covet.’” 

Again, in 2 Corinthians 3, where the 
glory of the Old Covenant is described 
as being “done away” – what portion of 
the Law is being referred to? Is it not 
that which was “written and graven 
in stones,” associated with the glory 
emanating from the countenance of 
Moses on Mount Sinai? This again is 
unmistakably the Ten Commandments, 
indicating that the entire Old Covenant 
is included in that which is superseded 
by the New.

Most important is the fact that this 
New Will of God is associated with 
the experience of regeneration. With-

out it, even the Old Covenant, which 
was on a lower spiritual plane, was not 
kept. It was “a yoke... which neither 
our fathers nor we were able to bear 
(Acts 15:10).” But the blood of Christ 
cleanses the conscience, which the Law 
could not do (Hebrews 9:13&14). Our 
entire viewpoint is altered: the mind is 
renewed (Titus 3:5), as we are trans-
formed by the Spirit of Christ. In this 
sense, the New Law is “written in our 
hearts,” and we are empowered to keep 
the everlasting covenant to the glory of 
Christ our Saviour.

The tragedy of “Christendom” is that, 
two thousand years after the birth of 
Christ, it still does not realise that the 
Covenant of Christ is complete and 
perfect without the Old Law, which 
has passed away. Its haziness on the 
two covenants is responsible for much 
of the glaring inconsistency that robs us 
of the power and testimony of the New 
Covenant. In any real crisis, the carnal 
and the worldly will thumb back to the 
Old Testament to justify their position 
on carnal warfare, divorce and remar-
riage, worldly adornment and attire, and 
conformity to the world in general. This 
is the challenge that we meet today. 

May we have a true church – a New 
Testament body of believers.

Are we to 
keep both 
covenants?
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By Andrew Murray
“The first covenant had also ordinances of 
divine service, and a worldly sanctuary… 
the priests are continually entering the 
outer tabernacle performing the divine 
worship, but into the second, only the high 
priest enters once a year, not without tak-
ing blood, which he offers for himself and 
for the sins of the people committed in ig-
norance... But when Christ appeared as a 
high priest… through His own blood, He 
entered the holy place once for all, having 
obtained eternal redemption (Hebrews 
9:1,6,7,11,12).”
It is sometimes said that the words 
“not without blood” belong to the Old 
Testament. But what does our Lord 
Jesus Christ say? Notice, first, that 
when John the Baptist announced His 
coming, he spoke of Him as filling a 
dual office, as “the Lamb of God that 

takes away the sin of the world ( John 
1:29),” and then as the one “who shall 
baptise with the Holy Spirit  (Mat-
thew 3:11).” 

The outpouring of the blood of the 
Lamb of God must take place before 
the outpouring of the Spirit could be 
bestowed. Only when all that the Old 
Testament taught about the blood has 
been fulfilled, can the dispensation of 
the Spirit begin.

The Lord Jesus Christ Himself plainly 
declared that His death on the cross was 
the purpose for which He came into the 
world, that it was the necessary condi-
tion of the redemption and life which 

He came to bring. He clearly states that 
in connection with His death the shed-
ding of His blood was necessary. 

In the synagogue at Capernaum He 
spoke of Himself as “the Bread of Life 
( John 6:35)” and that He would give 
it for the life of the world ( John 6:33). 
Four times over He spoke of His blood: 
“Unless you… drink His blood, you 
have no life in you;” “he who… drinks 
My blood has eternal life;” “My blood 
is true drink;” “He who…drinks My 
blood, abides in Me, and I in him” ( John 
6:53-56).

Our Lord thus declared the funda-
mental fact that He Himself, as the Son 
of the Father, who came to restore to 
us our lost life, can do this in no other 
way than by dying for us, by shedding 
His blood for us and then making us 
partakers of its power.

Our Lord confirmed the teaching 
of the Old Testament offerings – that 
man can live only through the death 
of another, and thus obtain a life that, 
through resurrection, has become eter-
nal. But Christ Himself cannot make us 
partakers of that eternal life which He 
has procured for us, except through the 
shedding of His blood, and causing us 
to drink it. Marvellous fact! “Not with-
out blood” can eternal life be ours.

Equally striking is our Lord’s declara-
tion of the same truth on the last night 
of His earthly life. Before He completed 
the great work of His life by giving it “as 
a ransom for many (Matthew 20:28),” 
He instituted the Holy Supper, saying: 
“Drink from it, all of you; for this cup is 
My blood of the new covenant, which is 
shed for many for the remission of sins 
(Matthew 26:27-28).”

“Without shedding of blood there 
is no remission (Hebrews 9:22).” But 
by the shedding of His blood He has 
obtained a new life for us. By what 
He calls the drinking of His blood He 
shares His life with us. 

The blood shed in the atonement frees 
us from the guilt of sin, and from death, 
the punishment of sin. The blood, which 
by faith we drink, bestows on us His life. 
The blood He shed was, in the first place 
for us and is then given to us. 

After Christ’s resurrection and ascen-
sion, He is no longer known by the 
apostles “after the flesh.” Now all that 
was symbolical has passed away, and 
the deep spiritual truths expressed by 
symbol are unveiled. But there is no 
veiling of the blood. It still occupies a 
prominent place.

Turn first to the epistle to the He-

Jesu s

Thepower
of the
blood of 
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brews, which was written specifically 
to show that the temple service had 
become unprofitable, and was intended 
by God to pass away now that Christ 
had come. Here, if anywhere, it might 
be expected that the Holy Spirit would 
emphasise the true spirituality of God’s 
purpose, yet it is just here that the blood 
of Jesus is spoken of in a manner that 
imparts a new value to the phrase.

We read concerning our Lord that “by 
His own blood He entered in the holy 
place (Hebrews 9:12).”

“The blood of Christ… shall purge 
your conscience (Hebrews 9:14).”

“Having therefore, brethren, boldness 
to enter into the holiest by the blood of 
Jesus (Hebrews 10:19).”

“You have come… to Jesus the Me-
diator of the new covenant, and to the 
blood of sprinkling (Hebrews 12:22-
24).”

“Jesus also, that He might sanctify the 
people with His own blood, suffered 
outside the gate (Hebrews 13:12).”

“God… brought again from the dead 
our Lord Jesus… through the blood 
of the everlasting covenant (Hebrews 
13:20).”

The central power
By such words the Holy Spirit teaches 

us that the blood is really the central 
power of our entire redemption. “Not 
without blood” is as valid in the New 
Testament as in the Old.

Nothing but the blood of Jesus, shed 
in His death for sin, can cover sin on 
God’s side, or remove it on ours.

We find the same teaching in the writ-
ings of the Apostles. Paul writes of “be-
ing justified freely by His grace through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus… 
through faith in His blood (Romans 
3:24-25),” of “being now justified by 
His blood (5:9).”

To the Corinthians he declares that 
the “cup of blessing which we bless is 
the communion of the blood of Christ 
(1 Corinthians 10:16).”

In the Epistle to the Galatians he uses 
the word “cross” to convey the same 
meaning, while in Colossians he unites 
the two words and speaks of “the blood 
of His cross (Galatians 6:14; Colossians 
1:20).”

He reminds the Ephesians that “We 
have redemption through His blood” 
and that we “are made near by the blood 
of Christ (Ephesians 1:7; 2:13).”

Peter reminds his readers that they 
were “Chosen… to obey Jesus Christ 

and be sprinkled with His blood (1 
Peter 1:2),” that they were redeemed 
by “the precious blood of Christ (verses 
18&19).”

See how John assures his “little chil-
dren” that “the blood of Jesus Christ 
His Son cleanses us from all sin (1 
John 1:7).” The Son is He “who came 
not by water only but by water and 
blood (5:6).”

All of them agree together in men-
tioning the blood, and in glorying 
in it, as the power by which eternal 
redemption through Christ is fully ac-
complished, and is then applied by the 
Holy Spirit.

We have here one of the deepest 
mysteries of the life of God in us. We 
are under obligation to draw near with 
very deep reverence while we ask the 
Lord Jesus to teach us and bestow upon 
us what He means by this drinking of 
His blood. 

Only the one who longs for full union 
with Jesus will learn aright what it is 
to drink the blood of Jesus. “He who... 
drinks My blood, dwells in Me, and I 
in him ( John 6:56).” 

He who is satisfied with just the for-
giveness of his sins; he who does not 
thirst to be made to drink abundantly of 
the love of Jesus; he who does not desire 
to experience redemption for soul and 
body, in its full power, so as to have truly 
in himself the same disposition that was 
in Jesus, will have but a small share in 
this drinking of the blood. 

He who, on the other hand sets be-
fore him as his chief object, that which 
is also the object of Jesus: “Abide in 
Me and I in you ( John 15:4),” he who 
desires that the power of eternal life 
should operate in his body – will not 
allow himself to be frightened by the 
impression that these words are too 
high or too mysterious. 

He longs to become heavenly-minded 
because he belongs to heaven, and is go-
ing there; therefore he desires to obtain 
his meat and drink also from heaven. 
Without thirst, there is no drinking. 
The longing after Jesus and perfect fel-
lowship with Him is the thirst which 
is the best preparation for being made 
to drink the blood.

It is by the Holy Spirit that the thirsty 
soul will be made to drink of the heav-
enly refreshment of this life-giving 
drink. We have already said that this 
drinking is a heavenly mystery. In heav-
en, where God the Judge of all is, and 
where Jesus the Mediator of the New 

Covenant is, there also is “the blood of 
sprinkling (Hebrews 12:22-24).” 

When the Holy Spirit teaches us 
– taking us, as it were, by the hand 
– He bestows more than our merely 
human understanding can grasp. All the 
thoughts that we can entertain about 
the blood or the life of Jesus, about our 
share in that blood, as members of His 
body; and about the impartation to us 
of the living power of that blood; all 
are but feeble rays of the glorious real-
ity, which He – the Holy Spirit – will 
bring into being in us through our 
union with Jesus. 

Where, I pray, in our human bodies, 
do we find that the blood is actually 
received and, as it were, drunk in? Is it 
not where one part of the body after 
another through the arteries, receives 
the bloodstream which is continually 
renewed from the heart? Each part of a 
healthy body ceaselessly and abundantly 
drinks in the blood. 

So the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus, 
who unites us to Him, will make this 
drinking of the blood the natural ac-
tion of the inner life. When the Jews 
complained that what the Lord had 
spoken concerning eating His flesh and 
drinking His blood was “a hard saying,” 
He said, “It is the Spirit that gives life, 
the flesh profits nothing ( John 6:60-
63).” It is the Holy Spirit who makes 
this divine mystery life and power in 
us; a true living experience, in which 
we abide in Jesus and He in us.

It really is for us
There must be on our part a quiet, 

strong, settled expectancy of faith that 
this blessing will be bestowed on us. We 
must believe that all the precious blood 
can do, or bestow, is really for us.

Let us believe that the Saviour Him-
self will cause us, through the Holy 
Spirit, to drink His blood unto life. 
Let us believe, and very heartily and 
continuously appropriate those effects 
of the blood, which we understand bet-
ter, namely its reconciling, cleansing, 
sanctifying effects.

We may then with the greatest cer-
tainty and joy, say to the Lord: “Oh, 
Lord, Your blood is my life drink. You 
who have washed and cleansed me by 
that blood, You will teach me every day 
to eat the flesh of the Son of man, and 
to drink His blood so that I may abide 
in You and You in me.” He 
will surely do this.
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by Peter Pollock
CRITICISM! Correction! Judge-
ment! Don’t dare dispense it, no 
matter how well-meaning or well-in-
tended the motive. Humans just hate 
being  put right. It is a huge pride is-
sue, and of course we do have the age-
old answers to anyone attempting to 
condemn us. “People in glass houses 
shouldn’t throw stones” would be the 
most quotable adage, while those 
with some Christian knowledge will 
no doubt respond with “judge not…” 
or “he who is without sin cast the first 
stone.” 

We simply don’t like to be corrected. 
Even by God! It’s just not in our human 
nature to receive admonition. 
We resent 
a n y 

attempt at it. Starting way back with 
Cain we don’t want to hear about sin, 
righteousness and judgement. With 
fingers in our ears we continue along 
this road. We don’t need that negative 
stuff. Give us positive “peace-peace,” 
“feel-good,” “bless-me” messages! Tell 
us all about God’s love and grace that 
covers all that other nasty judgement 
stuff.

But it is all part of a very clever and 
diabolical ploy on the part of the god 
of this age – Satan. His strategy to soft-
soap sin hides one of the greatest truths 
of the Bible – that God hates sin! 

The sole cause of         
alienation from God

Sin is the sole cause of alienation from 
God and is naturally a key issue, not 
only in our salvation, but the on-going 
sanctification process. Sin always reaps 

consequences.  Even though the 
sinner is forgiven, the backwash 

and the fall-out from sin and 
godlessness, is something 
we have to live with con-
stantly during our short 
sojourn here on earth.

Jesus said that the 
world hates Him because 
he exposes sin. What the 
world does is evil. It is sin! 
And the Light, that’s Him, 

exposes that darkness. Said 
Jesus: “This is the condem-
nation, that the light came 
into the world and men 

loved darkness rather than 
light because their deeds were 

evil. Everyone practicing evil hates the 
light.” Elsewhere He said: “The world 
hates Me because I testify of it that its 
works are evil.”

Continuing in sin and disobedience 
is incompatible with the Lordship of 
Jesus in our lives. We might claim all 
sorts of ministries or achievements in 
His name, and might be seen to be 
“successful” Christians, but the real 
truth could well be that He does not 
even know us! If we love Him, says the 
Bible, we do as He says. 

“God is a just judge and God is angry 
with the wicked every day,” says Psalm 
7:11. “The Lord is known by the judge-
ment He executes,” notes Psalm 9:16 
and if you read 2 Peter 2:4-9, you will 
pretty soon conclude that God is not 
a doting father. “Sin must be exposed” 
says Leviticus 5 and “If you close your 
eyes to sin I will set my face against 
you and your family” says God in Le-
viticus 20.

In a nutshell, God hates sin. Abhors 
it! Detests it! And, believe it or not, 
God deals with sin. Sooner or later it 
reaps its lousy rewards. Biblically, sin 
equals lawlessness, unrighteousness and 
godlessness. Simply, it is going against 
God. Rebellion. Anarchy. Doing our 
own thing. Disrespect. 

“I did it my way,” that old Frank 
Sinatra favourite, would be sin’s inter-
national anthem! Of course, we don’t 
want to hear it. Denial is rife in a world 
of post-modernism and liberalism. As 
we “edit” and manipulate the Bible, we 
undermine God’s authority and turn 
black and white issues into grey areas, 
to the detriment of our lives, families 

Why
God 
hates 
sin!
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and society.
But why does God hate sin so much? 

Let’s look at sin’s history down through 
the biblical ages.

First of all, sin caused Lucifer to rebel. 
It caused a split among the angels. 
Lucifer in his pride thought he knew 
better than God. How can a created 
thing, like an angel, think he is clev-
erer than the Creator? But that’s what 
happens when we get fi lled with our 
own importance. This rebellion had 
great pre-historic consequences. Th e 
“fallout” after the attempted coup saw 
the establishment of the kingdom of 
darkness, a base from which all the 
fallen angels and demons now exercise 
their evil spiritual infl uence.

With this privilege 
came temptation

Sin then caused the fall of man. God 
was pleased with what He made with 
Adam and Eve. He gave them their 
own will but with this privilege came 
temptation and, bingo, Adam and Eve 
succumbed to the wiles of Satan. Th ey 
died spiritually, thus causing their, and 
our, separation from God. At the fall, 
Adam lost touch with God, lost domin-
ion of nature and lost control, as envy 
and conflict subsequently disrupted 
people, families and nations. 

Sin, in the fall, gave Satan a great 
inroad into man. It allowed the devil 
access to infl uence and control man’s 
mind, and whoever controls man con-
trols the world because God had, after 
all, put man in charge! “The whole 
world came under the control of the 
evil one (1 John 5:19)” and “the God of 
this age” was able to “blind the minds” 
of the unbelievers so that they “cannot 
see the light of the gospel (2 Corinthi-
ans 4:4).” 

Sin then caused the great fl ood. Th e 
world was in a mess and Noah was 
called to build the Ark. Th e world was 
wiped out, and we should never forget 
that God is immutable, meaning that he 
never changes and is the same yesterday, 
today and forever. It is the same God 
who wiped out the world who still sits 
on the throne in heaven, and we need 
never to forget that. 

Anyway, God began again with Noah 
and his family. But Noah got drunk. 
And sin persisted. Th ere was only one 

answer or solution. So sin fi nally saw 
God sacrifi ce his very own Son. Just 
how powerful is sin? Only the death 
of His beloved Son, Jesus Christ, could 
atone for it! Just imagine how much 
the Father agonised as He put Jesus 
through the pain and agony of Geth-
semane and Calvary. 

Mel Gibson’s fi lm, Th e Passion was a 
stark prophetic reminder of the horror. 
It was my sin and your sin that put Him 
there. He suff ered and died very spe-
cially for each and every one of us. He 
sweated blood, the ultimate agony! He 
was mocked, scorned, spat on, fl ogged 
and shredded. His visage was so marred 
that He was hardly recognisable. 

Th e full fury of satanic hate, venom 
and anger was unleashed at Him. As 
the Son of Man, He suff ered “humanly” 
and that is how he became our Saviour, 
Redeemer and Lord. What Jesus went 
through underlines the great problem 
that is sin. Yes, when are we going to 
understand just how powerful sin is, 
and how much God loathes and de-
tests it? 

We are told in Romans chapter one 
that because we chose not to acknowl-
edge God but rather chase our own 
idols and philosophies, God handed 
us – that is, humankind – over to the 
consequences of our choices so that as 
we incur the wrath of godlessness we 
might be persuaded to repent and turn 
to Him! 

God set up His Holy Spirit to convict 
us on sin, righteousness and judgement 
to further enhance our understanding 
of the seriousness of our evil thoughts 
and ways.

“I will give them single-mindedness… 
so that they will always fear Me. I never 
stop doing good for them… I inspire 
them to fear Me… so that they will 
never turn away ( Jeremiah 32:28).”

Sin is not just a     
shortcoming

Oswald Chambers wrote: “We have to 
recognise that sin is a fact of life, not just 
a shortcoming! Sin is blatant mutiny 
against God. If sin rules in me, God’s 
life in me will be killed. Th ere is nothing 
more fundamental than that!”

God sets the rules and they govern 
life. His Word is the mirror that clearly 
reveals His mind to each of us that 
we may clearly understand and obey. 
Mostly, God is absolute and explicit, 
like on issues of sexual sin. It’s black and 
white, so that there will be no confusion. 
It is because He loves us so much that 
He hates sin so much. God knows just 
how much sin does aff ect us, not only 
regarding salvation and but also our 
ongoing relationship with Him. Sin 
incurs wrath and judgement, and it is 
a great lie to suggest that God’s love 
and grace covers up for our persistent 
waywardness.

Wrote AW Tozer: “Th e eff orts of lib-
erals and moderates to woo men with 
the soft option, is unqualifi ed evil. It 
ignores the reason for our alienation 
from God – SIN.”

God does not tolerate sin in any shape 
or form. In Jesus Christ we can fi nd 
forgiveness if we repent and turn from 
wickedness, but sin is never condoned. 
God hates it!

We give ourselves to prayer. 
We preach a Gospel that saves to the uttermost, and 

witness to its power. 
We do not argue about worldliness; we witness. 

We do not discuss philosophy; we preach the Gospel. 
We do not speculate about the destiny of sinners; we 

pluck them as brands from the burning. 
We ask no man’s patronage. We beg no man’s    

money. We fear no man’s frown…
Let no man join us who is afraid, and we want none 
but those who are saved, sanctifi ed and afl ame with 

the fi re of the Holy Ghost
Samuel Chadwick



Prepare the Way8 Prepare the Way8

by Zac Poonen
ONE of the greatest dangers facing 
the Christian in his pursuit of a holy 
life is that of ending up being religious 
and not spiritual. Religiosity is often 
mistaken by the undiscerning believer 
for spirituality. But there’s a world 
of difference between the two. The 
former is human, the latter is divine. 
Th e law could make people religious, 
but not spiritual. Religiosity is taken 
up with the external, visible things. 
Spirituality is primarily a matter of 
the heart. 

God’s word warns us that there will 
be many in the last days who have a 
form of godliness without its power 
– in other words, they will be religious, 
but not spiritual (2 Timothy 3:5). Th ey 
will go religiously to meetings, pray and 
read the Bible daily and even attend all-
night fasting and prayer meetings, tithe 
their income, etc. But they will still seek 
honour from men, live for themselves, 
love money and be interested in gos-

siping. Such people are religious, not 
spiritual. Th ey have a form of godli-
ness without the power. Here are some 
examples. 

If you are more interested in going to 
meetings than in crucifying the fl esh 
(Galatians 5:24), you are religious, not 
spiritual. If you are more interested in 
reading your Bible every morning than 
in controlling your tongue the whole 
day, you are religious, not spiritual. If 
you are more interested in fasting and 
prayer than in being free from the love 
of money, you are religious, not spiritual. 
If you are more interested in evangelism 
than in personal sanctifi cation, you are 
religious, not spiritual. 

All the activities of religious people 
mentioned in the above examples are 
good. But it’s a question of priorities. 
It is right priorities that makes a man 
spiritual. 

Religious people are interested in the 
written word alone (“the letter”) and 
end up having the righteousness of the 

law. Spiritual people, however, are in-
terested in the Word being manifested 
in fl esh and blood, and thus end up 
having the righteousness of God, the 
divine nature. 

Religious people justify their actions 
by quoting the words or actions of some 
man of God. Spiritual people however, 
never seek to justify themselves before 
men. 

Religious people are more interested 
in men’s opinions than in God’s opin-
ion. Spiritual people care only about 
God’s opinion. Religious people can 
meditate for years on the words of 
praise that some elder brother spoke 
concerning them. Spiritual people, 
on the other hand, like Jesus, refuse 
to receive testimony from men ( John 
5:34). Th ey know that other men do 
not know the corruption that they see 
within themselves, and so they realise 
that the praise of men is worth less 
than nothing. 

Thinking of the   
minimum

Religious people are legalistic and 
are under the law. Th ey think in terms 
of the minimum necessary in order to 
please God. Th is is why they calculate 
exactly how much 10% of their income 
comes to and then off er it reluctantly 
to God. In the Old Testament, this at-
titude fi nally ended up in the Israelites 
off ering blind sheep and sick bulls as 
sacrifi ces to the Lord (Malachi 1:8). 

It is possible to have an identical 
attitude to the New Testament com-
mandments. A sister can think in terms 
of the minimum necessary in order to 
keep the letter of the word that com-
mands her to be subject to her husband. 
Men and women can think in terms 
of the minimum necessary in order to 
be “spiritual” without altogether giving 
up everything. “What is the minimum 
that I have to give up of this world?” is 
a question that is always in the minds of 
such people. Such can never be spiritual. 
Th ey can only be religious. 

Jesus’ attitude was totally diff erent. 
He never sought to discover what the 
minimum requirement was to please 
His Father. On the contrary, He sought 
to fi nd out what the maximum was so 
that He could off er everything to the 
Father. 

He understood, for example, that it 
was not enough to merely avoid adul-
tery in the fl esh (even though that was 
the minimum required by the law). 

Religious 
or spiritual: 
What’s the difference?
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As He sought His Father’s face and 
meditated on the law, He got light. He 
understood that the spirit behind that 
commandment was that one should 
not even lust (covet) in one’s heart. 
Likewise, He saw that anger and mur-
der were similar. And so on. Thus He 
understood the spirit behind the law. 
It was thus that He opened a new and 
living way through the flesh and inau-
gurated the new covenant. 

An earthly bride who is deeply in love 
with her bridegroom never thinks of 
the minimum necessary to please her 
partner. On the contrary, she thinks 
of what the maximum is that she can 
do. This is the attitude of the bride of 
Christ, too. 

It is here that we see the distinction 
between the servant and the bride. 
Those under the law can only be serv-
ants. The employee works for wages 
and is therefore very calculative in his 
service. He measures his work by the 
clock. If he works overtime, he expects 
extra wages. One who is a son (or a 
wife), on the other hand, will work for 
any length of time – not for reward, but 
out of love. Herein lies the difference 
between religiosity and spirituality. 

The attitude of mind that thinks 
“What can I get out of the Lord?” leads 
to religiosity. On the other hand, the 
attitude that thinks “What can the Lord 
get out of the one earthly life that I have?” 
will lead to true spirituality. It will then 
become natural for us to go the second 
mile when the minimum requirement 
is to go just one mile. 

Making oneself        
presentable

Adam made a covering for himself 
with fig leaves. This is symbolic of 
religiosity – to make oneself present-
able before men, and even before God! 
Jesus cursed the fig tree covered with fig 
leaves (Mark 11:13&14,21) – because 
there is a curse on all religiosity. God 
hates it. God gave Adam another cov-
ering – of skins. And this is a symbol 
of true spirituality – God’s own nature 
which He gives us, not what man 
manufactures himself. 

When Jesus came to the fig tree, it was 
not the season for fruit. We can say that 
the old covenant was not the season for 
the fruit of the Spirit. That legalistic 
system that led man to bondage has 
been abolished now. God ordained it 
for a period to show man his need. The 
law was never given as a means for sanc-

tification. Hebrews 8:7 says that it was 
a faulty system – because it could not 
make a man spiritual, but only religious. 
One has to enter into the new covenant 
in order to become spiritual. 

God gave the law to see if man would 
be satisfied with an external righteous-
ness that brought the honour of men, 
or whether he would seek for more. 
Since most believers are satisfied with 
an external righteousness, they remain 
content with the law and a covering of 
leaves – human religiosity. The gospel 
is the power of God unto salvation. It 
curses and withers up the leaves and 
gives us the true sanctification that God 
intended man to have. 

But to receive this gospel, we must 
repent radically first. The word “radi-
cal” means “proceeding from the root 
upwards.” And this is exactly what is 
meant by a radical repentance. John the 
Baptist, who came as the forerunner of 
Jesus with a message of repentance, said 
that Jesus would lay the axe to the root 
of the trees. 

Not scissors but an 
axe

Every sin comes forth from a root. If 
we repent of the sin (fruit) alone, we 
have not been radical. For example, 
backbiting comes from the root of 
a wrong attitude towards a brother. 
Radical repentance will deal with the 
wrong attitude, and not just with the 
backbiting. 

To deal with the external act would 
be equivalent to snipping off the fruit 
with a pair of scissors. Jesus, however, 
has not come with a pair of scissors, but 
with an axe (to deal with the root). He 
looks for genuine fruit – not just leaves. 
Where He sees only leaves, He curses 
and withers up the leaves even today 
(where people allow Him to do it), so 
that He can make them fruitful. Many 
other sins, too, are the result of a wrong 
attitude within us of seeking our own 
or of loving money, etc. The spiritual 
man is the one who judges the root of 
sin within himself in God’s light, and 
who is not content with just snipping 
off the fruit to impress men. 

Religious people are easily deceived. 
It is possible for a husband to have a 
wrong attitude towards his wife for six 
months and yet to have such self control 
that he never says anything to hurt her. 
But then one day he explodes in anger. 
If he then imagines that he had victory 
for six months but fell into sin just for a 

moment (when he lost his temper), he 
is deceiving himself. 

He had been accumulating sticks of 
dynamite for six months. Then at the 
end of that time, when a small match 
was lit, the whole stack exploded. He 
was living in sin all the time, but it was 
not manifest externally for a long time. 
It was not the matchstick that caused 
the explosion, but rather the dynamite 
that had been collected over the six-
month period. 

Keep in God’s love
If we don’t fight the battle to keep 

ourselves “in the love of God” in our 
attitude towards others ( Jude 21), then 
we sin, even if we continue to have a 
good testimony externally. Since most 
believers do not have discernment, they 
may even consider us to be spiritual. 
To be satisfied with their opinion is as 
foolish as asking someone who has no 
idea whatsoever of music to evaluate 
our musical ability! 

We must call sin “sin” if we are to be 
radical in our repentance and be freed 
from religiosity. Anger must be called 
by its real name – that is “murder 
(Matthew 5:21&22).” If you do not do 
that with each sin, you are doomed to 
a “religious” life all your days. You will 
never become truly spiritual. 

A religious person can be very exact 
when it comes to matters of external 
righteousness. The Pharisees even paid 
tithes of their mint, dill and cummin. 
They would not move even one mil-
limetre away from external righteous-
ness. Yet they went miles away from 
love, mercy and goodness. 

So can it be with those pursuing right-
eousness today. It is possible to be 100% 
exact in external righteousness and yet 
to miss the path of love altogether. The 
path of new covenant righteousness is 
the path of love – and we must be alert 
to ensure that we do not move even one 
millimetre away from this path. This is 
the way of spirituality. 

More people go to hell through false 
religion than through outward world-
liness. This is why we must be careful 
to distinguish between religiosity and 
spirituality. Our external works, even 
though good, can yet be a form, if they 
are not motivated by a fervent love for 
the Lord. Such works are dead works, 
for the power of love is not behind 
them. 

We are commanded to repent of dead 
works – that is, religious works that 



Prepare the Way10 Prepare the Way10

have not come from a heart of devotion 
to Christ (Hebrews 6:1; 2 Corinthians 
11:3). 

God loves cheerful givers – not only 
of money but of obedience as well. 
When obedience to God becomes a 
burden, it is clear that we have strayed 
away from the path of spirituality and 
are now treading the road of religios-
ity. Everything that we give to God 
under the new covenant must be given 
out of love – joyfully and voluntarily. 
Otherwise we become legalistic and are 
back under the old covenant – with the 
spirit and attitude of a servant and not 
that of a son. 

Jude speaks in his epistle of three peo-
ple who were religious, but not spiritual 
– Cain, Balaam and Korah ( Jude 11). 
Let us consider them, one by one. 

Cain was not a godless man. He was 
a deeply religious man who believed in 
off ering sacrifi ces to God (Genesis 4:3). 
Abel also off ered sacrifi ces to God. But 
the diff erence between the two sacri-
fi ces and between Cain and Abel was 
the diff erence between hell and heaven, 
the diff erence between religiosity and 
spirituality. 

Cain and Abel symbolise two ways 
in which people have trodden – the 
way of religiosity and the way of spir-
ituality. Cain is a type of those who 
off er external things to God – money, 
services, time, etc. Abel, on the other 
hand, symbolically laid himself on the 
altar, when he killed the lamb and laid 
it on the altar. 

Not willing to offer 
themselves

Religious people can give gifts, pray, 
and do many good works – but they 
do not understand what it is to off er 
themselves. Th ey may pay their tithes 
exactly, But they will not put their self 
to death in the moments of temptation. 
Th at is the diff erence between the old 
and the new covenants. 

You could enter the old covenant 
without dying to self. But it is impos-
sible to enter the new covenant with-

out dying to self. 
Jesus did not come 
to off er tithes, but to 
give Himself as an 
off ering, acceptable 
and well-pleasing to 
God. Cain and Abel 
symbolise the broad 
and narrow ways of 
approaching God 

– the way of religiosity and the way of 
true spirituality. You can be a servant 
without death to self. But you cannot 
be a son without it. 

God answered Abel’s sacrifi ce with fi re 
from heaven. But nothing fell on Cain’s 
off ering. When a man consistently dies 
to self day after day, there will be a fi re 
from heaven on his life and his ministry. 
Th is is the genuine baptism of the Spirit 
and fi re that John the Baptist said that 
Jesus would give, to those whose roots 
He had fi rst axed. 

On the other hand, a brother who 
merely does the right things externally, 
may have a good life, but the fi re and 
the anointing of heaven will be miss-
ing from his life. Satan’s counterfeit 
“baptism” which tickles the emotions 
(which is what most are enjoying today) 
is worthless garbage compared with the 
genuine baptism of the Spirit and fi re 
that Jesus sends upon His disciples who 
choose the way of the cross. 

Balaam was another religious man. 
He was a preacher who wanted to serve 
God, but who was also interested in 
making money and meeting great men 
in the world (Numbers 22). He sought 
honour and fi nancial gain for himself 
in the name of the Lord. 

Th ere are many, many false prophets, 
like Balaam today. Th eir doctrines are 
all fundamentally right, according to 
the letter of the word. But undiscern-
ing believers cannot recognise that they 
are motivated by the spirit of Balaam 
(loving money and honour). Th ese are 
the ones about whom Paul writes in 
Philippians 2:21, saying that they all 
seek after their own interests. 

Th ere were people in the church in 
Pergamum who lived by this doctrine 
of Balaam (Revelation 2:14). Th ere is no 
diff erence between seeking for honour 
and seeking for money in the church. 
Both are but diff erent variations of the 
same spirit of Balaam. 

Korah was another religious man. 
He was from the priestly tribe of Levi 
(Numbers 16). But he was dissatis-
fi ed with the ministry allotted to him 
by the Lord. He desired to be more 

prominent, like Moses was. Th is covet-
ousness (cloaked with a religious garb), 
was what proved to be his destruction 
fi nally. He and his co-rebels, and their 
families, are the only ones recorded 
in Scripture who went alive into hell 
(Numbers 16:32,33) – so seriously 
did the Lord take this sin of rebellion 
against the authority that He Himself 
had appointed over His people. 

Most elders, preachers and pastors to-
day are self-appointed. To rebel against 
them may not be serious. It may some-
times even be necessary! But to rebel 
against one who has been appointed 
by God would bring upon one the 
severest judgement of God. A spiritual 
man would never even dream of doing 
such a thing. But religious people will. 
Such is the spiritual foolishness that 
accompanies religiosity. 

Korah symbolises those who are in an 
unhealthy competition with others in 
the church. When you fi nd it diffi  cult 
to praise and appreciate a God-fearing 
brother, it is an indication that you have 
something of the spirit of Korah in you. 
When you criticise him, then you are 
full of the spirit of Korah. If you can 
listen to others criticising him, then 
you are like the 250 rebels, who joined 
Korah, and who were also judged by 
God. 

The need of this hour
We can never become spiritual if we 

do not discern between religiosity and 
spirituality. It is the need of the hour 
– for it is concerning the last days that 
it is written that many would have the 
form of godliness, without the power 
(which is the word of the cross). Th e 
Spirit has also specifi cally warned that 
many Christians would turn away from 
the way that God has appointed for us 
to be godly, and turn to other religious 
means – such as avoiding marriage and 
certain types of food. 

Man has invented many other coun-
terfeits too, such as the public confes-
sion of sin (to become “humble”) and 
not taking medicines when sick (to 
increase “faith”), etc. All these are but 
doctrines of demons, meant to lead 
Christians away from the true secret of 
godliness (read 1 Timothy 3:16 - 4:5). 

Th e only way to true spirituality is by 
off ering oneself to death daily as Jesus 
did (Romans 8:36; 2 Corinthians 4:10-
12). Every other way is a counterfeit.
© Zac Poonen. Webpages:http://poonen/
org/zac and www.cfi ndia.com 

Continued from previous page...

Religious 
or spiritual: 
What’s the difference?
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THE 19th century witnessed the 
greatest advance the Christian church 
had ever known. Missions, education 
and evangelism flourished and pros-
pered. Great names emerged: Liv-
ingstone, Spurgeon, Booth, Finney, 
and Brooks. 

Few names, however, loomed more 
mightily than that of Dwight L. 
Moody. From the depths of his great 
faith flowed a torrent of saving and 
cleansing triumphs. When he died 
in 1899, the greatest monuments to 
his Divine labours were thousands of 
human beings in Europe and America 
who had experienced spiritual rebirth as 
a result of his God-inspired power.

Yet, it is a curious fact that with all this 
ongoing publicity, the story of Dwight 
L. Moody as a non-resistant Christian 
is almost unknown. The official, author-
ised biography of the great evangelist 
written by his son, William R. Moody, 
reveals the full story.

Dwight L. Moody was a young man 
of 24, living in Chicago when the firing 
on Fort Sumter launched the tragic U.S. 
Civil War. Like all large cities, Chicago 
felt the excitement of this struggle; near 
the southern limits of the city Camp 
Douglas was started for the massing 
and instruction of recruits. 

Some of Moody’s own 
converts were among those 
who enlisted. Moreover, “a 
company was also raised 
among his f riends and 
former associates in busi-
ness, and on all sides he was 
urged to enter the service of 
his country.”

His son points out that the 
cause of the Union appealed 
to the youthful Moody very 
strongly – for he had been 
an ardent abolitionist, hav-
ing listened to the powerful 
oratory of men like William 
Lloyd Garrison, Wendell 
Philips and Elijah P. Love-
joy. More amazing, his son 

records, were the public demonstra-
tions against slavery in which he had 
joined.

I could not shoot 
down a fellow person
But, in spite of all these heavy pres-

sures toward the war, Dwight L. Moody 
could not enlist. Read his own words 
on the matter: “There has never been a 
time in my life when I felt I could take 
a gun and shoot down a fellow being. In 
this respect I am a Quaker.” Precisely! 
This was the identical attitude of the 
Quakers, Mennonites and Dunkards in 
the Civil War: Anti-slavery, pro-Union 
but faithful to the commandment of 
Jesus Christ to... “Love your enemies, 
bless them that curse you, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you and perse-
cute you (Matthew 5:44).”

This conviction was maintained in 
his personal life. Once Moody was 
the silent spectator to a rather violent 
argument. To a friend he commented, 
“Mac, the world is in great need of 
peacemakers.”

This conviction was also manifested in 
his preaching. One of his most famous 
sermons was called, “Good News.” This 

tremendous message contains a famous 
passage which plumbs the very depths 
of forgiveness as taught by our Lord. 
Moody quotes Christ’s famous farewell 
charge to His disciples: “Go ye into 
all the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature.”

The imagination of the preacher is 
brought to the sermon. He imagines 
Peter saying, “Lord, do you really 
mean that we shall preach the gospel 
to every creature?” The answer is “Yes.” 
Then Peter asks, “Shall we go back to 
those Jerusalem sinners who murdered 
you?” “Yes, Peter, go back there and 
tarry until you have been endued with 
power from on high. Offer the Gospel 
to them first.

“Go search the man who spat on my 
face; tell him I forgive him; there is 
nothing in my heart but love for him. 
Go search out the man who put that 
cruel crown of thorns on my brow; tell 
him that I will have a crown ready for 
him in my kingdom, if he will accept 
salvation; there shall not be thorns in it, 
and he shall wear it forever and ever in 
the Kingdom of the Redeemer.

“Find that man who took the reed 
from my hand and smote my head, 
driving the thorns deeper into my brow. 
If he will accept salvation as a gift, I 
will give him a sceptre, and he shall 
have sway over the nations of the earth. 
Yes, I will give him to sit with me on 
my throne.

“Go seek that man who struck me 
with the palm of his hand; find him, 
and preach the gospel to him; tell him 
that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses 

from all sin and my blood 
was shed for him freely.

“Go seek that soldier 
who drove the spear into 
my side; tell him there is 
a nearer way to my heart 
than that. Tell him that 
I forgive him freely; and 
tell him I will make him 
a soldier of the cross and 
my banner over him shall 
be love.”

Here  D wigh t  L . 
Moody has created a 
stirring picture of the 
Prince of Peace and 
His utter willingness 
to forgive seventy 
times seven.

When Moody 
said no to war!
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by Helen Gardiner
AMONG the more contentious is-
sues within the Church is that of 
the role of women, and the place of 
women’s ministry. In the world right 
now, women are rising to the fore like 
never before and, maybe in the name 
of being “relevant” in the prevailing 
cultural climate, much of the Church 
is unquestioningly following a similar 
route.

However, our God is unchanging 
– the same yesterday, today and forever 
(Hebrews 13:8). Th e truth of His word 
cannot be changed or bent to accom-
modate popular culture. As committed 
disciples of Jesus Christ, and a part of 
His corporate Bride, our passion should 
be to be thoroughly pleasing to Him 
and obedient to His will and ways and 
Word, in every area and in all matters.

As a woman, I have wrestled with my 
own role, earnestly seeking God’s heart 
and His Word and His Holy Spirit on 
this issue. I would like to share what 
He has revealed to me, particularly 
for the sake and edifi cation of other 
women, that we may be and become 
everything He purposes, desires and 
requires – nothing less, and nothing 
more than that.

I don’t claim to have all the under-
standing and all the answers, but stay 
with me and let’s consider the whole 
matter with honesty and openness to 
the Word and the Holy Spirit, and the 
heart of Jesus Christ, our captain and 
King.

Th e fi rst prerequisite in considering a 
subject like this is to ensure that we ap-
proach it from a motivation of love: love 
for God and love for men and women, 
a desire to see God’s absolute best for 
all concerned.

We also need to ensure that our hearts 
are absolutely pure; that we are carrying 
in our souls no bitterness, unforgiveness 
or unresolved hurts towards anyone. I 
have encountered men, for instance, 
who resented their mothers for some 
reason, and they are still harbour-
ing hardness in their hearts towards 
women in general. Exactly the same 
can be said for many women who are 
rampant feminists because they hate 
men (often because, also, there is un-
resolved hurt). So this is a subject that 
has to be approached with a heart of 
love and purity.

Stronghold of feminism
We need to realise that feminism is 

a demonic stronghold we don’t want 
to entertain, but so equally is religious 
Pharisaicism. Th e latter, sadly, all too 
often spawns the former. Religious hy-
pocrisy, too, often produces rebellion.

Th en, as a woman, I need to ensure 
that I am not carrying or walking in 
unredeemed ambition and desire for 
personal exaltation that makes me 
desire to have a ministry or a place of 
prominence. I mustn’t seek to use Scrip-
ture to justify myself in any way. My 
only motivation must be to be pleasing 

to Jesus and to be obedient to Him.
Let me say that, in the early years of my 

walk with the Lord, I was very shy, fearful 
and pathetic. To stand up and say anything 
in front of anyone, was an ordeal, and I 
was very happy to sit and never open my 
mouth.

But then, about 12 years ago, God really 
began to pour out His Holy Spirit upon 
me, and there began to take place a gradual 
transformation, culminating in a diff erent 
woman who found herself always in a 
place of having something to say or pray 
or contribute, and having the boldness to 
do it, even in a public setting. 

Now I had to learn to keep quiet, unless 
God was wanting me to speak out. I was 
in danger of overstepping my authority 
(which I certainly did do at times). Praise 
God for a loving husband who bore with 
me, waiting for God to complete and 
perfect His work.

God had transformed me from being 
a weak, pathetic woman, to becoming a 
strong woman, and He had given me a 
voice, which I had to learn to use in the 
right way for Him, and for the extension 
of His Kingdom on the earth. 

I see God doing this work in many 
women in these days, as he has done in 
years gone by. I am sad to say there are 
those who tend always to label strong 
women as being Jezebellic. Th is, how-
ever, is only true if the strong woman is 
also propagating sexual immorality and 
seduction, compromise of the Truth, and 
ungodliness.

Th e real role of  
women 
in ministry

wallfl ower... warrior... feminist...
  feminine... strong... submissive...
   boldly proclaiming... I do not
 permit a woman to teach or to have 
authority over a man... saved in childbearing...
         Deborah... Sarah... Huldah... Jezebel...
    Eve... Ruth...Esther... Anna... Mary...
         Martha... Priscilla... Phoebe... 
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In my quest to know what my role, as 
a woman in the Church, is meant to be, 
there was a need to look at the handbook, 
the written Word of God.

Beginning at the beginning, in Genesis, 
God first created Adam, a man, and, while 
that man was still on his own, God gave 
him one, simple commandment to obey: 
“Of every tree of the garden you may 
freely eat, but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil you shall not eat, for in 
the day that you eat of it you shall surely 
die (Genesis 2:16&17).”

Not an inferior being
Then God said, “It is not good that man 

should be alone; I will make him a helper 
comparable to him (Genesis 2:18).”

I note that she was to be a helper to the 
man, but was “comparable” to him – not 
an inferior being.

Before Eve was brought forth, the beasts 
of field and the birds of the air were 
brought to Adam and he named them.

Then God put Adam into a deep sleep 
and took one of his ribs and made it into 
a woman. Until after the fall the woman 
is referred to simply as “the woman.” 
When it is recorded that Adam “knew” 
the woman, her name is recorded as be-
ing Eve.

Genesis 3:1 tells us that the serpent was 
very cunning. The serpent had great in-
sight, even as satan, whom the serpent de-
picted, has great insight. The serpent knew 
that Eve, the woman, could be persuaded 
by questioning and reasoning; she could 
be bamboozled and deceived. I would be 
so bold as to say that the serpent knew 
that the woman was the weaker one.

She fell for the lie of the snake, took 
the initiative (without checking out with 
Adam) of disobedience to God. She then 
gave the forbidden fruit to Adam and he 
ate of it unquestioningly. He followed 
the woman’s initiative, in this case to be 
disobedient.

From this, I glean woman are more open 
to deception. Men should not follow 
the initiative taken by woman, without 
checking it out with God first. Women 
should not take spiritual initiative without 
checking it out.

As a woman, I found God broke through 
in my life when I repented of the spe-
cifics of the sin committed by Eve, my 
forebear.

As I look through the rest of the Old 
Testament, I find it’s mostly about men. 
There are many wives mentioned by name 
– Sarah, the wife of Abraham, being one 
of the more prominent.

Many of the women exercised influence 

over their husbands, sometimes posi-
tively, but too often negatively. I was re-
lieved to find that God protected Sarah 
when she submitted to Abraham, even 
when that submission meant she went 
along with Abraham’s lie to Abimelech 
that Sarah was simply his sister, rather 
than his wife also (Genesis 20).

Miriam, with her brothers Aaron and 
Moses, became a leader of the people of 
Israel. But when she criticised Moses, 
the Lord disciplined her with instant 
leprosy (Numbers 12:10-14). 

Because of the fervent prayers of her 
brothers, God restored Miriam, but 
there is no evidence that her influence 
was again blessed of God. She died 
before reaching the Promised Land 
(Numbers 20:1).

The book of Judges tells us about 
Deborah, a distinguished judge and 
the only woman in Scripture elevated 
to high political power by the common 
consent of her peers. She was an excep-
tion, rather than the rule.

Another woman who stands out in 
the early part of the Old Testament 
is Rahab, a harlot, who showed spir-
itual insight and courage when she hid 
Joshua and the spies ( Joshua 2).

Bathsheba is another well-known 
name, but not an inspiration, even 
though she produced King Solomon.

Many want to be a Ruth 
or an Esther

Raising the banner for women in the 
Old Testament are Ruth and Esther, 
both of whom have their own book de-
voted to recording their lives and impact 
for God. Both of them were, however, 
models of submission, especially to their 
husbands. Their exemplary behaviour 
gave them a place of favour with men. 
Many women today want to have the 
influence of Ruth or Esther but if this 
is a sincere aspiration, there’s a need to 
emulate them in every way.

There are a few more rays of hope for 
women in the Old Testament:

In 2 Kings 22:12-20, we have the ac-
count of Huldah, the prophetess, wife 
of Shallum, obviously highly respected 
– so much so that the king sent the high 
priest and scribe to inquire of the Lord, 
through her.

Then we, as women, have two Old 
Testament cherries: There is Psalm 
68:11: “The Lord gives the command; 
the women who proclaim the good tid-
ings are a great host (NASB).” Accord-
ing to the CEV, the same verse reads, 

“You gave the command, and a chorus 
of women told what had happened.”  
My own NKJ reads, “The Lord gave the 
word; great was the company of those 
who proclaimed it.” (The word used for 
“company” is female). 

The seal of approval?
And for most that is the sign of God’s 

seal of approval for women preachers, 
or proclaimers of the good tidings and, 
what’s more, it indicates a “great host” 
of women.

The virtuous woman of Proverbs 31 
is a great inspiration. She is the perfect 
woman. She is in right relationship 
with her husband, a homemaker and a 
businesswoman. Here we have a green 
light for women to be in business, but 
we also see that this perfect woman 
didn’t neglect her other responsibilities. 
Of course it is possible in this day for 
very capable and gifted women, with 
the added and special empowering of 
the Holy Spirit, to emulate the woman 
of Proverbs 31.

Then, who can forget, Joel 2:28&29: 
“And it shall come to pass afterward 
that I will pour out My Spirit on all 
flesh; your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, your old men shall dream 
dreams, your young men shall see vi-
sions. And also on My menservants and 
on My maidservants I will pour out My 
spirit in those days.” 

This prophecy began to be fulfilled in 
the book of Acts, when the Holy Spirit 
was poured out and Peter stood up and 
said: “This is what was spoken by the 
prophet Joel.”

From the Old Testament, I deduce 
women did a lot of childbearing. God 
used men for His work more than 
women, but He did use women – es-
pecially those who were in right and 
respectful relationship with men.

So, we move on to the New Testa-
ment.

Jesus took human form, as a man, but 
the supernatural God-man’s seed was 
placed in the womb of a woman, in 
compliance with natural laws of child-
bearing. What an amazing responsibil-
ity given to a woman to carry and bear 
the God baby. 

No, we should not be into venerating 
Mary, but I think many of us need to 
consider her more highly than we do, 
and seek to emulate her willing subser-
vience and obedience, and her lowly or 
humble state.

God Himself is undeniably masculine, 
always referred to as such. It was obvi-
ous that He would take a male form. 
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The male make-up is also stronger 
physically and emotionally, more able to 
endure a robust and uncomfortable life 
and lifestyle destined, in the case of Je-
sus, to culminate in death on a cross.

The acknowledgement of Jesus, as 
God’s salvation and Redeemer, is given 
both by Simeon, a man, and Anna, a 
woman and prophetess.

Jesus chose 12 men to be His closest 
followers or disciples. They shared the 
rigorous lifestyle of Jesus and a number 
were martyred. Imagine, if you would, 
the talk and gossip if Jesus had had a 
harem of close women disciples!

Jesus’ female followers
However, women were among His 

devoted followers: his own mother, 
Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Susanna and 
others, Mary and Martha, too.

As we look at the life of Jesus, we 
see He had very great tenderness and 
compassion for women.

His love for them was absolutely 
pure. Jesus, the Christ, the God-man 
was celibate – even though Hollywood 
would want us think otherwise.

The women who followed Jesus loved 
Him with pure passion, which they 
were not ashamed to express openly. 
Like typical women, they loved with 
abandonment and even perceived 
foolishness – and Jesus loved them and 
commended them for it.

Empowered by their love, Mary 
Magdalene and others sought out the 
crucified Christ in His tomb, unlike the 
fearful male disciples. Jesus honoured 
them, especially Mary Magdalene, and 
she and the other women, became the 
first to declare the good tidings: “He 
is risen!”

In the book of Acts and in the epistles 
we find mention of women disciples, 
servants of the Church, and women 
who had churches in their homes. 
The apostle Paul even commends one, 

Phoebe (Romans 
16:1&2). 

In all honesty, 
though, I don’t 
find mention of 
shining preaching 
lights and work-
ers of the miracu-
lous being female. 
I am encouraged, 
however, to read 
in the account of 
the ministry of 
Apollos that the 
husband-and-
wife team of Aq-

uila and Priscilla took him aside “and 
explained to him the way of God more 
accurately (Acts 18:26).”

Mention is also made of the four vir-
gin daughters of evangelist Philip who 
prophesied (Acts 21:9).

But, by and large, the men were defi-
nitely the leading lights.

All of the teaching recorded in the 
New Testament is done by men. There 
are some who’ve suggested that the 
book of Hebrews was written by a 
woman, but that is unsubstantiated.

The book of Acts, which recorded the 
fulfilment of Joel’s prophecy, makes 
it very clear that the Holy Spirit was 
poured out on men and women. No, the 
words brought through women, were 
not recorded in Scripture, nevertheless 
we know that God was true to His 
Word and used women also.

Justin Martyr, who lived until about 
AD 150, says in his dialogue with Try-
pho, the Jew, “both men and women 
were seen among them, who had the 
extraordinary gifts of the Spirit of 
God, according as the prophet Joel had 
foretold.”

Dodwell, in his dissertations on 
Irenaeus, says “the gift of the spirit of 
prophecy was given to others besides 
the apostles; and, that not only in the 
first and second, but in the third century 
– even to the time of Constantine – all 
sorts and ranks of men had these gifts; 
yea, and women too.”

And there are other historical ac-
counts, too. 

When I read the letters of Paul, I 
gather that he is of the impression that 
women can be gullible and foolish. An 
impression, no doubt, based on personal 
experience.

However, when Paul teaches about 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit, there is 
no suggestion that the gifts are only 
for men.

Teaching about the subject of head 
coverings in 1 Corinthians 11:5, Paul 

says, “But every woman who prays or 
prophesies with her head uncovered 
dishonours her head.” (The issue we’re 
looking at here is not the subject of head 
coverings). We see here that Paul speaks 
about women praying and prophesy-
ing publicly. This means that they are 
opening their mouths and speaking out 
– publicly, in the church.

Let your women keep 
silent!

But then, 1 Corinthians 14:34&35, 
says: “Let your women keep silent in the 
churches, for they are not permitted to 
speak, but they are to be submissive, as 
the law also says. And if they want to 
learn something, let them ask their own 
husbands at home, for it is shameful for 
women to speak in church.” Here, Paul 
was addressing the subject of order in 
Church meetings.

Now in the light of Joel, Acts and even 
Paul’s own words in 1 Corinthians 11:5, 
this passage makes no sense. The expla-
nation which has been given by those 
who know far more than I do, is that 
the first passage which advocates that 
women pray and prophesy with their 
heads covered, refers to the devotional 
and religious services of the church, 
while the other, which forbids women 
to speak, refers to its disciplinary as-
semblies. The “law” which Paul refers 
to in 1 Corinthians 14:34 was a Jewish 
ordinance of the time, where women 
were not permitted to teach in the as-
semblies, or even to ask questions.

Let’s move on to 1 Timothy 2:11-15. 
Here Paul writes: “Let a woman learn 
in silence with all submission. And I 
do not permit a woman to teach or to 
have authority over a man, but to be 
in silence. For Adam was formed first, 
then Eve. And Adam was not deceived, 
but the woman being deceived, fell into 
transgression. Nevertheless she will be 
saved in childbearing if they continue 
in faith love, and holiness, with self-
control.”

So, a woman, when she is being 
taught, must learn and absorb what 
is being said, in silence. No cheeky 
questions and backchat. Paul says, “I 
do not permit a woman to teach or to 
have authority over a man.” Notice he 
says “I.” He doesn’t say “The Lord does 
not permit.” 

Paul gives his reasons why he does not 
allow women to have authority over 
men – and they are valid reasons. Paul 
also suggests that childbearing has a 
redemptive purpose.

I do believe that praying and proph-

The real role of 
women 
in ministry

Continued from previous page...
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esying are not the same as teaching. 
Even the proclamation of the “good 
tidings” referred to in Psalm 68:11 is 
more a case of giving report or testi-
mony, even evangelising, and it is not 
the same as exercising authority over 
and teaching. It is only in teaching that 
one is exercising authority over another, 
even exercising discipline.

In prophesying, the vessel (male or 
female) is seeking to speak forth the 
oracles of God (supernaturally). These 
prophesies then need to be judged or 
discerned by those in authority in the 
Church.

All of Paul’s teaching on Godly order 
and government within the Church 
clearly indicate the woman’s role of 
submission to her husband.

So, some women may say Paul was cel-
ibate and a male chauvinist. Why take 
to heart his teachings? Well, I believe 
that every Word in the Bible needs to 
be taken to heart, especially all that’s in 
the New Testament. Nothing is dispen-
sable. It is written in 2 Timothy 3:16: 
“All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness, that the man of God 
may be complete, thoroughly equipped 
for every good work.”

Paul’s love for his female 
co-workers

If you are tempted to dismiss Paul as 
one who disliked women, then consider 
his love and respect expressed for his fe-
male co-workers in Romans 16:3,6&12 
and Philippians 4:3.

The apostle Peter, who was married, 
held to the same kind of instruction 
regarding the role of women as Paul. 
Please read 1 Peter 3:1-7 in this re-
gard. 

Galatians 3:28 tells us that in Christ 
there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor 
free, male nor female. We are all heirs 
together of the grace of life. Christ’s sal-
vation, and also the outpouring of His 
Holy Spirit, is without discrimination 
or partiality according to race, gender or 
position. But this Scripture doesn’t ne-
gate God’s order or authority structures 
and vessels, needing to be operative and 
in place within the Church for the sake 
of order and effective government.

God is very thorough in giving us 
His blueprint for order in Church life. 
While chaos and lawlessness may reign 
increasingly in the world, God wants 
His Church to be different, the very 
opposite of the world.

The qualities  for elders and deacons 

are clearly laid out, and we would do 
well to heed all those prerequisites 
or criteria in choosing elders. The 
qualifications for elders and deacons 
are clearly laid out in 1 Timothy 3, and 
also in the book of Titus 1:6-9. Clearly, 
these Scriptures indicate that eldership 
and governing or disciplinary authority 
is male.

So what can I do in Church, as a wom-
an? When can I open my mouth?

I can open my mouth to sing – even 
sing a song like Miriam or Deborah. 
I can play instruments and dance. All 
these are done, as unto God, not exer-
cising authority over men. Wonderful 
creative opportunity is held out for 
women in the area of worship.

I can pray. I can prophesy. I can oper-
ate in the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Pub-
licly. I may even have a public ministry 
in healing and the working of signs and 
wonders. I can testify and, in the light of 
Psalm 68, I can tell the good tidings and 
be an instrument of evangelism.

As a parent I have been given author-
ity over children, so I can teach children. 
The apostle Paul exhorted Timothy to 
respect Lois and Eunice (his mother 
and grandmother) for instructing him 
in the faith (2 Timothy 1:3-5). I can 
teach other women. Older women, 
especially are exhorted to be “teach-
ers of good things,” admonishing the 
young women “to love their husbands, 
to love their children, to be discreet, 
chaste, homemakers, good, obedient 
to their own husbands, that the word 
of God may not be blasphemed (Titus 
2:4&5).”

I can serve with my hands and exercise 
love and care to anyone.

I may do all this, as long as I am 
submitted to my husband and/or 
those who are in authority over me in 
the Church – with their approval and 
blessing. Otherwise, I have my head 
uncovered and I am a sitting duck for 
being hijacked or destroyed by evil 
demonic forces.

What if I am called to be like Debo-
rah, an exceptional woman elevated to 
high governmental power in Scripture? 
Well, then truly I will be an exception, 
not the rule. Bear in mind, also, that 
Deborah was not self-appointed, but 
had the approval and consent of God 
and her male peers.

One thing I do feel the need to state 
is that I believe where men are absent 
from the Church, or ungodly or com-
promised, God will use women. I be-
lieve Mary Magdalene and her women 

counterparts are a case in point.
In all this consideration, I conclude 

that the one area where women are 
generally excluded is in the area of 
exercising authority over, disciplining 
or teaching and instructing men. But 
the account of Deborah indicates there 
may be exceptions.

If, as a woman, you are truly given the 
platform (without pushing yourself ) in 
a mixed gathering, do ensure that the 
Head of the Church and earthly church 
elders have really given you the green 
light. And be respectful. Do not assume 
that, because in the world women have 
full clout, you have the same in the 
Church.

If you are truly called to a public plat-
form, do be a woman in dress (although 
not in seductive dress). Ask God to help 
you become an effective communicator 
and orator. 

Women who are women 
& men who are men

Recently I read a biography on Kath-
erine Booth and concluded she really 
was one of those exceptions. She was 
also a wonderful communicator and 
orator. (Women are not effective when 
they deliver with screeching and copi-
ous, emotional tears, for instance.)

What of women who are in ministry, 
some very publicly, today? I believe 
there are some Deborah-like excep-
tions, and time and lasting fruit will 
affirm the validity of their ministries.

Looking into post-Biblical history 
of women in the Church and women’s 
ministry, I found there have indeed been 
a great host of women down through 
the ages who’ve had public ministries. 
With some exceptions, most of them 
have lived in obscurity, being much less 
prominent in name and reputation than 
the men of their times. But a number of 
them have played an influential role in 
the lives of many a great man of God.

Together with men, we women are 
called to reflect the image of God. We 
need to be in right Godly relationship 
with men. We, women and men, need 
one another, and cannot be independ-
ent of one another. 

The healthy Church that is fully 
reflective of Jesus, is a gender-mixed 
one. There is a need for mutual love and 
respect, and an appreciation for our dif-
ferent roles. We need to be women who 
are women, and men who are truly men, 
living our lives as lights in a world of 
great gender and role confusion.
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In the 4th Century, an astonishing 
movement of revolutionary  Christian-
ity was started – in the desert… 
IN OCTOBER 312, the Roman 
Emperor, Constantine, claimed that 
the Christians’ God had helped 
him crush his enemies and secure 
power at the Battle of Milvian Bridge. 
Th is marked the end of persecution 
and the apparent promotion of the 
Church to a privileged position in 
society. “Christendom” was born –  the 
Church was wedded to the political 
power of the day. 

In reality, Christendom was a dread-
ful deception. Th e Church for the most 
part abandoned its call to be a counter-
cultural embodiment of the Kingdom 
of Jesus – which He had described as 
“not of this world.” Empire and Church 

were mingled. Th e proclamation of the 
Gospel was largely drowned out in 
the clamour of the marching feet of 
imperial armies. “Love your enemies” 
morphed into “slay the barbarian.”

Some, however, resisted this develop-
ment. Men such as Antony, Pachomius 
and Macarius and other Desert Fathers 
forsook wealth and influence and 
moved to the desert. Here they formed 
visionary communities which demon-
strated the need for God’s people to 
be an alternative culture to the violent, 
power-hungry world system.

Radical pioneer
Antony was a true pioneer, whose 

influence is still felt today. Born in 
Egypt in about AD 251, his parents 

died when he was young, leaving him 
a small fortune. One day he heard a 
Christian quote Jesus’ words: “If you 
want to be perfect, go sell all you have, 
give to the poor, and come follow Me 
(Matthew19:21).” Th ey cut him like a 
knife. He sold his estate and became 
the disciple of a godly pastor. 

Yet his heart grew restless. He didn’t 
belong to the world he saw around 
him. He felt a strong pull to the desert 
beyond the Nile. Here hot and cold, 
fl ood and drought engaged men in a 
daily, physical battle for life itself. 

To Antony, this mirrored the human 
soul in its battle between flesh and 
spirit, love for God and love of self. 
Here, too, was a pioneering adventure 
where only the real would make it.

So Antony went to live alone in the 
desert. Friends sent food every few days; 
the rest depended on his survival skills. 
His experiences were later dictated to 
a follower – and what reading they 
make! He fought boredom and guilt, 
sexual temptations and hunger for 
possessions.

He gives graphic accounts of battles 
with demons, but also of sweet times 
of intimate communion with Jesus. He 
also learned the importance of manual 
work for focussing the mind; he wove 
reed baskets and sold them in town. 

Gradually his reputation spread, and 
men came to the desert to be near An-
tony. Reluctantly, in AD 305, he left 
his solitude and spent six years draw-
ing these disciples into a community 
of hermits. In time, some 5 000 were 
with him. Th ey lived alone or in pairs 
in the week, then came together on 
Sundays for worship, fellowship and 
mutual support. 

He taught them the foundational 
principles upon which he’d based his 
own life: love, patience, celibacy, gen-
tleness and humility. Hate all peace 
that comes from the fl esh, he taught. 
Gain your brother, and you have gained 
God. Off end your brother, and you sin 
against Christ. 

Finally, Antony withdrew deeper into 
the desert, where he lived to be 102. 
He appeared only twice: to strengthen 
persecuted brethren in Alexandria, and 
(at the age of 101) to preach against 
a dangerous heresy. His burial place 
was kept secret, since he feared men’s 
idolatry. 

FIRE in the DESERT



Prepare the Way Prepare the Way 17Prepare the Way Prepare the Way 17

Today, Antony is acknowledged as 
the father of the monastic life; the man 
who broke the mould and let passion 
for Jesus create a new, living “wineskin” 
for the Holy Spirit’s life. 

Father to thousands...
Pachomius was born in Egypt about 

AD 291. As a young man he was press-
ganged into the Roman army. One 
day some Christians showed such care 
to his unit that he determined to fi nd 
Jesus himself. He was converted in his 
20s. In AD 318, he was walking in the 
desert when he felt God prompt him 
to found a monastery at that very spot 
(an old Roman fort called Tabennisi). 
So he and a friend did just that. 

Numbers grew rapidly, and in time 
there were seven monasteries for men 
and two for women, several numbering 
over a thousand souls! Th ere were major 
diff erences between Tabennisi and the 
collection of hermits that St Antony 
had formed. Th is was a carefully struc-
tured organisation where the brothers 
lived together at all times, followed a 
Rule (set of precepts) and had their set 
jobs and ministries for the good of all. 

Th e monks lived in communal houses 
according to the work they did (car-
pentry, basket-weaving, etc). Each 
house held around 40, and there might 
be 30 houses to a monastery – a large 
undertaking! Th ere was a senior leader 
(abbot) over the whole monastery, and 
leaders for each house. At weekends the 
whole monastery met for worship and 
the bread and wine; in the week they 
met together in their houses. Th ey wore 
a simple white tunic and shared two 
simple meals a day – unless they chose 
to fast. Th eir crafts and industry were 
such that they had their own boats on 
the Nile to ferry goods to market. 

Pachomius was a gifted leader. What 
he built was not equalled for 1 000 
years. He was a deeply spiritual and 
loving man. He spoke in tongues and 
saw frequent visions, but kept his 
monks focussed: Th e greatest vision 
you can have, he taught, is of a pure and 
humble man. 

His leadership style was to insist 
on the same basic rules for everyone, 
for the sake of self-discipline, while 
encouraging brothers to go beyond it 
according to their zeal and strength. 
Spiritual fatherhood was a key issue 

for him. 
He taught that a leader must be a man 

of scripture, prayer, humility, service and 
miracles. In all his communities it was a 
rule that leaders should serve: lay tables, 
answer the door, and tend the sick. He 
led the way himself. He truly loved the 
monks as sons, frequently addressing 
them as “my little children.” No wonder 
he became father to thousands.

Underground healer 
Macarius was born in Egypt in AD 

300, of Christian parents. He had a soft 
conscience and strong sense of justice. 
He was called the “aged youth” in his 
village, because he had great spiritual 
wisdom even in his 20s. For a while he 
worked as a camel-drover, but in 330 he 
withdrew to the desert and sought out 
St Anthony to disciple him. 

He relocated to Scetis, south-west of 
the Nile Delta, and at fi rst lived as a 
hermit. But soon other men were join-
ing themselves to him and a community 
began. It was particularly active in the 
healing ministry. 

People from far and wide made their 
way to the desert to be prayed for by 
Macarius. According to his biogra-

pher, there was an average of fi ve or 
six healings a day. He always had other 
monks with him, to learn healing. He 
also taught them to use spiritual gifts 
of words and discernment. Sometimes 
Macarius withdrew – with the help of 
an underground passage – to a remote 
cave, because he heard the praise of 
men. 

Another mark of his community was 
fatherly humanity. He urged full re-
nunciation of money and property on 
all the monks, but at times broke his 
own rules out of love. Once he travelled 
to Alexandria in person to buy some 
sherbet to soothe the throat of a young 
brother who had fever. 

Th e third characteristic was Macar-
ius’ stress on the Holy Spirit. Every 
Christian should pray to be fi lled with 
the Holy Spirit, because it is the Spirit 
who transforms us and stamps us with 
Christ’s image, “as a gold coin is im-
printed with the king’s image and is 
then fi t for the royal treasury.”

Macarius was deported for a time, 
but returned to Scetis, where he died 
in his 90s.

With grateful acknowledgements to the 
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tion of Prepare the Way. I would like to give a monthly gift of R…...…… towards 
the printing and distribution of Prepare the Way
I would like my gift to go towards Prison ministry Leaders in neigh-
bouring countries Missionaries Poorer churches Other (please speci-
fy)…………………………….............................................................................
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“Follow me, and I will make you fi sh-
ers of men (Matthew 4:19).”
by Greg Hinnant 
THE Gospel of Matthew reveals that 
Jesus’ plan is to remake the charac-
ter and calling of every born-again 
Christian.

One day Jesus commanded Peter and 
Andrew to “follow” Him, promising 
that, if they would, He would “make” 
them: “Follow me, and I will make you 
(Matthew 4:19, emphasis mine).”

“Make” is translated from the Greek 
word poléo, which means, “to endow a 
person or thing with a certain qual-
ity,” or “to cause a person or thing to 
become.” 

And just what did Jesus promise to 
make them? Fishers of men. “Follow 
me, and I will make you fi shers of men 
(emphasis mine).” Luke adds that Jesus 
had just given Peter and company a 
huge catch of fi sh – two boatloads! – to 
illustrate the soul-fi shing of which He 
prophesied (Luke 5:1-11). 

Th eir response? Simply put, they did 
and He did. Th at is, Peter and Andrew 
followed the Nazarene wonder-worker 
for the next three years, and, as they 
followed Him, He made good on His 
promise to “make” them.

Remake them, really, because at the 
time they were fully grown adult Jew-
ish men, quite “made” by natural pro-
creation, suffi  cient parenting, normal 
human social development, and the 
spiritual and moral teaching of their 
synagogue. Hence, their characters were 

already fully formed, with both their 
endearing and embarrassing traits being 
duly disclosed in the gospels. 

Th ey already knew and were pursuing 
their vocation as commercial fi sher-
men. And when Jesus called them, they 
were about their business: “And Jesus, 
walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two 
brethren, Simon, called Peter, and An-
drew, his brother, casting a net into the 
sea; for they were fi shers (Matthew 4:18, 
emphasis mine).” So it is evident that 
any “making” of their characters or vo-
cations at this point in their lives would 
have to be a remaking; not an original 
formation but a reformation. 

Th e remarkable remaking 
of Peter

We may therefore accurately para-
phrase Jesus’ promise as, “I will remake 
you as fi shers of men.” Th at remarkable 
remaking is most evident in Peter’s 
experience.

Initially Peter had had his share of 
typical human impatience. Tired of 
waiting on His risen-but-slow-mov-
ing Lord, he impulsively rushed off  to 
fi sh all night when Jesus had explicitly 
and repeatedly commanded him to 
wait calmly and faithfully in Jerusalem. 
Fourteen years later, however, Peter had 
grown so patient that he waited days 
in Herod’s prison under the threat of 
imminent execution and the tightest 
security without giving way to impulse, 
anger, or panic.

Peter was once so proud that he 
adamantly refused to let Jesus wash his 
feet. But later he became a prolifi c pro-
moter of humility, advising Christians 
everywhere to “humble yourselves… 
under the mighty hand of God” and 
“be clothed with humility,” and warning 
us, “God resisteth the proud (1 Peter 
5:5-6).”

Formerly limited by the fear of man, 
he had denied any knowledge of Jesus 
at the High Priest’s court to avoid suf-
fering with his Master. Yet after being 
fully empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
Peter stood before the same imposing 
council that had ordered Jesus’ death 
and defi ed their repeated demands that 
he stop preaching. No longer a shaky 
reed, he was now a steady rock, every 
bit as bold as His Master: “Now when 
they saw the boldness of Peter and 
John… they marvelled, and they took 
knowledge of them, that they had been 
with Jesus (Acts 4:13).”

Originally all Jesus’ apostles-in-
training were vainly competitive and 
self-seeking, and, since Peter was 
their spokesman, it is likely that he 
was among those debating “which of 
them should be accounted the greatest 
(Luke 22:24).” Yet 35 years later he 
was so humble and free of envy that in 
his general epistle to the churches he 
praised Paul’s exceptional wisdom and 
inspiration (2 Peter 3:15-16). 

If Peter had still harboured religious 
competitiveness, he would have con-
sidered Paul his bitter rival, not his 

Th e
Remaker of Men



Our core selfi shness must be purged 
and a new love for God’s will instilled. 
Our new outlook will then aff ect our 
choices, habits, friends, interests, and 
pastimes. Th is inner remoulding of our 
persona and private life is accomplished 
solely by the work of the Holy Spirit 
as we study God’s Word and, by steady 
obedience, prayer, and worship, walk 
closely with Him. 

Second, He is recreating our work 
or ministry skills to serve His cause 
and kingdom as He pleases. This 
outer makeover involves recognising 
the natural or spiritual abilities God 
has put in us to serve His people and 
plan and practicing them to perfection 
– that is, until they are in full, consist-
ent operation.

Both of these phases of Christ’s su-
pernatural re-creation of us are based 
upon the new life He gives us when we 
are spiritually reborn by faith in Him, 
which life is fully empowered when 
we receive the Holy Spirit and yield 
consistently to Him. Th e speed and 
thoroughness of our remaking depends 
solely on how steadily and persistently 
we “follow” the Remaker. If we keep 
following Him, He keeps changing 
us.  If the following stops, so does the 
remaking.

Don’t stop!
So don’t stop. Keep following the Lord 

ever more closely—“My soul followeth 
close behind thee” (Ps. 63:8)—confi -
dent that He is steadily reshaping your 
character and calling and that His 
reconstructive work is becoming more 
evident in your life and labors every 
day. And don’t stop there.  Believe He 
can remake anyone, including the vilest, 
most hopeless sinners and slowest, most 
carnal Christians you know. You may 
see no way for that impulsive “Peter,” 
imprecating “John,” or impossibly imp-
ish “Saul of Tarsus,” but the Remaker 
stands ready to reshape them into the 
image of His character and the calling 
He has chosen. To you, it’s impossible; 
to Him, it’s easy. No human clay is 
too marred for Him to reshape: “And 
the vessel that he made of clay was 
marred…so he made it again another 
vessel, as seemed good to the potter to 
make it…Cannot I do with you as this 
potter? Saith the Lord” ( Jer. 18: 4, 6, 
emphasis mine).
©Greg Hinnant Ministries
www.GregHinnantMinistries.org
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honourable peer, and withheld such 
lofty commendation.

At the fi rst Peter and his fellow disci-
ples were so apathetic that they advised 
Jesus to send his faithful listeners and 
their loyal brethren away hungry – so 
they wouldn’t have to feed them! But 
after Pentecost Peter spent the rest of 
his life nourishing countless believers 
with the bread of life and urging all 
other Christian pastors to willingly 
“feed the fl ock of God which is among 
you (1 Peter 5:2),” seeking neither 
power nor pay but to please the Chief 
Shepherd.

Crucifi ed upside down 
for his Messiah

Once Peter was so wilful and head-
strong in his rejection of suff ering that 
he rebuked Jesus – his sovereign Mes-
siah and consummately wise Rabbi 
– for daring to mention the subject of 
the cross. Later, however, his writings 
repeatedly warned Christians that they 
would suff er for righteousness’ sake, 
urged them to willingly accept their 
suff erings, and pointed out the rewards 
such godly suff erings would bring. And 
he practiced what he preached. During 
Nero’s persecution (AD 64-68), Peter 
meekly stretched forth his own hands 
to be bound and crucifi ed upside down 
for his Messiah and Rabbi.

Peter’s life-labours were as radically al-
tered as his character. After Jesus called 
him, Peter left his preferred vocation, 
fi shing for fi sh, and, with the excep-
tion of one brief relapse ( John 21:1-
11), thereafter fi shed only for human 
beings. 

When Jesus sent Peter and the other 
apostles on their “practice ministry” 
mission, they no doubt preached to 
and prayed for many and learned much 
(Mark 6:7-13). But Peter’s serious spir-
itual fi shing began at Pentecost, where 
he cast his gospel nets and caught 3 000 
men in a single haul. Days later, he and 
John let down their nets in the temple 
courts and caught thousands more. 
Other signifi cant evangelistic castings 
followed – after Annanias and Sap-
phira’s judgement in Jerusalem, after 
Aeneas’ healing in Lydda, after Dorcas’ 
raising in Joppa, and after the Spirit 
visited Cornelius’ house in Caesarea 
– with similarly miraculous results. 
Could anyone, believer or unbeliever, 
Jew or Roman, doubt that the man 
Peter was a fi sher of men?

Jesus’ transforming power was equally 
evident in the experiences of the apos-
tles John and Paul. Once John was 
so prejudiced that he hastily recom-
mended that Jesus call down, not saving 
grace, but scorching fi re, on a group of 
Samaritans simply because they didn’t 
receive Jesus warmly. Yet over a half 
century later John was so full of God’s 
own enduring love that his writings 
inspired Christians to agapaō as no oth-
ers: “He that loveth his brother abideth 
in the light (1 John 2:10);” “Th is is the 
message that ye have heard from the 
beginning, that we should love one 
another (3:11).” 

And the Book of Acts’ fi rst description 
of Saul of Tarsus is that of a fanatically 
zealous, threat-breathing Pharisee ob-
sessed with stamping out the followers 
of Christ. But later we read how Saul 
the adversary became Paul the Apostle, 
the prime lover and leader of Chris-
tians everywhere, who suff ered many 
injustices and affl  ictions to build up the 
very church He had tried to stamp out. 
Amazing, isn’t it? Th at is, Jesus’ power 
to remake His followers or, by His 
salvation, to “endow them with certain 
qualities” all over again and “cause them 
to become” what He wills.

But we shouldn’t be surprised. Th e 
Bible reveals that Jesus was the heav-
enly Father’s “hand” in creation and 
that He made everything – space, stars, 
galaxies, earth, plants, animals, humans 
– through the agency of His Son (see 
John 1:1-3, 10; Hebrews 1:1-2). So it 
is only logical that, if Jesus is our Crea-
tor, He is also our Remaker – by His 
grace, through His redemption, by the 
power of His Word and Spirit – as we 
yield and continue following Him day 
by day.

Th ose who follow will be 
remade

Today all Christians who truly follow 
(not merely fi nd) Jesus are being remade 
by Him in two distinct ways. First, He 
is reshaping our characters to be like 
His: “whom he did foreknow, he also 
did predestinate to be conformed to the 
image of his Son (Romans 8:29).” 

Th is involves a thorough reconstruc-
tion of our interior. Our minds must 
be renewed and our thought patterns 
changed. Our dispositions must be 
altered and our attitudes cleansed. Our 
concepts of sin, nations, the world, time, 
and eternity must be reformed. 

Remaker of Men
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by Vance Havner
IT IS a privilege to speak to my friends 
in the name of Him who has called us 
His friends if we do the things which 
He commands us. Someone asked 
Charles Kingsley, “What is the secret 
of your beautiful life?” He answered, 
“I had a friend.” 

And I have often thought that if this 
life of mine ever approaches the beauti-
ful and true it will be because 
“I’ve found a Friend, O such a Friend! 
He loved me ere I knew Him; 
He drew me with the cords of love, 
And thus He bound me to Him.” 

There are many things about which I 
am too ignorant to speak wisely – and, I 
hope, too wise to speak ignorantly – but 
I can speak of Christ with freedom, for 
then I am boasting of Another and not 
of myself. 

Josh Billings used to say, “I’d rather 
know a few things for certain than be 
sure of a lot of things that ain’t so!” In a 
day when men are chasing a thousand 
and one things that “ain’t so,” I rejoice 
in “Jesus Christ the same.” 

I have found in Christ a life that is 
beautifully simple and simply beautiful. 
In Him I find, first of all, PARDON. 
“God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven 
you.” 

I have read of a Russian soldier who, 
years ago, sat in his tent one night 
before a list of debts he could not pay. 
He had written at the bottom of the 
list, “Who is to pay for all this?” As the 
hours went by, he finally fell asleep. The 
Emperor came by, looked in the tent, 
saw the soldier, came up closer, saw the 
list of debts and the pitiful question. It 
is said that the Emperor affixed his own 
royal signature to the bottom of the 
list, so that when the soldier awoke, he 
found his debts paid. 

Debts I could not pay
I know that once I faced moral and 

spiritual debts which I could not pay. 
But Jesus, with the blood of Calvary, 
wrote, “Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.” 
Is it any wonder that rainy days become 
radiant days when the heart can sing?
“Jesus paid it all; 
All to Him I owe. 
Sin had left a crimson stain; 
He washed it white as snow.” 

Because Christ means Pardon, He 
also means PEACE to me. Through 
Him I have peace with God, and as I 
make my requests known to God with 
thanksgiving, the peace of God which 
passes all understanding – and as some-
one once said, all misunderstanding too! 

– garrisons my heart and mind through 
Christ Jesus. 

This world has no peace: “There is no 
peace, saith the Lord, unto the wicked.” 
We are all so crazy these days that it has 
been reported that monkeys have been 
known to go insane watching people on 
the outside of their cages! 

Someone has spelled modern life in 
three words, “Hurry, Worry, Bury.” The 
world has insomnia of the soul. It has 
tried all the opiates and sedatives, but 
there is only one prophylactic against 
fear and worry. You don’t keep it, it 
keeps you: “My peace I give unto you, 
not as the world gives.” 

Then Christ gives me a PURPOSE: 
“To live is Christ.” A woman met her 
husband when he got off a merry-
go-round and she said, “Now, look at 
you: you spent your money, you got off 
right where you got on, and you ain’t 
been nowhere!” It is a perfect picture 
of modern living. 

A philosopher once said, “One reason 
why some folks never get anywhere is 
because they weren’t going anywhere 
in the first place.” But Christ gives us a 
purpose, and that purpose is just Him-
self. As the Mississippi flows through 
the middle of America and the tributar-
ies feed into it on both sides, so when 

What Jesus Christ 
means to me 
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one seeks first the Kingdom of God and 
His righteousness, all else flows into that 
central purpose, to know Christ and to 
make Him known. 

Christ also means POWER, the 
power to see the purpose through. 
“All power is given unto me,” He said, 
and Paul declares, “I can do all things 
through Christ.” Jesus is not only our 
Saviour, He is our sustenance, He is 
“the power of God.” His power is made 
real to us by the Holy Spirit, not that 
we may brag about it but that we may 
be His witnesses. 

It’s all yours
And then He means PLENTY, spir-

itual abundance. “All things are yours,” 
says Paul to the Christian. Again he 
speaks of “having nothing, yet possess-
ing all things.” 

It is the Christian’s paradox. He 
doesn’t have to get rich, he is rich, for 
“the Lord is rich unto all that call upon 
Him (Romans 10:12).” Most of us ap-
preciate but do not appropriate what 
we have in Christ. We carry cheques 
on the bank of heaven and never cash 
them at the window of prayer. We are 
Bible window-shoppers: we stroll up 
and down through the show-windows 
of God’s Word and never possess what 
we perceive. God, who spared not His 
Son, shall with Him also freely give us 
all things. 

Finally, Christ gives me an eternal 
PROSPECT. “Where I am, there ye 
may be also.” Someone has said, with 
reference to the life to come, that in the 
Old Testament they were willing to go 
but wanting to stay, while in the New 
they were wanting to go but willing 
to stay. Jesus had made the difference. 
And what a difference it makes to be 
with Christ! 

A mother whose little son had died, 
told her little daughter, “Your brother 
has gone to be with Jesus.” Later, in 
conversation with a friend, she spoke of 
having lost her little boy. The daughter 
spoke up and said, “But, mother, you 
said he was with Jesus. How can he be 
lost if you know where he is!” Truly, the 
Christian can say of his departed loved 
ones in Christ: 
“Death can hide but not divide; 
Thou art but on Christ’s other side. 
Thou art with Christ and Christ with 
me; 

In Christ united still are we.” 
These are some things Christ means 

to me. All I need is found in Him. He 
is Alpha and Omega and all the letters 
between He is the same yesterday, the 
historic Christ; the same today, the 
indwelling Christ; the same tomorrow, 
the coming Christ. 

People ask me sometimes, What is 
your persuasion? I tell them that I am 
of Paul’s persuasion: persuaded that 
nothing can separate me from God’s 
love in Christ; persuaded that He is able 
to keep what I have committed against 
that day; and, knowing the terror of the 
Lord, constrained by the love of Christ, 

I would persuade men. 
Christ is my message. Some years ago, 

two boats were passing each other on the 
Mississippi, when one passenger said to 
another passenger, “Look, yonder’s the 
captain!” When asked for an explana-
tion, he said, “Years ago, we were going 
along like this and I fell overboard. That 
captain rescued me. And since then, I 
just love to point him out!” 

Some years ago, this writer was over-
board, in water too deep for his wit and 
will to navigate. But the Captain of our 
salvation leaped overboard from glory 
to rescue him. 

And I just love to point Him out!

Childlike Humility
by David Smithers 
WHAT is it that continues to postpone 
a mighty visitation of the Holy Spirit? 
Why are our home groups and prayer 
meetings still less than glorious and 
fruitful? 

I believe the great hindrance in our midst 
is ourselves! We have not yet come to the 
end of ourselves in brokenness and child-
like humility. The Church as a whole is 
still not UNITED in recognising its own 
spiritual poverty. Standing in the shadow 
of broken promises and frustrated plans, 
many still refuse to admit their own failure. Many are searching for a new method 
to remedy the Church’s dilemma, when all God wants is a little honest humility. 

Where humility is, the Spirit of God is always present. Where a deep sense of 
need is recognised the “I love you” of the Father is always heard. 

Don’t we believe the promises of God? “The humble He guides in justice and 
the humble He teaches His way (Psalm 25:9).” “He does not forget the cry of the 
humble (Psalms 9:12).” “The Lord lifts up the humble. He casts the wicked to the 
ground (Psalms 147:6).” “For thus says the High and Lofty One who inhabits 
eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him who 
has a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble and to revive 
the heart of the contrite ones (Isaiah 57:15).” “God sets Himself against the proud 
and haughty, but gives continual grace to the lowly and humble ( James 4:6).”

The problems facing the Church in our day seem endless and at times overwhelm-
ing. Many with the best of intentions have created every imaginable ministry, 
equipped with an answer for every need. Yet many supposed needs are often only 
a shadow of the real problem. 

Are we busy answering questions that don’t need to be answered? Have we been 
distracted, picking leaves that will only grow back, while never touching the root of 
our own stubborn pride? I am afraid that many have tried to improve the Gospel 
at the expense of Christ’s call to childlike humility. 

The promises of God offer the Church great hope! That is, if we as a united people 
will, by God’s grace, meet the conditions. 2 Chronicles 7:14 says, “If My people 
who are called by My name will HUMBLE themselves and pray, and seek My 
face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive 
their sin, and will heal their land.” 

Either God has lied to us or we are lying to ourselves! 
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U.S. church’s puny 
evangelical emphasis
Thom Rainer, president 
of Lifeway Christian Re-
sources of the Southern 
Baptist Convention  be-
lieves the American church 
has become evangelistically 
anaemic.

According to a 2004 re-
search project Rainer led, it 
took 86 church members in 
America one year to reach a 

single person for Christ. Th e 
study also revealed that, in 
the past six months, more 
than 50 percent of pastors 
made no evangelistic eff orts 
whatsoever.

Th e Southern Baptist leader 
says Christians often get 
caught up in minor issues, 
while losing their passion for 
soul winning. “Th e majority 
of evangelical Christians will 
live a Christian life, die, and 
go to heaven without ever 
having shared their faith 
one time with a lost person,” 
he says. 

Th e church cannot aff ord 
to get so busy with its vari-
ous projects that it neglects 
the Great Commission, 
Rainer insists. He says be-
lievers throughout the body 
of Christ need to examine 

themselves to make sure 
they are making evangelism 
a priority. 
Source: AgapePress

Bold church 
planting in 
India
Christians 
i n  I n d i a 
face seri-
o u s  p e r -
s e c u t i o n 
from Hin-
d u s  a n d 
Muslims, 
but have an amazing ca-
pacity to envision multi-
plicative church planting 
movements. 

Most networks have thou-
sands of house churches. 
What is their DNA? Ac-
cording to a leading church 
planter it is three things you 
won’t easily fi nd in the West: 
bold evangelism, intentional 
discipling of new believers, 
and casting the vision for 
pioneer church planting. 
Not to mention the 300 000 
intercessors praying for the 
church planters. Another 
leader shared that every new 
church in his network starts 
with a miracle.

First an Acts-type power 
encounter, then immediate 
church planting. Th e Indi-
ans are very precise in their 
research, they know exactly 
how many churches there 
are and which areas to target 
on. In the past fi ve years they 
planted 62 698 new church-
es, and most of these are 
multiplying. In 2006 in one 
province they plan to train 
25 000 men, 6 000 women 
and 30 000 children in order 
to reach 20 000 villages. In 
another province they aim to 

plant 200 000 new churches 
by the year 2010, and in a 
major city 100 000. 
Source: DAWN

2030: Th e year the 
lights go out?
IT’S front-page news. Th e 
world is heading for catas-
trophe as oil runs out and 
global warming increases. 
The headline above first 
featured on page one of a 
prominent UK newspaper 
at the end of 2005 – without 
the question mark.

Consider the facts: The 
world currently requires 
more than 30 billion barrels 
of oil a year – almost 1 500 
barrels per second. A barrel 
of oil contains the energy 
equivalent of nearly 25 000 
hours of human labour. 

So when oil runs out (in 
about 30 years) we’re all 
going to be working a lot 
harder. To say the least. Glo-
bal commodity war, and 
starvation of 77 percent of 
the planet’s population may 
be nearer the truth. 

By then carbon dioxide 
emissions – widely blamed 
for climate change – will 
have risen by 52 percent. Th e 
resulting melt of the polar ice 
caps will change more than 
just our coastlines. 

Michael Meacher, who was 
Britain’s environment min-
ister for six years, is clearly 
terrifi ed: “Civilisation faces 
the sharpest and perhaps 
most violent dislocation in 
history”. 

With ecologists using the 
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Remember: PTW day 
with Peter Pollock

WE will be holding three “Prepare Th e  
Way days” at our home church, Mount 
Zion, in Merrivale (near Howick in KZN) 
during this year – on April 30, August 27 
and November 26. Th e purpose of these 
days is to begin to draw together a team 
who can become part of the prayer and 
practical support network of this ministry, 
and for us to keep you updated on what’s 
happening with the magazine. 
So, if you consider yourself one of the 

“friends” of Prepare Th e Way, we’d love to 
see you there!
At the April 30 event, which starts at 

9 am, Peter Pollock will be sharing the 
Word. Please phone us on (033) 3307 135 
or e-mail preparetheway@telkomsa.net for 
directions

term “die-off ” to describe a 
population that has grown 
too big for the resources that 
sustain it, it’s time to wake 
up. Time to turn to God. 
Source: Je sus Army Streetpaper

Understand the 
world of Islam 
Global Mapping Interna-
tional has announced the 
release of Version 2 of its 
popular World of Islam 
CD- ROM. Updated for 
2006, the CD now contains 
39 complete books by re-
spected scholars and practi-
tioners, ten newly-updated 
maps, an extensive new 
course on Current Issues in 
Islam, Hughes classic 750- 
page Dictionary of Islam, 
new country profiles, and 
14 new articles on current 

issues like contextualisa-
tion and the roots of fun-
damentalism and militancy 
in Islam and much more... 
Over 12 000 pages of fully-
searchable content! 

It’s a tremendous resource 
for any Christian seriously 
interested in understand-
ing Islam or ministering to 
Muslims. To learn more, visit 
http://www.gmi.org/islam-
cd.htm, or email info@gmi.
org.

Jabez 
author 
quits 
Africa
Prayer of  Jabez author 
Bruce Wilkinson, who re-
located to Africa from his 
American home in 2002, has 
quit his ministry focussed 
on defeating HIV/AIDS 
and retired from active min-
istry at age 58.

One turning point was the 
inability of Swaziland’s King 
Mswati III and Wilkinson to 
agree on a meeting time in 
New York to discuss Wilkin-
son’s plan to build homes for 

aids orphans.
A few days after this “per-

ceived snub,” Wilkinson 
told staff  at his Dream for 
Africa organisation that he 
was stepping down and leav-
ing Africa.

For months, Wilkinson had 
negotiated with the Swazi 
government for permission 
to launch his African Dream 
Centre. The centre would 
house, educate, and feed 
children whose parents had 
died of AIDS. It would also 
have a golf course and other 
tourist attractions. Dream for 
Africa had hoped to house 
10 000 children on a 15 000-
hectare complex by the end 
of 2005.

Wilkinson has a history of 
dramatic twists and turns. As 
his books became bestsellers, 
he stepped down from Walk 
Thru The Bible, which he 
founded. He decided to move 
to Hollywood to make mov-
ies, but then backed out. He 
moved to Johannesburg, but 
stayed less than two years. He 
then relocated to Swaziland, 
where he remained for about 
18 months before returning 
to America. 
Source: Timothy C. Morgan, 
deputy managing editor of 
Christianity Today magazine.

Spong & the 
‘Sins’ of Scripture
Christians who expect op-
position from outsiders may 
be surprised when criti-
cism comes from within 
– unless, of course, it comes 
from Bishop John Spong. 
The author of the highly 
provocative Rescuing the 
Bible from Fundamental-
ism attempts once again to 
expose the errors of ortho-
doxy in his latest  book, The 
Sins of Scripture.

Spong insists that the Bible 
contains “terrible texts” and 
“horror stories.” 

Just as troubling is Spong’s 
revisionist history, most no-
tably his assertions that Je-
sus was married to Mary 
Magdalene and that the 
apostle Paul was a homo-
sexual. He then invokes pas-
sages where Paul admits he 
struggles with the fl esh as 
an indication of Paul’s ho-
mosexual urges. 
Source: John Makujina,  Chris-
tianity Today
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Miracle Crusade – Philippines 2005
The Filipino people, hungry for God, fi lled 
Manila’s Rizal Park. A total of over 3 mil-
lion attended during three historic nights! 
DVD only. R119.95

Miracle Crusade – Atlanta
In this DVD you will be thrilled as you witness 
teenagers fl ocking to the front during an invitation 
to receive the Savior. DVD. Now R119.95

Life and Passion  of Christ
In this revealing documentary, Benny Hinn, and 
seasoned scholars reveal truths from Jesus’ Birth 
to His resurrection. DVD. Now only R119.95

Miracle Crusade – Virginia
The rain that fell all day could not dampen 
the spirit of the Lord that fi lled the Coliseum.  
DVD. Only R119.95

Miracle Crusade – India 2004
Transformed lives. Beautiful faces. 
Penetrating eyes fi lled with spiritual hunger. 
DVD. Only R119.95

Festival of Blessings – Bangalore
Through this powerful DVD, you will be in 
Bangalore with Pastor Benny Hinn in one 
of the largest Healing services in recorded 
history. Now R119.95


