
Prepare Waythe

Answering the upward call of God in Christ Jesus Price: R8,50 (inc. VAT)

Wanted:
One
burning
man!

Why God
needs a

Daniel
church

Peter Pollock

The
story
of an
amazing
intercessor

How our marriage
survived my affair9

7
7

1
8

1
4

7
5

5
0

0
4

5
0

I
S
S
N

1
8
1
4

-
7
5
5
0

Finding a way
through the
end-times
maze



Prepare the Way2

Enjoy the convenience of having every copy of Prepare the Way delivered to your 
home – and save on the cover price, too!
For only R95,00 (including postage and packaging) you will receive the next 12 
issues.
Please fi ll out the form below and post it to:
Prepare the Way
Box 377
Merrivale 3291
Bank account details for internet transfers:
Prepare the Way, Standard Bank, Howick branch. 
Branch code: 058-325 Account No: 05 244 9815
Your name…………..........................................................................................
Address………...…......…........……….…………………....…….……..….......
…………………………………......…...............Postal code…………………
Phone Number…………………...........…………..…………………………
Name and address to which this subscription must be posted (if diff erent 
to above):
…………………………………………….........………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………....
..………………………………............................Postal code....….……...........
Enclosed, please fi nd my cheque/postal order for R95,00 made out to Prepare the 
Way (issue 1/5) 

Bulk Orders & Missions Donations
If you would like to order Prepare the Way in bulk (only R5 per copy) 
or would like to contribute towards sending magazines to prisons, 
overseas missionaries or church leaders in other African countries, 
please contact us for more details 

“The voice of one crying in  the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of 
the Lord; Make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God 

(Isaiah 40:3).’”

Editorial team:
John Gardiner

(gardiner@telkomsa.net)
Helen Gardiner

(helengardiner@telkomsa.net)
Peter & Inez Pollock

Editorial & Advertising:
Prepare the Way

Box 377
Merrivale 3291

Phone: (033) 3307 135
082 499 3174

preparetheway@telkomsa.net

You are free to copy any arti-
cles in this magazine for non-
commercial use – except those 
which carry a copyright notice. 

We do not accept any 
unsolicited contributions

 Contents
Volume 1, issue 5

The blessing & breaking 3
Affair repair 4
Love slaves 6
Christ’s humility 7
The Daniel challenge 8
Treasure 9
Finding a way 10
Salvation’s price  11
End of the matter! 12
Get right with each other 14
Hearts set on pilgrimage    16
Fascinated with Jesus    17
Fear His goodness    18
Don’t be moved     20
A remarkable intercessor 23
Signs of the times 23
The mystery 24

Cover:   “Permit the children to come 
to Me, and do not hinder them, for the 
kingdom of God belongs to such as these   
(Luke 18:16).” Subscribe – and save!

“I HAVE come to cast fi re upon the earth; and how I wish it were already 
kindled!” the burning Man, Jesus Christ, said in Luke 12:49.
You might believe that if you can draw 10 000 lukewarm Christians to-

gether something will happen. No! Th ey’ll simply settle down to the lowest 
common level of lukewarmness.
Just one burning man, one burning woman, on the other hand, can shake 

and shape the course of a whole nation. One Martin Luther, one Jonathan 
Edwards, one William Booth, one Charles Finney, one Evan Roberts.
Historically, no move of God was ever pulled down from heaven on the 

revelation of gentle Jesus meek and mild – but it has always been the burning 
One who has fi re in His eyes coming to His church and setting it alight!
And He is always drawn to the presence of a man, a woman, a group of 

people who have laid their lives on the altar and been consumed by His 
fi re!
When asked how he managed to draw such large crowds, John Wesley 

had a simple answer: “I set myself on fi re and people come to watch me 
burn.” One burning man, one burning 
woman, fully consumed by Him, is all 
it would take to shake this nation. Will 
it be you?

Just one burning man...
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by Chip Brogden
“And it came to pass, as 

He sat at meat with them, 
He took bread, and blessed 
it, and brake and gave it to 
them. And their eyes were 
opened, and they knew 
Him (Luke 24:30-31).”
THERE is a simple 
truth demonstrated in 
this post-resurrection 
encounter with Christ. 
Can you see it? 

I cannot think of a sin-
gle Christian who does 
not desire the blessing of 
the Lord. We earnestly 
seek and desire God’s 
blessings on our life. We 
want the Lord to bless 
our spiritual life, our 
home life, our children, 
our finances, our church-
es and our ministries. Is 
there anything wrong 
with that? Of course 
not. But the fact remains 
that we do not always get 
what we ask for. 

What does it mean to be blessed? The 
common assumption, I believe, is that 
when God has blessed a person then 
they will enjoy physical health, finan-
cial prosperity, and a general sense of 
happiness and well-being. 

I want us to see that when Jesus 
blesses something He breaks it. The 
blessing results in breaking. The prayer 
for “more” results in “less.” The request 
for “increase” results in “decrease.” The 
prayer for blessing results in broken-
ness. 

Do you want to be a blessing to other 
people, or a burden? Most Christians 
would say they want to be a blessing to 
others. So God blesses them and then 
breaks them. 

What is going on here? Simply put, 
the blessing of the Lord is in being 
reduced to Christ. 

Who is blessed? Not the one who is 
rich in spirit, but the one who is poor 
in spirit. The poor in spirit possess the 
Kingdom. Those who are broken are 
blessed, and those who are blessed are 
broken. 

The heart-cry of a disciple is “more 
of Jesus.” How do we get “more” of 
Jesus? By getting less of us. With less 
of me there is more of Him. As I am 
decreased, He is increased. This is what 
it means to be blessed. 

A brother in the Lord related the 
following experience to me. As he was 
watching television he says he came 
across a woman who was yelling, “In-
crease! Increase! God wants to increase 
you and all you have!” This brother says 
he staggered out of his chair laughing, 
and said, “Decrease! Decrease! Keep 
decreasing me Lord, till all there is 
left is YOU!” 

Friends, when we understand the 
blessing and the breaking then we will 
find ourselves responding the same way. 
What I love about this is the brother 
laughed as he rejected the “increase” and 
embraced the decrease. This is what it 
means to take up the Cross. 

We cry out for “increase” but God 
has already (past tense) blessed us with 
“every spiritual blessing in heavenly 
places in Christ (Ephesians 1:3).” We 
have the blessing already. What we are 

lacking is the breaking. We want the 
blessing without the breaking. But it 
is not that we need more of the Lord, 
because we already have all of Him; we 
just need less of everything else. 

After Jesus blessed the bread, and 
broke it, and gave it to them, their eyes 
were opened and they knew Him. Until 
you have the blessing and the breaking 
your eyes will remain closed. Blessings 
alone do not open our eyes. Indeed, 
blessings by themselves tend to close 
our eyes. 

We do not come to know Him in 
the blessing, but in the breaking. Then 
what we already have in Him will be 
revealed. Our eyes will be opened and 
we will see that He has been standing 
there the whole time. 

Do you want to know Him? Do you 
want to see Him for Who He is? Do 
you want to go deeper? Do you want 
to have your eyes opened? Embrace the 
blessing AND the breaking; receive 
them both. If you are a bruised reed or 
a broken cistern, take heart, because 
you are making progress.
Visit Chip’s website at: www.watchman.net

The Blessing & the BreakingJust one burning man...
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by Nancy Anderson 
C A N a Chr ist ian 
marriage survive an 
affair? Yes, mine did!

Hello, my name is 
Nancy, and I am a 
cheater. I’ve never 
cheated on a tax re-

turn or a final exam, but I did cheat on 
my husband. That’s why I’m an expert 
on infidelity – because I’ve lived it.

When Ron and I got married, both of 
us believed that it was the other person’s 
job to “Make me happy!” We soon 
found out – that was impossible.

I complained and criticised my way 
through our first year. Then Ron re-
taliated with the “I’m a bad husband 
because you’re a bad wife” defence. Our 
anger and resentment grew until they 
overshadowed our love.

Another man
That’s when I met Jake. He thought 

I was beautiful, funny, and smart. He 
only saw the good in me and he bathed 
me in compliments. We worked for the 
same company so it was easy to spend 
time together. We started meeting for 
lunches, then dinners, and eventually 
– dessert.

In June of 1980, I told my husband 
what he already knew, “Our marriage 
is falling apart… we’re both miserable.” 
Then I surprised him with, “So, I need 
some time to think – I’m moving out.” 
(I didn’t tell him about Jake.)

He begged, “I won’t yell at you any-
more – I’ll be a better husband – please 
don’t go.” I ignored his pleas and moved 
into a hotel.

Jake and I started making secret plans 
for our future. He was married and had 
two children, but he was going to leave 
them – for me.

I had purposefully kept my Christian 
parents in the dark about my marriage 
problems – my mother had a connection 
with the Lord that made me nervous 
– and I was afraid she would “know” 
there was something wrong. Since they 
lived in a different state, I was able to 
keep my secret… for a while.

One day, while Ron was gone for a 
few hours, I went to our condo to pack 
some more of my things. Soon after I 
arrived, my mother called. She asked. 
“Honey, are you all right?”

“Sure Mom, I’m fine.” I lied.
“I don’t think you are. I think you’re in 

some sort of trouble because last night, 
I woke up and felt compelled to pray for 
you. I want you to talk to your father 
– he’s on the other line”

I am in trouble now I thought; I’ve 
never been able to lie to my father “Hi 
Daddy.” I whispered.

“Hello honey, your mother is con-
vinced that you are in need of her 
midnight prayers. Are you?”

I hesitated. I knew I was opening Pan-
dora’s Box, but since I had to tell them 
eventually, I said, “Yes. My marriage 
– it’s in trouble.”

“Tell us everything.”
I took a deep breath, swallowed hard, 

and said, “I’ve moved out of the house 
and I’m going to file for a divorce.”

Long silence. Then my mother said. 
“Nancy, we love you. And because we 
love you, we will not support your leav-
ing Ron. You’ve been a Christian for 10 
years and you went to five years of Bible 
college, so you know what God’s Word 
says about marriage. It is a holy bond. 
Has Ron committed adultery? Has he 

ever hit you?”
“No.”
”Then you have no biblical grounds to 

divorce him. You would be out of God’s 
will if you do.”

I hadn’t thought about God’s will 
in months. I felt a wave of panic, and 
the phone was slippery and hot in my 
hands. I couldn’t bring myself to a full 
confession, but I did concede, “I haven’t 
been a very good wife.”

Dad gently said, “But that can change. 
Now that you’ve been honest about your 
own part in this, the Lord can heal your 
marriage if you ask Him to.”

‘I think we should pray’
Mom said, “I think we should pray.”
Dad prayed, “Dear Lord, King of 

Creation, we praise you and give glory 
to your name. Thank you for the gift 
of our daughter. We love her with all 
our hearts, but you love her even more. 
Guide her to do your will. Draw her to 
your side and wrap your loving arms 
around her. Lead her back into your 
light. We come against any influences 
of evil in her life. Help her to confess 
her faults to Ron, and to you, Lord. 
Please help them both to put you back 
on the throne of their lives and their 
marriage. Let tonight be the turning 
point. In Jesus’ name, amen.”

Mother tearfully said, “Amen.”
I’m sure they were waiting for me 

to say it, too. But I knew that amen 
meant “Let it be so,” and I wasn’t sure 
I wanted what he’d prayed for. The 
thought of giving up my relationship 
with Jake seemed unbearable, so I just 
said, “Thank you Daddy... Mom... I’ll 

Affair 
Repair
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wait for Ron. I promise I won’t leave 
until I talk to him. I’ll call you in the 
morning. Goodnight.” Then I hung up 
the phone – fast.

Surrendering
Their prayer began to soften my heart 

and I wondered if there was any way 
out of the chaos I had created. I went 
into the living room, sank into the sofa, 
held a pillow to my chest, and called 
out – to God. I had been avoiding Him 
for months. 

My guilt, shame, and sin had built a 
wall between us. But, brick-by-brick 
– as I confessed each sin – I tore down 
the wall, and let the Light in. I prayed, 
“Lord, please show me your will for my 
life.” Then, I remembered the simple 
words that Jesus said to the adulterous 
woman: “Go and sin no more.” 

I knew exactly what I had to do. I 
surrendered my will and my heart to 
the Lord and asked for the strength to 
walk away from Jake and make a full 
confession to Ron.

God answered my prayer. Later that 
evening, I told Ron the whole truth 
and begged for his forgiveness, and 
my husband, miraculously, chose to 
forgive me.

Then, we both talked to Jake. He 
was stunned when Ron and I told him 
that we were going to stay married 
– I cried as I apologised to Jake and 
explained why I had to quit my job 
and the reasons I could never see him 
again. Ron and I asked him not to call 
or have further contact and he agreed 
to honour our request. I told him that I 
hoped he would reconcile with his wife 
and restore his family. When we said 
goodbye, all three of us were crying, 
for three different reasons.

My feelings for Jake had not changed, 
I was still “in love” with him, but I 
chose to stay with my husband. It 
was out of obedience at first, but as I 
began to act lovingly, the loving feel-
ings eventually followed. Ron and I 
recently celebrated our 26th wedding 
anniversary and I am thrilled to tell 
you that we are deeply and tenderly in 
love. With each other!

Lessons learned
I played with fire, foolishly thinking 

that I would not be burned. But, my 
self- centred choices charred my whole 

family and Jakes’ too. Each lie I told 
and each sin that I committed affected 
others. My parents’ prayers, along with 
my own, were the keys that unlocked 
my selfishness. Through conversations 
with the King and obedience, despite 
my feelings, I found freedom, healing, 
forgiveness, and restoration. Ron and 
I rebuilt our marriage with Jesus as 
our new foundation and God’s Word 
as our new floor plan. We planted a 
sturdy hedge of protection (safeguards) 
around our lives. Ron and I are liv-
ing proof that no marriage is beyond 
repair.

What about your marriage? Is there 
anything you’ve done that you feel is 
unforgivable? Or do you need to forgive 
your spouse? 

Jesus was the ultimate sacrifice for all 
our sins. The Bible says that Jesus died 
for our sins once and for all, He died 
for the righteous and the unrighteous, 
to bring us to God. If you ask Jesus to 
forgive your sins He promises He will. 
And He will help you forgive others 
who have hurt you. How would your 
life be different if you knew all your 
sins were forgiven forever?

You can receive Jesus right now by 
faith through prayer. Praying is simply 
talking to God. God knows your heart 
and is not so concerned with your words 
as He is with the attitude of your heart. 
Here’s a suggested prayer:

Lord Jesus, I want to know you per-
sonally. Thank you for dying on the 

cross for my sins. I open the door of 
my life to you and ask you to come in 
as my Saviour and Lord. Take control 
of my life. Thank you for forgiving my 
sins and giving me eternal life. Make 
me the kind of person you want me 
to be.

Extracted from Hedges Around Our 
Hearts (Kregel Publications 12/04) by 
Nancy Anderson. For more informa-
tion go to: www.NancyCAnderson.
com.

“We 
evalutate 

others with 
a godlike 

justice, but 
we want 
them to 
evaluate 
us with 

a godlike 
compassion.”

Sydney J. Harris 
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by Samuel L. Brengle
THERE was a law in Israel that for 
great poverty or debt or crime one man 
might become the servant of another, 
but he could not be held in servitude 
beyond a certain period; at the end of 
six years, he must be allowed to go 
free (Exodus 21:1-6; Deuteronomy 
15:12-17). 

But if he loved his master and pre-
ferred to remain with him as his slave, 
then the master, in the presence of 
judges was to place the man against 
a door or door post and bore a hole 
through his ear, and this was to be the 
mark that he was his master’s servant 
slave forever. It was not the slavery of 
compulsion and law but the willing and 
glad slavery of love. 

And this was the voluntary attitude 
of Paul of Peter and James. Jesus won 
them by love. Th ey had sat at the feet 
of the Great Servant of Love, who 
came not to be served but to serve, 
to minister to others, to give His life 
a ransom for all. Th ey had seen Him 
giving Himself to the poor, the weary, 
the heavy laden, the vile, the sinful, and 
the unthankful. 

Th ey had seen Him “wounded for 
our transgressions... bruised for our 
iniquities,” chastised for our peace, 
and stricken that we might be healed, 
and their hearts had been bowed and 
broken by His great love; henceforth 
they were His bond-slaves, no longer 
free to come and go as they pleased but 
only as He willed, for the chains of love 
held them, and the burning passion of 
love constrained them. 

Such bondage and service became to 
them the most perfect liberty. Th eir 
only joy was to do those things that 
were pleasing in His sight. Set at liberty 
to do this, their freedom was complete, 
for he only is free who is permitted to 
do always that which pleases Him. 
Th e love-slave has no greater pleasure 
than serving his master. Th is is his joy, 
and his very “crown of rejoicing.” 

The love-slave is altogether at his 
master’s service. He is all eyes for his 

master. He watches. He is all ears for 
his master. He listens. His mind is 
willing. His hands are ready. 

His feet are swift to sit at the master’s 
feet and look into his loved face, to lis-
ten to his voice and catch his words; to 
run on his errands, to do his bidding, 
to share his privations and sorrows, to 
watch at his door, to guard his honour, 
to praise his name, to defend his person, 
to seek and promote his interests, and, 
if needs be, to die for his dear sake; this 
is the joy of the slave of love, and this 
he counts his perfect freedom.

A fine-looking fellow was placed 
on a slave block in an Egyptian slave 
market. His master was selling him. 
Men were bidding for him. A passing 
Englishman stopped, looked, listened, 
and began to bid. 

Th e slave saw him and he thought 
that if the Englishman bought him, 
he would be taken from Egypt, from 
friends and loved ones, and that he 
would never see them any more. So 
he cursed the Englishman, raving and 
swearing and tugging at his chain that 
he might reach and crush him. 

But the Englishman, unmoved, at 
last out-bid all others, and the slave 
was sold to him. He paid the price, 
received the papers that made the 

slave his property, and then handed 
them to the man. “Take these papers; 
you are free,” he said. “I bought you 
that I might give you your freedom.” 
Th e slave looked at his deliverer and his 
ravings ceased. Tears fl ooded his eyes, 
as, falling at the Englishman’s feet and 
embracing his knees, he cried, “O sir, 
let me be your slave forever. Take me 
to the ends of the earth. Let me serve 
you till I die!”

Love had won his 
heart

Love had won his heart, and now love 
constrained him, and he felt there could 
be no joy like serving such a master. 
“My yoke is easy, and My burden is 
light,” said Jesus. And this is His easy 
yoke and light burden. His yoke is the 
yoke of love, and it is easy. Love makes 
it easy. 

His burden is the burden of love, and 
it is light. Love makes it light. 

To the sinner the yoke looks intoler-
able, the burden looks unbearable. But 
to those who have entered into the 
secret of the Master, His yoke is the 
badge of freedom, and his burden gives 
wings to the soul. 

Th is is Holiness. It is wholeness of 

Love Slaves
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consecration and devotion. It is single-
ness of eye. It is perfect love which casts 
out fear. The love slave does not fear 
the master, for he joys in the master’s 
will. “Not My will, but Yours be done,” 
“Though He slay me, yet will I trust 
Him,” says the slave of love. There can 
be no fear where there is such love. 

This is heart purity brought about by 
the power of a new and over-riding af-
fection and purpose. Sin and selfishness 
are consumed on the hot fires of this 
great love. Hallelujah! 

This is religion made easy. This is 
God’s Kingdom come, and His will 
done, on earth as it is in Heaven. For 
what more can the angels do than to 
serve God with this unselfishness and 
passionate love?

The love-slave is gentle and forbear-
ing and kind to all the children of the 
household and to all the other slaves 
for the sake of his master. Are they not 
dear and valuable to the master? Then 
they are dear and valuable to him for 
the master’s sake. And he is ready to 
lay down his life to serve them even as 
to serve the master. 

Such was the spirit of Paul when he 
wrote, “Yea, and if I be offered upon 
the sacrifice and service of your faith, 
I joy and rejoice with you all (Philip-
pians 2:17).” 

And so, too, was it the spirit of beauti-
ful Queen Esther when, in uttermost 

consecration for the salvation of her 
people, she sent word to Mordecai, 
“And thus I will go in to the king, 
which is not according to the law; and 
if I perish, I perish (Esther 4:16).” 

This slave of love counts not his 
l i f e  dea r  u nto  h i mse l f  (Ac t s 
20:24). It belongs to his master.  
The interests of the master are his in-
terests. He has no other. He wants no 
other. He will have no other. He cannot 
be bribed by gold or honours. He would 
rather suffer and starve for his master 
than feast at another’s table. 

Where you go               
I will go...

Like Ruth, he says, “Do not urge 
me to leave you or turn back from 
following you; for where you go, I 
will go, and where you lodge, I will 
lodge. Your people shall be my peo-
ple, and your God, my God. Where 
you die, I will die, and there I will 
be buried. Thus may the Lord do to 
me, and worse, if anything but death 
parts you and me (Ruth 1:16&17).” 
Do you ask, “How shall I enter into this 
sweet and gentle and yet all powerful 
bondage of love?” I answer, “By your 
own choice and by God’s revelation of 
Himself to your soul.” 

If your love to Him now is a very poor 
and powerless thing, it is because you 
do not know Him; you do not draw 

near enough to see the beauty of Him. 
To the men of this world He is not 
beautiful, for they have not sought to 
see Him. Let Him show Himself to you 
that you may fall in love with Him. 

Paul had seen His glory and been 
blinded by it. The other Apostles had 
lived with Him and walked at His side. 
They loved Him because they knew 
Him so well. For this reason they could 
make the great decision. 

Like Moses they chose “rather to suf-
fer affliction with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for 
a season; esteeming the reproach of 
Christ greater riches than the treasures 
in Egypt.” 

So you must choose! The choice must 
be complete, and it must be f inal.  
Then as a love-slave you must wait 
upon the Master. If He is silent to you, 
watch. When He speaks to you, listen. 
What He says to you, do. 

His will is recorded in His Word. 
Search the Scriptures. Meditate therein 
day and night. Hide His Word in your 
heart. Be not forgetful. 

Take time to seek His face. Think of 
a slave being too busy to wait on his 
master, to find out His wishes! Take 
time, find time, make time to seek the 
Lord, and He will be found of you. He 
will reveal Himself to your longing, 
loving soul.

And you shall know the sweet com-
pulsions of the slavery that is love.

Author Unknown
The life and death of our Lord Jesus 
Christ are a standing rebuke to every 
form of pride to which men are liable. 
Note the contrast between these well-
known sins and His own holy life.

Pride of birth and rank. “Is not this 
the carpenter’s son (Matthew 13:55).”

Pride of wealth. “The Son of man has 
nowhere to lay His head (Matthew 
8:20).”

Pride of respectability. “Can any 
good thing come out of Nazareth (John 
1:46)?”

Pride of personal appearance. “He 
has no form nor comeliness (Isaiah 
53:2).”

Pride of reputation. “Behold a man 
gluttonous and a wine bibber, a friend 

of publicans and sinners (Matthew 
11:19).”

Pride of independence. “Many oth-
ers who ministered to Him of their 
substance (Luke 8:3).”

Pride of learning. “How does this 
man know letters, having never learned 
(John 7:15)?”

Pride of superiority. “I am among 
you as he who serves (Luke 22:27).” 
“He humbled Himself (Philippians 
2:8).” “Made a curse for us (Galatians 

3:13).”
Pride of success. “He came to His 

own and His own received Him not 
(John 1:11).” “He was despised and 
rejected of men (Isaiah 53:3).”

Pride of self-reliance. “He went down 
to Nazareth and was subject to them 
(Luke 2:51).”

Pride of ability. “I can of mine own 
self do nothing (John 5:30).”

Pride of self-will. “I seek not mine 
own will, but the will of Him that sent 
Me (John 5:30).”

Pride of bigotry. “Forbid him not... for 
he that is not against us is on our part 
(Mark 9:39-40).”

Pride of resentment. “Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do 
(Luke 23:34).”

Man’s Pride And Christ’s Humility 
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by Peter Pollock
THE Christian walk is not about a 
continuous fl ow of mountain-top ex-
periences! In the main, it is about the 
valleys   with the storms and hassles of 
life constantly reminding us that the 
great challenge is how we face and deal 
with them! 

Th ere are probably four categories of 
“storms!” First and foremost, sin reaps 
its consequences and godlessness brings 
its setbacks. Secondly, satan does op-
pose believers! It is his “normal” day-
to-day business to bring disharmony 
and uphill. Th irdly, God does allow 
tough times for our own pruning and 
growth because He knows that the 
school of hard knocks is the most eff ec-
tive of all the learning institutions! And 
fi nally, our own stupidity often brings 
discomfort and displeasure. 

We can view the storms and hurdles 
negatively or else we can be positive, 
accepting them as life’s training camps. 
Th is is easily discerned spiritually, but 
not always so easy to accept in the 
natural.

As modern Christians we fi nd it hard 
to align God with exiling Israel and Ju-
dah as a price for their sin and rebellion. 
Indeed, Babylon and Nebuchadnezzar 

were God’s plan and He did ordain 
exile and captivity! 

Th rough Jeremiah He told the peo-
ple: “Don’t try and run away… don’t 
try and avoid God’s sovereign will. 
Serve Nebuchadnezzar that it may 
go well with you.” You must be joking! 
Th ose pagans! Th at would have been the 
popular response, and Jeremiah would 
have been mocked and scorned for such 
revelation.

He will be with us, but 
he doesn’t promise an 
easy time

“Don’t be afraid of the Chaldeans, I 
am with you BUT if you want to escape 
to Egypt your worst fears will overtake 
you” – all again from the mouth of 
Jeremiah! God’s promise to all believ-
ers is that He will be with us in all 
circumstances, but he doesn’t promise 
an easy time. 

We will have His “peace” but He 
does not promise that the world will 
be at peace! Promises of peace and an 
easy ride would only come from false 
prophets, the Bible warns us! Th at is 
end-time, ear-tickling delusion! 

Maybe we know all this? Maybe we 
are even excited because we see “peace, 
peace” prophets abounding   and we 
know that the real good news is that 
all the bad news worldwide is in fact 
good news gospel-wise and end-times-
wise!

But still, we as believers would like 
some encouragement. That was my 
plea before God. And the answer in 
my spirit was: Go read Daniel. I need 
Daniels! I need a Daniel church!

Daniel’s experience with the lion’s den 
was my text (Daniel 6). Initially it tells 
us that Daniel got himself into trouble 
because he “distinguished” himself, as 
an “excellent” spirit was in him. 

Th e spirit of God was in him and 
there is no more excellent spirit. It is 
profound, it changes lives, it shows, is 
infectious and it makes a diff erence. It 
is an “aroma” to some and a “stench” to 
others, but it draws response, positive 
and negative, and it is highly recognis-
able. 

Th e jealous and envious opposition 
wanted to fi nd fault with Daniel but 
there was no corruption to be found, 
he was trustworthy and not negligent! 
We are to judge God’s servants by the 
fruit of their lives, so the Bible tells, 
but interesting here is the fact that he 
worked hard and excelled. He stood 
out, and that is what we should be 
doing with our gifts and talents in the 
worldly marketplace – working hard! 

Th ey could fi nd no detractions so they 
had to trump up a religious charge. 
Interesting how easy it easy to stir up 
strife with dogmas, liturgies and for-
mats. Every great move of God, man 
has managed to turn into “religion” 
of some form. And that ushers in 
discontent and strife because religion 
very easily becomes accusative, fin-
ger-pointing and divisive! Satan has 
revelled in man’s love of religion! And 
he is working very hard on his latest 
project – the all-roads-lead-to-God-
new-age-church! Beware, that is why 
we need to constantly pray for wisdom 
and discernment in these dangerous 
times. 

Daniel was arrested for praying! I 
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wonder how many of us would be ar-
rested for spending time on our knees? 
People often complain about God being 
distant in their lives. Well, the answer 
could simply be found if you count the 
number of minutes each day you spend 
praying and reading your Bible, then 
divide it into the number of minutes 
available in the day! The percentage is 
probably in the “point nought nought” 
bracket! We need go no further in seek-
ing an explanation. 

Darius had to sentence Daniel but 
was reluctant, rather like Pontius Pi-
late. “May your God rescue you,” said 
Darius. And indeed God did just that. 
The lions didn’t have rubber teeth, as 
we saw later when the accusers were 
fed to them! 

The book of Daniel ’s theological 
theme is the sovereignty of God over 
the kingdoms of men. Daniel was 
absolute and childlike in his faith. 
He dared to keep a clean heart and 
body and God granted Daniel favour, 
knowledge, discernment, wisdom, gifts 
and talents. These were not just the 
“spiritual” church gifts! 

And what’s more, Daniel brought 
those gifts into a plush, pagan king’s 
household, rather like Joseph and Ne-
hemiah did. God wants us there, places 
us there. Daniel’s whole life was in 
Babylon – the ancient Hollywood. 

He spent 69 years in a vile court! I 
wonder how many of us would have 
copped out? Daniel stayed but refused 
to defile himself. His friends refused 
to bow to the king’s statue and Daniel 
refused the king’s delicacies. 

He stuck to the simple 
basics & stood for God

Daniel stuck to the simple basics, 
and we can translate that into simply 
seeking first the Kingdom of God and 
His righteousness. Daniel steadfastly 
refused to accommodate the world’s 
values and traditions and he stood for 
God alone. He realised that worldli-
ness and powerlessness are inseparably 
linked. 

We think we have to compromise to 
get anywhere, because politics, diplo-
macy and democracy are based on the 
art of compromise. With God, we can 
so easily compromise ourselves out of 
His power and authority! 

I believe God is calling for a Daniel 

church. This church may well get per-
secuted but it will not be manipulated. 
Daniel had a massive impact because 
the leaders looked to his God simply 
because Daniel refused to sell his God 
short! 

Daniel stood apart even though he 
was directly involved in world affairs. 
Knowing God was not an excuse for 
him to sit back, but a good reason for 
him to go forward! He was salt and 
light! It was black and white living in 
a grey world! It was a working, not an 
idle faith. 

God honours this type of faith. Spirit-
ual lives are not something extra we pin 
on to our curriculum vita like a rosette! 
Christianity is an on-going everyday 
relationship, as is the sanctification 
process. It is not about religion, nor is 
it about elitist “super-spirituality.” 

By Alan Redpath 
THE principle of the world 
is “self-glorification,” and the 
principle of the Christian is 
“self-crucifixion.” The prin-
ciple of the world is “exalt 
yourself,” and the principle 
of the Christian is “crucify 
yourself.” 

The principle of men is great-
ness, bigness, pomp, and show; 
the principle of the cross is 
death. Therefore, whenever a 
man has seen the glory of God 
in the face of Jesus Christ... 
at once he comes right into a 
head-on collision within his 
own personal living, with all 
of his principles and motives 
upon which he has lived until 
this moment. 

If there is to be a continual manifesta-
tion of Holy Spirit life, there must be a 
constant submission to the crucifixion 
of the flesh, not simply sometimes, but 
always. 

I see the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ, in the measure in which 
I am prepared to die. Why is it that so 
many Christians behave like kinder-
garten children? Because they have not 

Treasure in 
Earthen Vessels

Christ in you, the hope of glory, 
makes it impossible to be a “secret 
agent” or an onlooker. Christians serve 
in and through their talents and areas 
of influence. That’s their mission field. 
It is total, radical and uncompromising 
but it is enjoyable as we serve God in 
our arenas with our talents. Somehow 
we have managed to distance ourselves 
from our responsibilities here on earth 
and we are not facing up to the issues 
of godlessness that daily confront us on 
the home front, in our cities and even 
nationally. 

It’s time to be real, relevant partici-
pants, not just spectators. Daniel made 
a difference! He stood his ground, 
f irmly rooted in God! The Daniel 
church needs to begin rise out of the 
ashes of modern godlessness and com-
promise.

seen His face! 
And the cost in the Christian life... 

Deep down in the Christian’s life, 
always and all the time, there is to be 
a “no” to every demand that the flesh 
may make for recognition, and every 
demand that the flesh may make for ap-
proval, and every demand that the flesh 
may make for vindication. Always the 
Christian must bear about in his body 
the marks of the Lord Jesus. 
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by Helen Gardiner
“But the day of the Lord will come as a 

thief in the night, in which the heavens 
will pass away with a great noise, and 
the elements will melt with fervent heat; 
both the earth and the works that are in it 
will be burned up. Therefore, since all these 
things will be dissolved, what manner of 
persons ought you to be in holy conduct and 
godliness, looking for and hastening the 
coming of the day of God, because of which 
the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, 
and the elements will melt with fervent 
heat? Nevertheless we, according to His 
promise, look for new heavens and a new 
earth in which righteousness dwells.

“Therefore, beloved, looking forward to 
these things, be diligent to be found by Him 
in peace, without spot and blameless, and 
consider that the longsuffering of our Lord 
is salvation – as also our beloved brother 
Paul, according to the wisdom given to 
him, has written to you, as also in all his 
epistles, speaking in them of these things, in 
which are some things hard to understand, 
which untaught and unstable people twist 
to their own destruction, as they do also the 
rest of the Scriptures.

“You therefore, beloved, since you know 
this beforehand, beware lest you also fall 
from your own steadfastness, being led 

away with the error of the wicked; but 
grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To Him 
be the glory both now and forever. Amen  
(2 Peter 3:10-end).”
END Times. Eschatology. Within 
the Church today, we tend to find two 
extremist camps, at either end of the 
pendulum. On the one hand, there are 
those who are obsessed with eschatol-
ogy, which can lead to the development 
of a siege mentality, perverted futurism, 
and an inability to sow and reap the 
Gospel faithfully in the here and now, 
while it is still day. At the other end are 
those who ignore totally all eschatology 
and, because they have no idea what the 
Bible says, are sitting ducks for false 
doctrine and the excesses of Kingdom 
Now theology.

The wise disciple is the one who fol-
lows the middle course here. He or she 
knows and understands eschatology, 
living in the revelation of it without 
being obsessed by it. These believers are 
also faithfully employed in the day-to-
day work of making disciples.

I have observed that, generally speak-
ing, the first-mentioned extremists 
tend often to fall within the conserva-
tive camp, while the latter are mostly 

charismatics or pentecostals.
In order to arrive at right Biblically-

based doctrine, we all need to lay hold 
of and press into the fullness of the 
Holy Spirit and the fullness of the 
whole counsel of the Word of God.

I am sad to say I have heard church 
leaders say they have no idea about es-
chatolgy, there being so many different 
camps of thought and interpretation 
that they are really not sure which one 
they hold to or agree with. I believe 
the Lord would challenge all leaders, 
in these days, to grapple with the pro-
phetic mysteries of the books of Daniel 
and Revelation for their own edifica-
tion and for the feeding of the Lord’s 
sheep entrusted to their care. 

The Head of the Church says in the 
book of Revelation (22:7), “Behold, I 
am coming quickly! Blessed is he who 
keeps the words of the prophecy of this 
book.” How we need to understand 
the mysteries of books like Daniel and 
Revelation.

But, even where our powers of under-
standing and revelation are limited, we, 
regular disciples, are without excuse. 
We can all, without exception, gain a 
basic understanding of what the future 
holds, by reading the words and teach-
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ings of Jesus Christ in the Gospels, and 
also the teachings in many of the epis-
tles, especially 1 and 2 Thessalonians. 
We all have a responsibility to dig into 
the Scriptures for ourselves, so that we 
may not be led astray.

My attention was grabbed some 
months back, when I read something 
written by someone hailed as a prophet, 
with one of the biggest ministries in the 
world. This ministry had been prosper-
ing, and God’s apparent instruction was 
that future buildings and constructions 
should be erected to high standards of 
quality and excellence so they would 
last through the time of the tribulation 
into the millennium.

Well, if we were familiar with the 
passage given at the beginning of this 
article (“both the earth and the works 
that are in it will be burned up”), we 
wouldn’t be so gullible to go along with 
such utterances.

    
    


The exhortation of the Holy Spirit 
to all of us in these times is to get into 
the Word of God and gain some clear 
understanding, sort out the true from 
the false teaching that is going around, 
and get our eschatology into some 
definite form.

The apostle Paul writes in 1 Thes-
salonians 5:1-11: 

“But concerning the times and the 
seasons, brethren, you have no need 
that I should write to you. For you 
yourselves know perfectly that the day 
of the Lord so comes as thief in the 
night. For when they say, ‘Peace and 
safety!’ then sudden destruction comes 
upon them, as labour pains upon a 
pregnant woman. And they shall not 
escape. But you, brethren, are not in 
darkness, so that this Day should over-
take you as a thief. You are all sons of 
light and sons of the day. We are not 
of the night nor of darkness. 

“Therefore let us not sleep, as others 
do, but let us watch and be sober. For 
those who sleep, sleep at night, and 
those who get drunk are drunk at night. 
But let us who are of the day be sober, 
putting on the breastplate of faith and 
love, and as a helmet the hope of sal-
vation. For God did not appoint us to 
wrath, but to obtain salvation through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for 

us, that whether we wake or sleep, we 
should live together with Him. There-
fore comfort each other and edify one 
another, just as you also are doing.”

When John and I were involved with 
Joy! magazine, the Lord led me to go 
out and buy a copy of a book, newly 
published at that time, called The End 
of the Matter by John Haupt. God 
instructed me to promote the book 
– which I did.

I am happy to report that the book 

has been revised and updated, and 
will apparently continually be so. I do 
recommend it. The author has written 
with knowledge and authority, and the 
style is easy to understand and scrip-
tural. We have published an extract 
from the new edition of The End of the 
Matter overleaf.

Meanwhile, here is a simple escha-
tology table, taken from The Woman’s 
Study Bible (Thomas Nelson Publish-
ers), to get you going.

by A. W. Tozer
TOO many Christian leaders, acting like enthusiastic promoters, are 
teaching that the essence of faith is this: “Come to Jesus – it will cost you 
nothing!” The price has all been paid – “it will cost you nothing!” 
Brethren, that is a dangerous half-truth. There is always a price connected 

with salvation and with discipleship. 
God’s grace is free, no doubt about that. No one in the wide world can 

make any human payment towards the plan of salvation or the forgiveness 
of sins. 
I take issue on Bible grounds with the state-

ment that “everyone in the world has 
faith – all you have to do is turn your 
faith loose.” That is truly a miscon-
ception of what the Bible teaches 
about men and God and faith. 
Actually, faith is a rare and 

wonderful plant that lives and 
grows only in the penitent soul. 
The teaching that every one has 
faith is simply a form of humanism 
in the guise of Christianity. 
I warn you that any faith that be-

longs to everybody is not the faith 
that saves. It is not that faith which 
is a gift of God to the broken and 
contrite heart!

Salvation’s price
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By John Haupt
MAN has always been curious about 
how and when everything will end. It 
is natural to wonder about the super-
natural. Unfortunately, this very same 
curiosity is causing men and women 
to be drawn into the occult, the new 
age movement and devil worship in its 
various forms. 

Yogis, gurus, clairvoyants, astrologers, 
psychics, sangomas, fortune-tellers and 
magicians are more popular today 
than ever before. The demand for the 
services of these frontline missionaries 
of satan is staggering, to say the least. 
What they offer is made to look so good 
and harmless. 

Millions of deceived people around 
the world will not start the day be-
fore reading their horoscope. These 
devilish practices all form part of the 
so-called “holistic” approach to life, 
which is about as new age as one can 
get. Natural man, in his ignorance, is 
totally oblivious to the dangers he is 
exposing himself to.

Ever since the British Government 
repealed The Witchcraft Act in 1951, 
the “mystery of iniquity (2 Thessaloni-
ans 2:7)” has been operating at a higher 
level in that nation. It is no wonder then 
that witches and wizards are portrayed 
as “good beings” in evil books and films 
like the Harry Potter series. The devil 
has never had any scruples about target-
ing young minds. Anything to do with 
magic and the supernatural, even when 
it is conspicuously on the side of dark-
ness, is in vogue and big business. 

Christ’s disciples showed that they 
were just as curious about the future as 
the rest of mankind by coming to Him 
with their questions:

“As Jesus was sitting on the Mount 

of Olives, the disciples came to him 
privately. ‘Tell us,’ they said, ‘when 
will this happen, and what will be the 
sign of your coming and of the end 
of the age (Matthew 24:3, emphasis 
added)?’”

For the man who does not know his 
Maker in a personal way, this curi-
osity is understandably tinged with 
apprehension and fear, but those who 
know God intimately feel excitement 
rising up in them whenever they think 
about things to come. This is how Jesus 
Himself described His return and the 
effect it ought to have on all true saints 
of God.

“There will be signs in the sun, moon 
and stars.  On the earth, nations will be 
in anguish and perplexity at the roaring 
and tossing of the sea (tsunamis). Men 
will faint from terror, apprehensive of 
what is coming on the world, for the 
heavenly bodies will be shaken. At 
that time they will see the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud with power and great 
glory. When these things begin to take 
place, stand up and lift up your heads, 
because your redemption is drawing 
near (Luke 21:25-28).”

Christians are not too concerned 
about it all ending at Armageddon, as 
they do not intend hanging around on 
this planet until then. On the contrary, 
they are preparing for another momen-
tous occasion, which most Christians 
believe, will precede that final battle 
by seven years. This event is called the 
“blessed hope” and it has to do with 
being “snatched away” or “raptured” to 
meet the Lord in the clouds of glory. 

“To them that look for his coming, 
shall he appear a second time unto 
salvation (Hebrews 9:28, emphasis 
added).”

Immediately after the rapture, the 
redeemed and raised saints of all the 
ages will appear before the Lord at His 
Judgement Seat (Romans 14:10-12, 2 
Corinthians 5:10). This will be followed 
by the Marriage Supper of the Lamb 
(Revelation 19:9), which will take place 
in heaven while terrible tribulation 
comes upon those who remain upon 
the earth. Its climax will be so awful 
that those viewing it from heaven will 
be stunned into half an hour of silence 
(Revelation 8:1). Then the Father will 
intervene once again in the affairs of 
men by sending Christ and His glori-
fied saints to take dominion over all the 
kingdoms of the earth.

A kingdom that will 
never be destroyed

“The God of heaven will set up a 
kingdom that will never be destroyed, 
nor will it be left to another people 
(Daniel 2:44).”

“For to us a child is born, to us a son 
is given, and the government will be 
on his shoulders. He will be called 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting father, Prince of Peace. Of 
the increase of his government and 
peace there will be no end.  He will 
reign on David’s throne and over his 
kingdom, establishing and uphold-
ing it with justice and righteousness 
from that time on and forever (Isaiah 
9:6&7).”

Although natural man will still have a 
fallen nature and be capable of sinning 
during the millennium, the earth will 
be “full of the knowledge of the Lord 
(Isaiah 11:1-9).” During that time the 
devil will be bound so that he can no 
longer deceive the nations (Revelation 

The end of the matter!
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20:3). Th e Messiah’s earthly rule will be characterised by love 
on the one hand and justice on the other hand. 

King Jesus will see to it that every man and nation toes the 
line and that confl icts are quickly resolved. As a result, earth’s 
citizens will dwell together in peace for the fi rst time since 
Adam and the reproach of the Jewish people will be removed 
forever (Isaiah 61:9, 62:1-4, Zechariah 8:23). In fact, through 
them all nations on earth will come to know the blessings of 
God (Genesis 22:18, Isaiah 2:1-4, Malachi 1:11). Th us, God’s 
chosen ones will fi nally fulfi ll their destiny in Him.

“He (the Messiah of Israel) will judge between many peoples 
and will settle disputes for strong nations far and wide. Th ey 
will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into 
pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, 
nor will they train for war any more (Micah 4:3).”

During the millennium, the plant and animal kingdoms will 
be restored to what they were before Adam sinned (Isaiah 2:1-
4, 11:10). “Th e wolf and the lamb will once again lie down 
together (Isaiah 11:6-9).”

Certain aspects of the future may be of academic interest 
only for us today, as they were recorded mainly for the benefi t 
of the tribulation saints. Th e church will not be around when 
many of those things happen. All we need to know right now 
is how it will all end and Daniel tells us clearly:

“In my vision at night I liked, and there before me was one 
like the son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He 
approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his pres-
ence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all 
peoples, nations and men of every language worshipped him. 
His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass 
away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed 
(Daniel 7:13&14).”

“Th en the sovereignty, power and greatness of the kingdoms 
under the whole heaven will be handed over to the saints, the 
people of the most high. His kingdom will be an everlasting 
kingdom, and all rulers will worship 
and obey him. Th is is the end of the 
matter (Daniel 7:27&28, emphasis 
added)!”

Th e revised and updated edition of 
Th e End Of Th e Matter! is available 
from John Haupt at J.H. Publish-
ing, Box 2254, Margate, 4275, e-
mail: jhpublish@venturenet.co.za.

kingdom, and all rulers will worship 
Th is is the end of the 

(Daniel 7:27&28, emphasis 

Th e revised and updated edition of 
 is available 

from John Haupt at J.H. Publish-
ing, Box 2254, Margate, 4275, e-

The end of the matter!
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By Oswald J. Smith
THERE is only one obstacle that can 
block up the channel and choke God’s 
power, and that is sin. Sin is the great 
barrier. It alone can hinder the work of 
the Spirit and prevent a revival.

“If I regard iniquity in my heart,” de-
clared David, “the Lord will not hear 
me (Psalm 66:18).”

And in Isaiah 59:1-2 we have these 
significant words: “Behold, the Lord’s 
hand is not shortened, that it cannot 
save; neither His ear heavy, that it 
cannot hear; but your iniquities have 
separated between you and your God, 
and your sins have hid His face from 
you, that He will not hear.”

Sin, then, is the great barrier, and it 
must be put away. Nor is there any al-
ternative. There can be no compromise. 
God will not work as long as there is 
iniquity covered up.

In Hosea 10:12 we read, “Sow to 
yourselves in righteousness, reap in 
mercy; break up your fallow ground: for 
it is time to seek the Lord, till He come 
and rain righteousness upon you.” 

And in 2 Chronicles 7:14 the promise 
of blessing is given – based, however, 
upon unalterable conditions:

“If My people, which are called by 
My name,” declares the Lord, “shall 
humble themselves, and pray, and seek 
My face, and turn from their wicked 
ways; then will I hear from heaven, 
and will forgive their sin, and will heal 
their land.”

Hence, nothing short of a broken 
heart over sin, full confession and res-
titution, will satisfy God. Sin must be 
forsaken utterly.

And not only sorrow for the conse-
quences and punishment of sin, but for 
sin itself as committed against God. 
Hell is full of remorse, but only for the 
punishment incurred. There is no real 
contrition. The rich man uttered not a 
word of sorrow for his sin against God 
(Luke 16:19-31).

But David, though guilty of both 
murder and adultery, saw his sin as 
against God alone (2 Samuel chapters 
11&12; Psalm 51:4). Mere remorse is 

not true, Godly sorrow unto repent-
ance. Judas, though filled with remorse, 
never repented.

Now God alone is able to bestow a 
contrite and broken heart, a sorrow 
that will result in the confession and 
forsaking of sin. And nothing short 
of that will suffice. “The sacrifices of 
God are a broken spirit: a broken and 
a contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not 
despise (Psalm 51:17).”

“He that covers his sins shall not 
prosper: but whosoever confesses and 
forsakes them shall find mercy (Prov-
erbs 28:13).” “Only acknowledge your 
iniquity, that you have transgressed 
against the Lord your God (Jeremiah 
3:13).”

Kinds Of Confession
There are three kinds of confession 

that must be considered:
*Private Confession: for where the 

sin has been committed against God 
alone it need be confessed to no other 
but God (1 John 1:9; Psalm 32:5).

*Personal Confession: for where 
the sin has been committed against 
another it must be confessed not only 
to God but also to the one who has 
been wronged. Nor will there be any 
peace until the confession has been 
made and forgiveness sought (Matthew 
5:23&24).

*Public Confession: for where the 
sin has been committed against the 
church, that is to say, the entire congre-
gation, a class, organisation or company 
of people, the confession must be as 
public as the transgression.

As long as iniquity among the people 
of God is covered over and unconfessed, 
just so long will the Spirit of God be 
unable to bring about a revival. Men 
must get right with each other in order to 
be right with God.

It is a common experience to find 
souls kneeling at the altar, calling upon 
God with apparent great anguish of 
heart, but failing to receive anything. 
And it is just as common for groups of 
people to gather together for nights of 

prayer for a revival and yet never have 
their prayers answered.

What is the trouble? Let the Word 
of God answer: “Your iniquities have 
separated between you and your God, 
and your sins have hid His face from 
you, that He will not hear (Isaiah 
59:2).” 

Hence, let us uncover our sin first of 
all; let us make straight the crooked 
ways, let us gather out the stones, and 
then we may ask in faith and expect-
ancy for showers of blessing.

Now let us take our sins one by 
one and deal with each transgression 
separately. And let us ask ourselves the 
following questions. It may be we are 
guilty and God will speak to us.

Have we forgiven everyone? Is there 
any malice, spite, hatred or enmity in 
our hearts? Do we cherish grudges; and 
have we refused to be reconciled?

Do we get angry? Are there any upris-
ings within? Is it true that we still lose 
our temper? Does wrath hold us at 
times in its grip?

Is there any feeling of jealousy? When 
another is preferred before us, does it 
make us envious and uncomfortable? 
Do we get jealous of those who can 
pray, speak and do things better than 
we can?

Do we get impatient and irritated? Do 
little things vex and annoy? Or are we 
sweet, calm and unruffled under all 
circumstances?

Are we offended easily? When people 
fail to notice us and pass by without 
speaking, does it hurt? If others are 
made much of and we are neglected, 
how do we feel about it?

Is there any pride in our hearts? Are we 
puffed up? Do we think a great deal of 
our own position and attainments?

Have we been dishonest? Is our busi-
ness open and above reproach? Do we 
give a yard for a yard and a pound for 
a pound?

Have we been gossiping about people? 
Do we slander the characters of others? 
Are we talebearers and busybodies?

Do we criticise unlovingly, harshly, se-
verely? Are we always finding fault and 

We must get right with each other 
in order to be right with God 
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We must get right with each other 
in order to be right with God 

looking for the flaws in others?
Do we rob God? Have we stolen time 

that belongs to Him? Has our money 
been withheld?

Are we worldly? Do we love the glitter, 
the pomp, and the show of this life?

Have we stolen? Do we take little 
things that do not belong to us?

Do we harbour a spirit of bitterness 
toward others? Is there hatred in our 
hearts?

Are our lives filled with lightness and 
frivolity? Is our conduct unseemly? 
Would the world, by our actions, con-
sider us on its side?

Have we wronged any one and failed to 
make restitution? Or, has the spirit of 
Zacchaeus possessed us? Have we re-
stored the many little things that God 
has shown us (Luke 19:8)?

Are we worried or anxious? Do we 
fail to trust God for our temporal and 
spiritual needs? Are we continually 
crossing bridges before we come to 
them?

Are we guilty of lustful thoughts? Do we 
allow our minds to harbour impure and 
unholy imaginations?

Are we true in our statements, or do we 
exaggerate and thus convey false impres-
sions? Have we lied?

Are we guilty of the sin of unbelief? In 
spite of all He has done for us, do we 
still refuse to believe the promises of 
His Word?

Have we committed the sin of prayerless-

ness? Are we intercessors? Do we pray? 
How much time are we spending on 
our knees? Have we crowded prayer 
out of our lives?

Are we neglecting God’s Word? How 
many chapters do we read each day? 
Are we Bible students? Do we draw our 
source of supply from the Scriptures?

Have we failed to confess Christ openly? 
Are we ashamed of Jesus? Do we keep 
our mouths closed when we are sur-
rounded by worldly people? Are we 
witnessing daily?

Are we burdened for the salvation of 
souls? Have we a love for the lost? Is 
there any compassion in our hearts for 
those who are perishing?

These are the things, both negative 
and positive, that prevent the work of 
God in the midst of His people. Let 
us be honest and call them by their 
right name. “Sin” is the word that 
God uses.

And the sooner we admit that we have 
sinned and are ready to confess and 
forsake it, the sooner we may expect 
God to hear us and work in mighty 
power.

Why Deceive Ourselves?
We cannot deceive God. Then let 

us remove the obstacle, the hindering 
thing before we take another step. “If 
we would judge ourselves, we should 
not be judged (1 Corinthians 11:31).” 

“Judgement must begin at the house of 
God (1 Peter 4:17).”

This has been the history of revival 
work all down the centuries. Night 
after night sermons have been preached 
and no result obtained, until some elder 
or deacon bursts out in an agony of con-
fession, and going to the one whom he 
has wronged, craves forgiveness.

Then – when confession and res-
titution have been made, the fallow 
ground broken up, sin uncovered and 
acknowledged – then and not until 
then, the Spirit of God comes upon 
the audience and a revival sweeps over 
the community.

Generally there is but one sin, one 
hindering thing. It was an Achan in 
the camp of Israel. And God will put 
His finger directly on the spot. Nor will 
He take it off until that one obstacle has 
been dealt with.

Oh, then, let us plead first of all the 
prayer of David when he cried, “Search 
me, O God, and know my heart: try 
me, and know my thoughts: and see 
if there be any wicked way in me, and 
lead me in the way everlasting (Psalm 
139:23&24).”

“None of us can see our own errors; 
deliver me, Lord, from hidden faults! 
Keep me safe, also, from wilful sins; 
don’t let them rule over me. Then I shall 
be perfect and free from the evil of sin 
(Psalms 19:12-13).”
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by Helen Gardiner
WE WHO are disciples of Jesus Christ 
are all on a journey, a pilgrimage in this 
life. It is a journey filled with purpose, 
and the purpose is His, not ours. 

In a nutshell, we are called to love, 
worship, reverence and glorify God; to 
love others; be conformed to the image 
of Jesus Christ, to come to know Him, 
play our part in discipling all nations 
and fulfil the good works He has pur-
posed and pre-destined for our lives.

It is a painful, yet glorious path that 
takes us through valleys, scaling hills 
and mountains – and on mountaintops, 
close to heaven. And when our hearts 
truly are set on making that pilgrimage, 
He never leaves us or forsakes us, and 
the promises of Psalm 84 are ours: 

“Blessed is the man whose strength is 
in You, whose heart is set on pilgrim-
age. As they pass through the Valley 
of Baca, they make it a spring; the rain 
also covers it with pools. They go from 
strength to strength; each one appears 
before God in Zion (verses 5-7).”

The pain in the journey is often caused 
by our having to give up our own 
dreams and visions, in order to embrace 
His. There are few, if indeed any, who 
find death to self and self ’s aspirations 

and dreams, a happy experience. But it 
is nevertheless an experience we must 
embrace – if we love Him and desire 
to let that love prove itself true by our 
obedience.

The good news is that we do ulti-
mately find that His vision is far bigger 
than ours was; and His resurrection life 
which flows after our death is glorious, 
full and fruitful.

It is all about seeking first His King-
dom, the keys of which He has pro-
vided through His life on earth, His 
death on the cross and His unique and 
all-powerful resurrection.

The key of humility
One of the keys to His Kingdom, 

which the Holy Spirit has been high-
lighting to me in recent months, is the 
key of humility.

We do all know, even if just in our 
heads, that our pride is a great abomi-
nation to the Lord. It causes Him to 
resist us and not pour out His grace 
upon us, and our pride sabotages the 
salvation-of-our-souls process.

Many months ago, the Lord high-
lighted this to the women’s discipleship 
group in our local church. I found a 
prayer from a book on Humility by 

Andrew Murray which seemed ap-
propriate for us to embrace. It goes 
like this… 

“Heavenly Father, may Your great 
goodness be known to me. Take from 
my heart, every kind and form and 
degree of pride, whether it be from 
evil spirits, or my own corrupt nature. 
Awaken in me the deepest depth and 
truth of that humility which can make 
me worthy of being but your servant, a 
vessel through which you can manifest 
the riches of your wisdom, power and 
goodness.”

Murray goes on to affirm: “If you can 
and will give yourself up in truth and 
sincerity to this spirit of prayer, I will 
venture to affirm that, if you had twice 
as many evil spirits in you as Mary 
Magdalene had, they will all be cast 
out of you, and you will be forced with 
her to weep tears of love at the feet of 
the holy Jesus.”

God was calling us to pray this on a 
daily basis – for a long time. One of the 
initial fruits of our prayers, were some 
ugly manifestations of pride! But then 
salvation began to come – not only the 
fruit of humility, but other Godly fruit 
also. Psalm 149:4 tells us, “He will 
beautify the humble with salvation.”

Hearts set on pilgrimage



Prepare the Way Prepare the Way 17

Satisfi ed with some evidence of good 
fruit, the temptation was to give up 
the prayer. But the Lord challenged 
me: “I want every trace of pride out of 
your heart.” So I kept praying, and He 
kept working.

I came to realise that pride is so pleas-
urable. It’s like a tasty truffl  e. And it is 
so motivating. Th e world knows this, 
and the feeding of pride is a good mo-
tivational key to employers getting the 
best out of their employees.

Some people seem to need to eat 
many of those truffl  es on a daily basis. 
Some can keep going on one a day, or 
one pride delicacy every few days. God 
was saying to me, “I want you to come 
to the place where you don’t need or 
crave even one of those tasty treats, 
EVER!”

Often the Holy Spirit begins His 
work of pride eradication by bringing 
us to a place of not craving any praise 
or bouquets from men – ever.

But the Lord wants to take us fur-
ther.

He homed in on my heart. “You know Hearts set on pilgrimage

how it is, when you’ve done some task 
for Me. You refl ect on it, stand back 
and assess that which has been brought 
forth through you, and when you feel 
the job has been done well, you get a 
warm fuzzy feeling. Th at is pride,” said 
the One intent on leading me into all 
truth.

Th e “warm fuzzy feelings” were my 
truffl  es. I probably needed one of those 
a day. Now God was saying, “No more, 
not even one!”

Oh, how I mourned! Truly, for several 
days, I am ashamed to say, I was deeply 
downcast. Because, I didn’t really want 
to repent of and lay down something 
which was pleasurable.

Pride needed that       
death blow

But pride needed that death blow, 
and the Holy Spirit encouraged and 
exhorted me not to shrink back.

At the end of the death process, I 
thought I had lost everything. It sure 
felt like it. 

“I’ve lost everything,” I moaned to 
the Lord. 

“But that’s alright,” He gave me the 
grace to add.

I looked up from my self-pitying, dark 
tunnel of gloom, to see brilliant shafts 
of light streaming into my cylindrical 
prison. And, behold the Good Shep-
herd was there, in the midst of the light 
– and He was smiling.

“All I called you to lose was your 
pride, not your call and your vision/My 
call and My vision. Here you are, take 
that back!” said the beaming One.

The vision or purpose for the pil-
grimage? His vision and mine? To 
go back, full circle, to the beginning 
of this article: In a nutshell, to love, 
worship, reverence and glorify God; 
to love others; to be conformed to the 
image of Jesus Christ; to come to know 
Him; to play my part in discipling all 
nations and to fulfi l the good works he 
has purposed and pre-destined for my 
time on earth.

Pray, beloved of the Lord, bought by 
His blood: what and whose purpose is 
driving you?

by Wesley L. Duewel 
THE goal of Scripture is an intensely 
personal love for Jesus possessing your 
whole being. Th e goal of redemption 
is your love-relationship, your love-life 
with Jesus. Christian living is living 
in love with Jesus. Prayer communion 
is looking lovingly into Jesus’ eyes, 
thrilling to Jesus’ voice, resting in 
Jesus’ arms. 

Christ’s passionate lovers have bejew-
elled the history and heritage of the 
church. No Christian is greater than 
his love. Few today realise the intense 
devotion to Christ in the early church 
and in our sainted martyrs. Th e Holy 
Spirit can develop in us just as ardent 
devotion as He did in those days. 

A.W. Tozer once said, “The great 
of the kingdom have been those who 
loved God more than others did.” 

Th ose who have really looked into the 
face of Jesus cannot but be captivated by 
His love. Too often our love for Jesus 
is sadly impersonal. We believe in His 
Person, we worship His Person, but 
we relate to Him far too impersonally. 
Th ere is too much distance, a tragic 

remoteness in our fellowship. True, 
He is our infi nitely holy God and we 
are but sin-deformed creatures before 
Him. He is our Sovereign King, and 
we bow before His majesty. But He 
is also our Saviour who loved us with 
such everlasting love that He forsook 
heaven’s throne to become the incarnate 
Son of Man, to die for us, to redeem 
us for Himself and make us the special 
and eternal object of His love. 

Indeed, He came to make us col-
lectively His bride and personally His 
beloved. Let’s humble ourselves before 

Him. Let’s confess how cool and casual 
we too often have been in our expres-
sion of love to Him. Let’s ask the Holy 
Spirit to give us a new baptism of love 
for Jesus. We need the Spirit’s help 
to love Jesus as we should. Perhaps 
we have had too little of the Spirit’s 
fullness to enable us to love with the 
personal ardour Jesus desires. 

All other passions build upon or fl ow 
from your passion for Jesus. A passion 
for souls grows out of a passion for 
Christ. A passion for missions builds 
upon a passion for Christ. When Hud-
son Taylor was once asked what was the 
greatest incentive to missionary work, 
he instantly replied, “Love of Christ.” 
William Booth’s passion for helping 
the underprivileged, the derelicts of 
society, and for world evangelisation 
was built upon his passion for Christ. 

Th e most crucial danger to a Chris-
tian, whatever his role, is to lack a pas-
sion of Christ. Th e most direct route to 
personal renewal and new eff ectiveness 
is a new all-consuming passion for Je-
sus. Lord, give us this passion, whatever 
the cost!

Fascinated with Jesus
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by John Gardiner
“Afterward the sons of Israel will return 

and seek the Lord their God and David 
their king; and they will come trembling 
to the Lord and to His goodness in the last 
days (Hosea 3:5, NASB).”

“Afterward the sons of Israel shall return 
and seek Jehovah their God and David 
their king. And they shall fear Jehovah and 
His goodness in the ends of the days (Hosea 
3:5, Literal Version).”
THE promise of God in this verse is 
this: In the last days there will be a 
returning to and an earnest seeking of 
the Lord by God’s people.

Revival is always first and foremost 
God’s people fully returning to Him 
– not God’s people praying about the 
wicked world about them. 

“If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from 
their wicked ways; then will I hear 
from heaven, and will forgive their sin, 
and will heal their land (2 Chronicles 
7:14).”

So in the last days there will come 
this returning to God, this seeking 
after God – by God’s people! And the 
shape this will take will be a people 
who come trembling to the Lord and 
to His goodness. The Literal Version is 

even stronger: they shall fear the Lord 
and His goodness.

The more you know Him, 
the more you fear Him

Not a people who fear the Lord and 
his judgement – but a people who fear 
the Lord and His goodness!

That may sound like something of a 
paradox, a mixture: to fear the Lord 
and fear His goodness, or to come 
trembling to the Lord and His good-
ness.

Surely the more you get to know 
someone and just how good he is, the 
more relaxed and casual you can be in 
his presence? No! With the Lord, the 
more you truly know Him and truly 
know His goodness, the more you fear 
Him. And that word fear doesn’t only 
mean that you’re scared of God. It also 
means you have this deep, reverent awe 
of Him.

A people who tremble at His goodness. 
Isn’t that powerful? This is the fullness 
of Christ Jesus!

At present you have two extremes in 
the church. On one hand there are peo-
ple who legalistically fear Him because 
that’s what they’ve been taught to do. 
All they know is the fear of the Lord 

– living with cold, hard truth without 
any real understanding of the goodness 
of God.

At the other extreme you have people 
who for years and years have tried to 
get by on the goodness of God. They’ve 
winked at their sin, and tried to con-
vince themselves that they can just 
live on the grace and goodness of God 
and have this happy-go-lucky, harry-
casual relationship with Him. They’ve 
majored on intimacy without the rever-
ence and awe. I strongly suspect these 
are the people whose war-cry is: God is 
good all the time, and all the time God is 
good! But I may be wrong.

For many years I’ve known that 
God is good. But recently I’ve begun 
to catch an ever-growing revelation 
of His overwhelming goodness. Just 
how enormous and vast it is, just how 
incredibly detailed and meticulous it 
is. And I can say with absolute honesty 
that the true revelation of the goodness 
of God causes more fear of the Lord, 
more reverent awe and worship in me 
than judgement ever did.

I’ve always known that God is capable 
of the most incredible just and right-
eous and swift judgement, but a true, 
living, daily increasing revelation of 
His goodness will cause greater fear, 

Fear the Lord... fear His goodness 
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awe and reverence of Him.
And this verse also says this trembling 

at His goodness also has something to 
do with sonship. “Sons of Israel will 
return and seek the Lord their God 
and David their king.” 

These are those bearing the mark of 
true sonship; who fully return to the 
Lord in the last days, who truly seek 
after Him.

Psalm 25:14 puts it another way: “The 
friendship of the Lord is with them that 
fear him; And He will show them his 
covenant.”

God will only give a full revelation 
of His covenant to His friends, those 
who fear Him. These will become a 
covenant people, people who live in 
the full understanding and the glorious 
security of the new covenant! 

True sonship has everything to do with 
being a covenant people!

And this end-times coming together 
of grace and truth, friendship and fear, 
trembling at his goodness, can only be 
fully found in Christ Jesus.

This verse says they will seek the 
Lord their God and David their king. 
Who is seated on the throne of David 
right now, who is the One true King 
of Kings of the royal house of David? 
Jesus Christ!

“All over the world this gospel is bear-
ing fruit and growing, just as it has been 
doing among you since the day you 
heard it and understood God’s grace 
in all its truth (Colossians 1:6).”

What many people don’t realise is 
that the only way to His grace, the only 
way to the fullness of God’s goodness 
is through His truth and through true 
fear of the Lord.

And a very major part of the fear of 
the Lord, of coming trembling to Him 

and His goodness, is not just reverence 
and awe – it’s also being sensitive to His 
convicting presence and responding 
to that conviction. A hallmark of true 
fear of the Lord is that you respond in-
stantly to the conviction of His Spirit.

One of the most important, valuable 
aspects of spending time with the Lord 
is that He will not only speak to us and 
give us revelation, but He will convict 
us when we begin to stray.

Why does He convict you? So you 
can repent and thus draw even closer 
to Him. 

“Or do you show contempt for the 
riches of his kindness, tolerance and 
patience, not realising that God’s 
kindness leads you towards repentance 
(Romans 2:4)?”

The convicting power of His 
goodness

It’s the kindness and goodness of God 
– the convicting power of his goodness 
– that draws you towards repentance 
in the first place.

But the incredible thing about God 
is that the more you respond to that 
conviction and repent, the more you 
see of His goodness and the more you 
dwell in His goodness.

This is a very, very powerful thing 
that satan wants to keep you blinded 
to. He wants to keep you away from the 
kindness of God that will lead you to 
repentance and an even bigger revela-
tion of His goodness. He wants you to 
show contempt for the riches of God’s 
kindness and to bring condemnation 
that will always lead you away from 
the Lord.

We have to begin to recognise the 
difference between the convicting pres-

ence of God that leads to deeper inti-
macy and the condemnation of satan 
that leads to greater separation. 

This is very simple but very powerful: 
the kindness of God draws, leads you to 
repentance. And as you repent you are 
then able to see more of His goodness, 
and that revelation of more of his good-
ness draws you into even deeper repent-
ance, and that deeper repentance takes 
you into an even deeper revelation of 
His amazing goodness and kindness.

And all the time, as this is happening, 
you are being drawn into closer and 
closer fellowship with Him. It is only 
in the fullness of His presence that we 
are able to see ourselves as we truly are, 
and become capable of a deep inner 
repentance. 

Isaiah was a righteous man who had 
been “in ministry” for a number of 
years, but then one day he had a revela-
tion of the throne of God. Now, in the 
reflection of the glory, the power, the 
majesty, the holiness, the goodness of 
this heavenly throne, he sees his need to 
repent even further. “Then said I, Woe 
is me! for I am undone; because I am a 
man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the 
midst of a people of unclean lips: for 
my eyes have seen the King, the Lord 
of hosts (Isaiah 6:5).” 

This is true intimacy
This is true fear of the Lord – a people 

who tremble at the goodness of God.
Fear of the Lord’s judgement will take 

you to the outer edges of His presence. 
Fear of the Lord’s judgement will get 
you reacting and responding, but often 
with completely the wrong motives

Fear of the Lord’s kindness will take 
you trembling all the way into the very 
depths of His being.
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by Greg Hinnant
“But none of these things move me (Acts 20:24).”
EVERYTHING and everyone in this satanically influenced 
world will at times try to move a Christian disciple. Hence 
we must learn, as the apostle Paul did, not to be moved: 
“But none of these things move me (Acts 20:24, emphasis 
mine).”

Literally, to “move” is to physically change, shift, reposition, 
or relocate something; this often creates a separation between 
two things previously close or united. Spiritually, a Christian 
is “moved” when he (or she) yields to satanic pressure to make 
wrong and harmful changes in his belief, daily living, or service. 
This speaks of a detrimental spiritual shift away from Jesus 
— confidence in Him, closeness to Him, and conscientious 
compliance with His will for one’s personal life. 

Such a move leaves us, Christ’s earthly branches, separated 
from Him, the heavenly Vine with whom previously we have 
been closely linked, through whom alone we receive spiritual 
life, and by whom alone we produce spiritual fruit.

Technically, being spiritually moved speaks of degeneration, 
a gradual stepping back from sanctification (a progressively 
spiritual walk) to carnality, which is worldly or unspiritual 
thinking and living. Degeneration is a very serious mat-
ter because it renders us unfit for the Master’s use, and, if 
continued, leads us into apostasy, or a complete falling away 
from the truth and way of God.

To avoid being moved we must recognise the ways satan 
tries to move us. Here are some of them.

He tries to move us to doubt by exposing our minds to ap-
parent contradictions to God’s Word, such as unexplainable 
archaeological or paleontological facts, unproven scientific 
theories, extra-biblical revelations, or doctrinal errors, and 
to people who hold smug, head-shaking contempt for our 
seemingly archaic faith. Atheism, agnosticism, Darwinism, 
academic scepticism of Holy Scripture, these are just some 
of the sharp arrows of misgiving satan shoots at his favorite 
target: our confidence in God’s wonderful, loving character 
and wondrous, living Word.

He tries to move us to fear by luring us to focus our attention 
on our rejections, defeats, unresolved problems, long-delayed 
answers to prayers, or threatening or violent enemies; or by 
flooding our minds with negative, self-denigrating thoughts 
or fearful imaginations.

He tries to move us to sin by placing before our eyes or ears 
the sights and sounds of sinful pleasure, or purely worldly 
wealth, power, and honour, in hopes of stirring our carnal 
nature and luring us from the safe refuge of holiness and 
contentment with Jesus and the things He has given us.

He tries to move us to pride, the worst and most despir-
itualising sin, by flooding our minds with self-important 
thoughts — self-chosen plans, self-aggrandising ambitions, 
self-exalting imaginations, or self-congratulatory memories 

of past accomplishments 
and accolades —among 
which cerebral impulses 
there is little or no grati-
tude to God or others.

He tries to move us to ne-
glect our personal fellowship 
with Jesus by exciting our 
minds with vanity — the 
false, fleeting importance 
of worldly ambitions, hon-
ours, cares, interests, and 
activities that are highly 
esteemed only by people 
who don’t closely know 
and walk with God — or 
poisoning them with lies; 
for instance, that seeking 
God is not vital, that God 
is not “a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek him 
(Hebrews 11:6).”

He tries to move us to bit-
terness by trying to incite 
us to envy; or by sending 
offensive people, unfair 
losses, and oppressive authorities our way, hoping we will 
take offense with Jesus, the Blessed One, for permitting 
these bitter ones to touch our lives in an adverse way: “(just) 
touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face 
(Job 1:11).”

He tries to move us to abandon our God-assigned duty by stir-
ring in us discouragement arising from persisting resistance, 
repeated failures (apparent or real), distressing thorns in the 
flesh, and heavy crosses.

He tries to move us to abandon God’s ways by prompting us 
to compare them with this modern world’s frenetic, human 
wisdom-dependent methods. God’s ways of living, guidance, 
and work are markedly slower and different. He just isn’t in a 
hurry, nor is the Creator a slavish conformist. But impatience 
and the desire to conform to society are powerful forces 
within us, and, if we yield to them, they will soon lead us to 
stop doing things God’s way. Most of us praise the simple, 
slow-moving, prayer-driven, faith- and patience-dependent 
ways of God in church meetings yet ignore them when we 
meet trouble in our daily living, working, and ministry.

He tries to move us to forsake the place God has chosen for us 
to live, work, and minister by creating “famines” of delay or 
firestorms of controversy in our neighbourhoods, churches, 
cities, and nations of promise. When after years of waiting 
and suffering persecution David yielded to the lie that King 
Saul would eventually kill him, he changed his residence 
from the Judean wilderness to the Philistine city of Ziklag 
— a place not in God’s plan for David and hence in which 
He could not bless him.
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While contemplating the 
courageous Christian life 
that refuses to be moved, 
we may be challenged by 
the defeatist lie that has 
taken down many a good 
Christian: “It just can’t be 
done!” But the Bible as-
serts the contrary: “With 
God all things,” including 
those quite impossible to 
us, “are possible (Mat-
thew 19:26).” Consider 
this impressive list of the 
unmoved.

Moses refused to be 
moved from his sweet 
personal fellowship with 
I AM despite the bitter, 
full-blown hatred and de-
nunciation of the Egyptian 
state and its stubborn head, 
Pharaoh. Isaac was not 
moved from the place to 
which God called him 
even though his Philistine 
neighbours treated him 
rudely, even violently, over 
water rights. 

Hezekiah and his peers 
were not moved to fear and 

panic, though, when surrounded by Sennacherib’s massive 
undefeated armies, they seemed to be staring disaster in the 
face. Nehemiah was not moved from his duty to rebuild 
Jerusalem’s walls by the mockery, threats, and plots of his 
enemies or the disloyalty of some of his Jewish brethren. 
Joseph was not moved to immorality despite the lustful 
advances of Potiphar’s wife. 

Jesus was not moved from His heavenly Father’s appointed 
ways and times even when the devil subtly offered him God’s 
will — bread-making miracles, religious fame in Israel’s 
temple courts, and rulership of the nations — but in a selfish 
way (no cross!) and time (now!). The early Christians were 
not moved to offence at the Good Shepherd when many of 
their believing family members and friends were publicly 
condemned, deprived of property, and horribly executed by 
the unjust decrees of callous Roman emperors and self-serv-
ing proconsuls. 

Nor were the now-famous (but then-infamous) Bible trans-
lators, reformers, and revivers, such as William Tyndale, John 
Huss, and Charles G. Finney, offended when their good 
names were viciously disparaged by the unenlightened and 
often envious apostate religious leaders of their day. 

But that was then and this is now. Is it still possible for us 
to be unmoved today?

Certainly! And here’s how we can do it. We should become 
Word-filled, by incessant reading of and meditation on the 

written Word, the Bible, and by habitual communion with 
the living Word, Jesus, in daily prayer and worship. And then 
we must obey the Word in our daily circumstances, which are 
always arranged by God (see Romans 8:28.). This will keep 
our souls Spirit-filled — and hence our trust in God high and 
our probability of being moved low, because, “They who trust 
in the Lord shall be as Mount Zion, which cannot be removed, 
but abideth forever (Psalm 125:1, emphasis mine).” 

This is also how we “set” the Lord — who is the Word 
— before us always: “I have set the Lord always before me; 
because He is at my right hand, I shall not be moved (Psalm 
16:8, emphasis mine).” Note the psalmist seems to lay all the 
responsibility on us for doing this: “I have set…” Is, then, our 
spiritual standing entirely in our hands?

Certainly not! God has wisely and lovingly given us a won-
derful safety net: Himself and His unfailing faithfulness! 
When quoting Psalm 16:8, the Book of Acts brings out, not 
our actions but God’s: “I foresaw the Lord always before my 
face; for He is on my right hand, that I should not be moved 
(Acts 2:25, emphasis mine).”

In this rendering Luke credits, and rightly so, not the 
psalmist’s diligent obedience, but God’s personal presence, 
omniscient watchfulness, and continuous help, for the stead-
fastness of the psalmist’s faith, living, and labours. 

Why the differing emphases? They are complimentary, not 
contradictory, references; inspired nuances telling us that, 
while we are responsible to continually “set” the Lord before 
us, if we should fail, the Lord stands by to faithfully alert us 
when we are being moved and to urge us to immediately cor-
rect ourselves. If we respond to His convicting voice, as David 
did after the rod of divine correction struck his household at 
Ziklag, we will not be “greatly,” or permanently, moved. 

This distinction is brought out in Psalm 62: “He only is my 
rock (shelter, fortress)… I shall not be greatly moved (verse 
2, emphasis mine).” If through pride, however, we refuse 
to respond, we will be “greatly” moved. We will experi-
ence a lasting detrimental spiritual shift away from Jesus 
— confidence in Him, closeness to Him, and conscientious 
compliance with His will. Why is it so important that this 
not happen?

Because a lot is riding on the influence of our spiritual 
stability or instability: our families, fellow believers, and 
only God knows how many others whom our lives will 
touch. If our houses of character and ministry stand — “the 
rain…floods…wind blew and beat upon that house, and it 
fell not (Matthew 7:25)” — our example will strengthen 
many weak believers. But if we’re moved, just the opposite 
will occur: “and it fell; and (of) great (effect or fallout) was 
the fall of it (verse 27).”

And, not to be discounted, our sworn spiritual opponents 
will rejoice and gloat: “Lest… those who trouble me rejoice 
when I am moved (Psalm 13:4).” 

And finally, and most importantly, God will be grieved: 
“Jesus wept (John. 11:35).”

So ponder this message. Then personally appropriate it, here 
and now: “None of these things shall move me!”
Copyright Greg Hinnant Ministries
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Daniel Nash,
remarkable 
intercessor
“I HAVE known people who prayed 
till they were soaked in sweat on a cold 
winter’s day. I have known people who 
have prayed for hours until they were 
totally drained of strength because of 
the agony of their souls. I have worked 
with a man of this calibre,” said Charles 
Finney 

While Charles Finney was preaching 
to the masses and seeing remarkable 
conversions, a humble man was pros-
trate in a house nearby, in intensive 
prayer for an outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit. The story of the almost unknown 
Daniel Nash is the story of a very pow-
erful prayer ministry. So important was 
Nash to Finney, that, a few weeks after 
Nash’s death, Finney went back to an 
ordinary pastoral ministry. 

Daniel Nash was born in 1775 at an 
unknown place in the USA. No one 
knows what happened to his life before 
he was 40. What we know is that at 
the age of 40 he became the pastor of 
a Presbyterian Church and during his 
first year there around 70 people were 
saved in something of a mini-revival. 

But he withdrew after being voted out 
of the church. The rejection from those 
he loved wounded him deeply. Also, 
as a result of a serious eye infection, 
he spent several weeks in a dark room 
where he could not read or write. The 
broken preacher began to pray earnestly 
and so began one of the greatest prayer 
evangelism ministries ever. 

When Finney came to Evan Mills 
in New York to start his evangelistic 
work, Nash joined him in a partnership 
which was to last until the death of 
Nash, seven years later. Their aim was 
to go to the lost ones where no one had 
previously preached the gospel. 

The foundational thought behind their 
work was that before you can evangelise 
an area, it needs to be prepared through 
prayer. Daniel Nash would quietly enter 

the town where Finney was intending 
to preach, and find two or three people 
who would pray with him in unity. 
Together they would pray intensively 
that God would work in the lives of the 
people in the town. Often it took three 
to four weeks of prayer before Finney 
could come. 

Finney recounts one episode: “When 
I came to a town to start revival, a 
lady contacted me. She said, ‘Brother 
Finney, do you know a Father Nash? 
He and two other men have been stay-
ing with me for the last three days, but 
they haven’t eaten anything. I heard 
them groaning, so I looked in and saw 
them prostrate. They have been lying 
like that for three days. I thought some-
thing terrible must have happened, but 
I was afraid to go in and didn’t know 
what to do. Could you please come 
and see if they are all right?’ No, that’s 
unnecessary, I said. They are only tra-
vailing in prayer.” 

Nash didn’t just pray before Finney 
came. While Finney was preaching, 
Nash and other intercessors were 
in a separate room, praying for the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the 
preacher. 

Finney clearly saw that the important 
thing in fruitful ministry was power-
ful prayer which meant that the Holy 
Spirit came on the assembly with such 
conviction that the conversions were 
real. Remarkably, up to 80 percent of 
the converts made during his preaching 
remained believers. 

With many conversions, it was not 

surprising that these two men were 
persecuted. False accusations were sent 
to the newspapers. Meetings were dis-
turbed by noise – stones were thrown 
at the building or shots fired outside. 
On one occasion, effigies of Finney and 
Nash were hanged and burnt before a 
great crowd of people. The enemies of 
revival counted Nash as an equal to 
Finney in the work. They feared and 
hated his prayers at least as much as 
Finney’s preaching. 

Nash used to have a list of people 
whose salvation he prayed for daily. 
Even several times a day he would pray 
for the same people and he got results. 
As Finney said, “He concentrated en-
tirely on praying for people who were 
so hard that they could not be reached 
in any other way.”
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Somalia: first 
church
In 2002 Somalia was listed 
as the least-reached nation 
in the world, with only one 
evangelical Christian for 
every 67 314 inhabitants. 

Missionaries in Somalia 
have just sent the following 
news: “For 15 years, Soma-
lia has stood for anarchy, 
hunger, death, violence and 
refugees. The nation has 
now managed to form a new 
government. Many Somalis 
have experienced death-
bringing hate, and know 
that Islam never managed to 
bring peace to their nation. 
When they hear that Jesus 
prayed for his murderers 
while on the cross, they are 
deeply touched. Perhaps God 
had to allow the situation in 
Somalia in order to open the 
people for the Gospel. 

“For decades, there were 
very few Christians, and 
even today, many pay for 
their faith with their life. 
Now, though, couples and 
even entire families are com-
ing to Jesus, and children are 
hearing the Word of God in 
the churches. A dream held 
by missionaries for decades 
has just been fulfilled: a few 
months ago, a number of So-
mali groups joined to plant 
a church. Even government 
officials have to admit that 
their nation is no longer 100 
percent Moslem. The new 
Christians are growing in 
faith and assuming more and 
more responsibility.”
Name and address withheld

England: 
Greenbelt is 
back

The Greenbelt Festival held 
in Cheltenham, England 
every August, is experi-
encing a comeback. The 
annual festival, originally 
evangelically-focussed and 
arts-oriented, began in 1974 
with only 2 000 visitors. Fol-
lowing a period of decline in 
the ‘90s, this year’s festival 
attracted a record number of 
20 000 visitors.

John Bell of the Iona Com-
munity says “In a material-
istic and anti-institutional 
age, in which churches are 
marginalised and ridiculed, 
Greenbelt stands out as a life-
changing, faith-strengthen-
ing and politically involved 
experience. Many people are 
losing their traditional un-
derstanding of Church, and 
see festivals like Greenbelt as 
the expression of a new way 
of being church.”

India: openness 
for the gospel 
after miracles 
Surgeon Dr Victor Choud-
hrie of Madhya Pradesh, 
India, reports that at the mo-
ment, it is mainly miracles 
which cause people to open 

their hearts for Jesus and, 
when they have heard more 
about him, commit their 
lives to him. 

“God is working predomi-
nantly through women and 
uneducated people,” says 
Choudhrie. In July this year 
alone, Choudhrie knows of 
352 people who were bap-
tised, 77 new churches plant-
ed and 1 506 people who 
have been trained as church 
planters. Here is a selection 
of his recent reports:

Nirmala Bai had been 
fighting mental illness and 
epilepsy for three years. Her 
marriage had become trau-
matic, and none of the medi-
cal treatments had any effect. 
Finally, someone suggested 
that an evangelist pray for 
her. She was completely 
healed, and is now part of a 
growing church, along with 
her husband.

The heavy rain in the mon-
soon period drives many 
snakes into the villages. That 
leads to many snake bites, 
and few can be treated in 
time. Mohit was in the for-
est when he was bitten by a 
snake. He managed to make 
it back to his village and tell 
people what had happened, 
then lost consciousness. Nei-
ther the snake-charmers nor 
the village healer could do 
anything to help him. One 
of his neighbours asked a 
follower of Christ to pray 
for Mohit; 25 minutes later, 
he regained consciousness. 
Many people became open 
for the gospel through this 
miracle.

In Chattisgargh State, a 
deadly snake wrapped itself 
around a 15 year old’s hand 
during a church planting 
seminar. He managed to 
brush it off, but it fell on 
someone else. That person 

also managed to shake it 
off, and it finally landed on 
an open Bible. It died on 
the spot. The witnesses who 
did not yet know Jesus were 
astonished, and many have 
started following Jesus.
Source: Dr Victor Choudhrie

Piet Retief 
Intercessors’ 
Camp
All inter-
cessors are 
invited to 
t h e  P i e t 
Retief In-
tercessors’ annual camp, 
which will be held at the 
Assegaai Revival Centre 
from October 21-23. The 
theme is “Prepare the Way” 
and the guest speakers will 
be John & Helen Gardiner 
of Prepare the Way magazine. 
The cost for the weekend is 
R200. For registration or 
more details, contact Simone 
on (017) 826-0476 or at 
admin@wellspring.org.za. 
Booking is essential.
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to Canaan, as he desired, 
yet he went to heaven, 
which was better (Deuter-
onomy 34:4&5).

10 He cannot sin (1 
John 3:9) yet he 

cannot but sin (1 John 1:8). 
He cannot sin habitually, 
and with full consent of 
will; yet he cannot but sin 
actually, through weak-
ness.

11 H e  s a y s ,  “ O 
w retched  ma n 

that I am! who shall deliver 
me (Romans 7:24)?” Yet he 
says, “O blessed man that 
I am! Who shall condemn 
me (Romans 8)?”

12 He grieves, yet 
rejoices under the 

strokes of his heavenly 
Father’s hands. He grieves 
that his Father’s hand 
strikes him, yet rejoices 
that it is the hand of a fa-
ther (Hebrews 12:6&7).

13 He knows there is 
no absolute per-

fection in this life, yet is continually 
reaching after it (Philippians 3:12-
14).

14 The less his burden grows, the 
more he feels it. The less sin 

he has, the more aware he is of sin; not 
that sin grows, but light, holiness, and 
tenderness are increased (1 Timothy 
1:15).

15 He is content to live, yet will-
ing to die. He desires to serve 

Christ here, yet desires more to depart, 
and to be with him in heaven (Philip-
pians 1:23).
Written by Puritan John Mason, who 
died in 1694.

1 He lives in another 
(Galatians 2:20). He is 

wise in another (1 Corinthi-
ans 1:30). He is righteous in 
another (Romans 10:4). He 
is strong in another (Isaiah 
45:24).

2 He is very low in hu-
mility, but very high 

in hope. He knows he is 
undeserving of the least 
mercy, yet expects the great-
est (Genesis 32:10&12).

3 He is in the world, but 
not of the world (John 

15:19). In the world as a 
pilgrim, but not as a citizen. 
His habitation is below, but 
his conversation above.

4 He is meek, but vehe-
ment; meek in his own 

cause, but vehement in the 
cause of God. As Moses, 
who was dead to affronts, 
deaf to reproaches, and blind 
to injuries. He will comply 
with anything that is right-
eous, but with nothing that 
is sinful. He will stoop to 
the needs of the lowliest, 
but will not yield to the sinful desires 
of the greatest.

5 He works out his salvation with 
fear and trembling, yet believes 

in Christ without fear and trembling 
(Philippians 2:12&13). He does much 
for God, yet counts himself an unprof-
itable servant. He works as if be were 
to live here always, yet worships as if 
he were to die tomorrow.

6 When he is weak, then is he strong 
(2 Corinthians 12:10). When he is 

most sensible of his own weakness, and 
most dependent on Christ’s strength, 
then he stands the safest.

7 When he is most vile in his own 
eyes, he is most glorious in the 

eyes of God. When Job abhorred him-
self, then God raised him (Job 42:6). 
When the centurion thought himself 
the most unworthy, Christ said, “I 
have not found so great faith, no, not 
in Israel (Matthew 8:8&10).”

8 He is content with his condition, 
yet longs and prays for a better (2 

Corinthians 5:4).

9 His losses are gains; as Job’s (Job 
42:12). His falls are risings; as 

Peter’s (John 21:17). His aff lictions 
are promotions, as Jacob’s: “All these 
things are against me,” he says (Genesis 
42:36). Yet all those things were for 
him. His disappointments are prefer-
ments, as Moses’; though he did not go 

The mystery of a Christian

When the door opens we ought to press in, sacrificing our lives if 
needs be for God... of course it costs life. It is not an expedition of 

ease nor a picnic excursion to which we are called. It is going to cost 
many a life, and not lives only, but prayers and tears and blood.  

Dr Zwemer 


	cover
	september

