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by John Fawcett
“We also rejoice in our afflictions, because we 
know that affliction produces endurance, endur-
ance produces proven character, and proven 
character produces hope (Romans 5:3&4).”

THE chastisements of Christ are 
precious to those who believe. 

The believer’s love for Jesus Christ, 
not only continues under the rod of 
correction – but is quickened and 
increased by it! Thus it is distin-
guished from that pretended love, 
which exists only in times of prosper-
ity. The afflicted Christian is enabled 
to consider that whom the Lord loves 
He chastens, and scourges every son 
whom He receives; and that He only 
afflicts us for our profit – to make us 
partakers of His holiness.

The Lord can so manifest Himself to 
His afflicted people, that the season 
of affliction shall be to them a season 
of great consolation. He is to them a 
fountain of life, of strength, of grace 
and comfort in the afflictive hour – and 
of His fullness they receive, as their 
circumstances require. 

The Lord Jesus Christ is a sun to 
enlighten and cheer His afflicted follow-
ers, and a shield to defend them. He is 
a hiding-place from the storm, a shelter 
from the tempest, and as the shadow of a 
great rock in a dry and weary land.

All the afflictions of God’s people are 
designed – under His gracious manage-
ment – to test, to make manifest, and to 
exercise, those graces and virtues which 
He has implanted in them. Though 
afflictions in themselves are not joyous 
but grievous, nevertheless they yield 
the peaceable fruits of righteousness in 
those who are exercised by them. 

Afflictions serve to quicken the spirit 
of devotion in us; and to rouse us from 
that formality and indifference which 
frequently attend a long season of ease 
and prosperity. We are constrained to 
seek God with sincerity and fervour 
when His chastening hand is upon us, 
since we then feel our absolute need of 
the help and deliverance which He alone 
can give us.

When the loss of any temporal enjoy-
ment casts us into excessive 
despondency and dejec-
tion, it is evident that 
what we have lost 
was the object of 
our inordinate love. 
The most innocent 
attachments cease 
to be innocent when 
they have too tight a 
hold on us! To cling 
to any created object, and 
to look for happiness from 
it, is to make an idol of it and set it up 
in God’s place. Should this object be 
a friend, a brother, a wife, or a child 
– the idolatry is still odious in the eyes 
of God, to whom we owe our chief 
affection. Our warmest passions, our 
most fervent love, desires, hopes, and 
confidences – should always have God 
for their object. It is His desire that our 
happiness should not centre in any of 
the good things of this life.

Losses and disappointments are the 
trials of our faith, our patience, and our 
obedience. When we are in the midst 
of prosperity, it is difficult to know 
whether we have a love for the Benefac-
tor, or only for His benefits. It is in the 
midst of adversity that our piety is put 
to the trial.

Afflictions serve most effectually to 
convince us of the vanity of all that this 
world can offer; to remind us that this 
is not our rest; and to stir up desires and 
hopes for our everlasting home. 

They produce in us a spirit of sympathy 
towards our companions in tribulation. 

They give opportunity for the exercise 
of patience, meekness, submission, and 
resignation. Were it not for the whole-
some and necessary discipline of afflic-
tion, these excellent virtues would lie 
dormant. 

Afflictions serve to convince us more 
deeply of our own weakness and insuf-
ficiency, and to endear the person, the 
grace, the promises, and the salvation 
of our Redeemer, more and more to our 
hearts. Thus we are taught to esteem 

His very chastisements as precious on 
account of the benefits we derive from 
them.

Afflictions are not to punish – but to 
purify the believing soul. They are not 
in wrath – but in mercy. Amidst the 
distresses and miseries of life it is a joy to 
belong to Christ, without whose permis-
sion and appointment, no evil can befall 
us! 

He always sends afflictions for our 
good; and knows by experience, what 
it is to suffer them. His kind hand will 
speedily put an end to all the pains we 
feel, when we have derived from them 
all the good which He intends to do for 
us, by them.

How many, how suitable, how sov-
ereign are the supports our heavenly 
Father affords to His afflicted children! 
They make the affliction, which in itself 
would seem heavy and tedious, appear 
to be light, and but for a moment. 

It is happier to be in the furnace of 
affliction with these supports than to be 
in the greatest prosperity without them! 
Blessed with the hopes and comforts 
of Christ, the true Christian would 
prefer the lot of Lazarus, with all the 
poverty and distress which he endured, 
to the lot of the rich man, who, amidst 
all the splendour and affluence which 
this world could afford lived a life of 
alienation from God, and destitute of 
the sovereign supports which can only 
be enjoyed, by those who love and fear 
Him.

The afflictions of 
God’s people
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by A.W. Tozer
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! In his great mercy (1 Peter 1:3)…”

THERE are many who seem to 
think that God deals with some 

in mercy and with others in justice. 
However, the Bible makes it plain 
that God deals with all men in mercy 
and that every benefit God bestows is 
according to mercy!

If God had not dealt with us all in 
mercy, we would have perished before 
we could have had time to be converted. 
I like to think of it in this way – we float 
on the vast, limitless sea of divine mercy 
for it is the mercy of God that sustains 
the worst sinner.

The fact that I am alive and not dead is 
God’s mercy over me – and the same for 
you! It is true for all men, whether they 
believe it or not. 

Early in his first epistle the Apostle 
Peter blessed God, the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, because of His abun-
dant mercy towards those who believe 
and are begotten again. He blessed God 
because He has begotten us again and 
because it was through His abundant 
mercy that He did it and through it all 
that we might have a living hope, not a 
dead one!

The Spirit-led Christian life is not 
according to whim or impulse and yet 
there are Christians who feel that you 
cannot be spiritual without being unpre-
dictable, and that the more impulsive 
you are the more spiritual you are.

Years ago there was a popular heal-
ing evangelist who boasted that he 
was too busy running around to plan 
anything very well. So he just sort of 
muddled through meetings. As a result, 
he was advertised as a “man of lightning 

changes.” 
Personally, I am not sure about “men 

of lightning changes.” It may be tem-
perament, or it could be a cover-up for 
laziness and poor planning. My feeling 
is that men who depend upon impulsive 
whims usually are not much good in 
the church of Christ and they wouldn’t 
be any good if they worked for Ford or 
General Motors, either.

Why do I say that? Because I want 
to emphasise the manner in which the 
apostles were Spirit-led. They were not 
known as men of rash and impulsive 
moods, constantly changing decisions 
and judgements. Led by the Spirit of 
God, they wanted always to do what 
God wanted them to do. 

Peter was of little use to God until he 
got the victory over being whimsical and 
temperamental and impulsive. While 
he was still temperamental, scolding the 
Lord of Glory for this or that, he was of 
very little use to the Lord.

But when Peter was filled with the 
Holy Spirit and received a divine vision 
and began to suffer for Jesus’ sake, he 
became the great apostle. But God had 
to take those lightning changes out of 
Peter and stabilise him in the harness 
where he would work effectively and 
fruitfully for the Lord.

We are not to be victims of whim, 
the weather, the state of our health or 
whether or not we just happen to feel 
like praying.

We need to assemble ourselves together 
as believers whether the weather is good 
or bad. We have to pray and draw near 
to the Lord whether we feel like it or 
not. Reading Peter’s letter to those early 
Christians, we realise they were living 
for Jesus regardless of circumstances or 

their mood.
Actually, there are very few Christians 

among us who can testify that their 
spiritual moods are always at a high, 
sustained level.

A Christian brother will say to me: “I 
believe I am a Spirit-filled man. My all is 
on the altar as far as I know. But I don’t 
always have the same degree of feeling 
and spirituality. Sometimes I am up and 
sometimes I am down! What can I do 
about it?”

I am forced to reply in frankness: “I 
wish you could tell me because I do not 
know the answer! I do not know of any 
truly honest Christian who can say, ‘I 
live at a consistently high level! I fly at an 
altitude of 30 000 feet all the way!’”

If any of you can honestly say that you 
have never ceased from that high level 
in your Christian experience, you are 
blessed and I honour you!

I am not advocating an up-and-down 
Christian experience, but we are to live 
for God according to a holy, high spir-
itual logic and not according to shifting 
and changing frames of mind or moods. 
Amen!

Some would not want me to put it like 
that; they would call it a very unspiritual 
doctrine. “You have got to be blessed 
all the time,” they say. Happy, happy, 
happy!

But if they would just quit fibbing 
and tell the truth, they would admit 
that there are days when they are not 
as “happy, happy” as they were the day 
before. The great remedy for us all is to 
remember the abundant mercy of God, 
read God’s Word and pray, sing a song 
and take the means of grace and we will 
find ourselves satisfied in the Lord, as we 
ought to be!

So, all that He is doing for us is accord-
ing to His mercy, His abundant mercy.

This word abundant comes from a 
Greek word which means very large, 
very great, the largest number. Accord-
ing to His largest number, His very 
large, very great, many mercies, God has 
begotten us again.

The word abundant is not really suf-
ficient because everything God has is 
unlimited. Because He is the Infinite 
God, everything about Him is infinite 
which means it has no boundary in 
any direction. I know that is hard for 
us to comprehend, but we must come 
to this knowledge that God is infinite, 
unlimited, boundless, with no signpost 
anywhere in the universe saying “this is 
the end.”

When we use the expression, “the 
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mercy of God,” we are referring to 
that which is so vast that the word vast 
does not begin to describe it for we are 
talking about that which has no limits 
anywhere, that which has its centre any-
where and its circumference nowhere.

If you want to know how merciful God 
is, discover how great He is and you will 
know!

D.C. Kopp, a missionary to Africa, 
described a deacon who had the job of 
disciplining the converts. One young 
convert broke the rules and did things  a 
Christian brother shouldn’t do. After he 
had been disciplined many times, this 
deacon called him in and told him, “You 
have been failing us and disgracing your 
Christian calling and it is about enough! 
When we started dealing with you we had 
a bottle of forgiveness, but I am telling 
you that the bottle is just about empty!”

The missionary got a chuckle out of 
that incident for he thought it was a 
quaint way to let the brother know that 
he was no longer passing inspection. But 
it is far from being a demonstration of 
God’s dealing with us, for the bottle of 
God’s forgiveness has neither top nor 
bottom!

God has never yet said to a man, “The 
bottle of my mercy is just about empty!”

My father was 60 years old when he 
bowed before Jesus Christ and was born 
again. That was a near lifetime of 60 
years through which he had sinned and 
lied and cursed. But when he gave his 
heart to the Lord Jesus Christ and was 
converted, the mercy of God that saved 
him and took him to heaven was no 
greater than the mercy of God that had 
kept him and endured him for 60 years.

There is an old story that fits perfectly 
here about the Jewish rabbi who took 
a weary traveller into his house for a 
night’s rest. After they had eaten to-
gether, the rabbi said, “You are a very old 
man, are you not?”

“Yes,” the traveller replied, “I am 
almost a century old.”

As they talked, the rabbi brought up 
the matter of religion and asked the visi-
tor about his faith. “Oh, I do not believe 
in God,” he replied. “I am an atheist.”

The rabbi was infuriated. He arose and 
opened the door and ordered the man 
from his house. “I cannot keep an athe-
ist in my house overnight,” he reasoned.

The weary old man said nothing but 
hobbled to the door and stepped out 
into the darkness. The rabbi seemed to 
hear a voice saying, “Son, why did you 
turn that old man out?”

“I turned him out because he is an 

atheist and I cannot endure him over-
night!”

But then the voice of God said, “Son, 
I have endured him almost 100 years 
– don’t you think you could endure him 
for one night?” The rabbi rushed into 
the darkness and, overtaking the older 
man, brought him back into the house 
and then treated him like a long-lost 
brother.

It was the mercy of God that has en-
dured the atheist for nearly 100 years. It 
was the mercy of God that endured my 
father as a sinner for 60 years. The Bible 
plainly declares that God deals with all 
of us in mercy and that He never violates 
mercy. David testifies that, “The Lord is 
good to all: and his tender mercies are 
over all his works (Psalm 145:9).”

Any idea people may have that God 
works according to one facet of His 
nature one day and according to another 
facet the next day is all wrong. 

When God sent Judas Iscariot to hell 
He did not violate mercy, and when 
God forgave Peter it was not in violation 
of justice. Everything that God does 
is with the full protection of all of His 
infinite attributes. That is why a sin-
ner may live to be 100 years old and sin 
against God every moment of his life 
and still be a partaker His mercy. 

Don’t ever imagine God 
blesses us because we are good

However, brethren, we know there will 
be a day when the sinner will pass from 
this realm where God’s mercy supports 
him. He will hear a voice saying, “Depart 
from me, you worker of iniquity, for I 
never knew you!” Hell will be the justly 
apportioned abode of those who refuse 
redeeming mercy even though there has 
been a providential mercy at work on 
their behalf throughout their lives.

We Christians must not become self-
righteous and imagine we are living 
such wonderful lives that God blesses us 
because we are good. That is not so!

God blesses us because of His abun-
dant mercy, the mercy which He has 
bestowed upon us, and not because of 
any of our goodness. 

Although God wants us to be holy as 
He is holy, He doesn’t deal with us ac-
cording to the degree of our holiness but 
according to the abundance of His mercy. 
Honesty requires us to admit this.

The only reason mercy triumphs over 
judgement is that God, by a divine, 
omniscient act of redemption, fixed it so 
man could escape justice and live in the 

sea of mercy. The justified man, the man 
who believes in Jesus Christ, born anew 
and now a redeemed child of God, lives 
in that mercy always.

The unjust man, however – the un-
repentant sinner – lives in it now in a 
lesser degree, but the time will come 
when he will face the judgement of God. 
Though he had been kept by the mercy 
of God from death, from insanity, from 
disease, he can violate that mercy, turn 
his back on it and walk into judgement. 
Then it is too late!

Let us pray with humility and repent-
ance for we stand in the mercy of God. 
I heard of a man who had learned the 10 
Commandments so when he prayed he 
said, “Now, God, I admit I have broken 
No. 1 and No. 3 and No. 4 and No. 7, 
but remember, Father, I have kept No. 2 
and No. 5 and No. 6 and No. 10!”

How utterly foolish – that as men we 
should appeal to God and try to dicker 
with Him and portion out our goodness 
like a storekeeper! What an example we 
have set for us by the life and faith of the 
old Puritan saint, Thomas Hooker, as 
his death approached. Those around his 
beside said, “Brother Hooker, you are 
going to receive your reward.”

“No, no!” he breathed. “I go to receive 
mercy!” Brother Hooker rated very high 
in the ranks of holy men in the Body 
of Christ, yet he did not leave this life 
looking for a reward but still looking for 
the mercy of God!

If you have been looking at yourself 
– look away to the Lord of abundant 
mercy. Fixing yourself and trying to 
straighten yourself out won’t be suffi-
cient – you must come as you are!

Jesus told of two men who went into 
the temple to pray. One said, “God, here 
I am. I am all fixed up – every hair is in 
place.” The other said, “Oh God, I just 
crawled in off Skid Row. Have mercy 
upon me!” God forgave the Skid Row 
bum, but sent the other man away, hard-
ened and unrepentant and unforgiven!

We come to Him just as we are but in 
humble repentance, for when the human 
spirit comes to God feeling that it is 
better and more acceptable than others, 
it automatically shuts itself away from 
God’s presence. But when the human 
spirit comes to God knowing that any-
thing it receives will be of mercy, then 
repentance has done its proper work! 
God promises to forgive and bless that 
man and take him into His heart and 
teach him that all of God’s kindnesses 
are due to His mercy.

What more can a sinner ask?
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ON April 6, 1923, in a small town 
hall in Armadale, Scotland, Eric 

Liddell spoke for the first time of his 
faith in Christ. Eighty people came to 
hear Scotland’s famous runner give 
his testimony. 

“Shyly, he stepped forward and for a 
few seconds surveyed his waiting audi-
ence, then he began,” writes Catherine 
Swift in her biography, Eric Liddell.

“There was no lecturing, no fist thump-
ing on the table, no wagging or pointing 
a finger to stress a point, no raised voice 
to impress on them what he thought 
they should be doing. In fact, it wasn’t a 
speech at all. It was more of a quiet chat, 
and in his slow clear words, Eric for the 
first time in his life told the world what 
God meant to him. 

“He spoke of the strength he felt 
within himself from the sure knowledge 
of God’s love and support. Of how he 
never questioned anything that hap-
pened either to himself or to others. He 
didn’t need explanations from God. He 
simply believed in Him and accepted 
whatever came.” 

News of Liddell’s talk was reported in 
every newspaper in Scotland the next 
morning. God was preparing Liddell 
to honour Him, and his testimony still 
reverberates today. 

Liddell was an unorthodox sprinter. 
Coming out of trowel-dug starting 
holes, Liddell ran with abandon, head 
tilted toward the skies, knees thrust 
upward to his chin, feet rising high from 
the ground. Before each race, Liddell 
shook hands with each competitor, of-
fering his trowel to fellow runners who 
struggled to dig their starting holes in 
cinder tracks with their cleats. 

When asked how he knew where the 

finish line was located, he replied in his 
deliberate Scottish brogue, “The Lord 
guides me.” 

As word of his faith in Christ spread 
through England, many wondered if 
he would display the same zeal on the 
track. Liddell silenced any sceptics in the 
AAA Championships in London in July 
1923, by winning the 220-yard dash and 
the 100-yard dash. His time in the 100 
stood as England’s best for 35 years. 

He won the Harvey Cup for the best 
performance of the meet and readied 
himself for the Paris Olympics in the 
summer of 1924. 

Liddell waited excitedly for the posting 
of the Olympic heats for the 100 me-
tres and the 4x100 and 4x400 relays, 
his best events. He was stunned upon 
learning the preliminary dashes were 
on Sunday. “I’m not running,” he said 
flatly and then turned his attention to 
train for the 200-metre and 400-metre 
dashes. 

He considered Sunday to be sacred, a 
day set apart for the Lord; and he would 
honour his convictions at the expense of 
fame. 

On Sunday, July 6, Liddell preached in 
a Paris church as the guns sounded for 
the 100-metre heats. Three days later, he 
finished third in the 200-metre sprint, 
taking an unexpected bronze medal. He 
quietly made his way through the heats 
of the 400 metres but was not expected 
to win. Shaking hands with the other fi-
nalists, he readied for the race of his life. 

Arms thrashing, head bobbing and 
tilted, legs dancing, Liddell ran to vic-
tory, five metres ahead of the silver me-
dalist. “The Flying Scotsman” had a gold 
metal and a world record, 47,6 seconds. 
Most of all, Eric Liddell had kept his 

commitment to his convictions of faith.
The next year, Liddell returned to 

China, where he had been born to mis-
sionary parents, as a teacher and mis-
sionary. In 1932, he was ordained as a 
minister and married in 1933. 

He ministered pleasantly and plainly, 
often travelling on bicycle, braving con-
stant fighting between Chinese warlords 
and Japanese in their growing conquest 
of China. 

His decision to share Christ in isolated 
communities, forcing him to leave his 
wife and children behind, was the result 
of insistent prayer. “Complete surren-
der” was his description of this attitude. 

In March of 1943, Liddell, along with 
other Americans and Britons, entered a 
Japanese internment camp. He was ap-
pointed math teacher and supervised a 
sports programme. He arose each morn-
ing to study his Bible and was the cheer 
of the camp. 

But his health deteriorated rapidly. 
A brain tumour ravaged his body with 
severe headaches. Shortly after his 43rd 
birthday in January 1945, Liddell col-
lapsed. His last words, spoken to a camp 
nurse, were, “It’s complete surrender.” 

Upon learning of Liddell’s death, all of 
Scotland mourned. Heaven rejoiced.

Eric Liddell, complete surrender
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by Watchman Nee

YOU believe in the death of 
the Lord Jesus and you be-

lieve in the death of the thieves 
with Him. Now, what about 
your own death? Your cruci-
fixion is more intimate than 
theirs. They were crucified at 
the same time as the Lord but 
on different crosses, whereas 
you were crucified on the self-
same cross as He, for you were 
in Him when He died. 

How can you know? You can 
know for the one sufficient reason 
that God said so. It does not de-
pend on your feelings. If you feel 
that Christ has died, He has died; 
and if you do not feel that He has 
died, He has still died. If you feel 
that you have died, you have died; 
and if you do not feel that you have 
died, you have nevertheless just as 
surely died. These are divine facts. 

That Christ has died is a fact, that the 
two thieves have died is a fact, and that 
you have died is a fact also. Let me tell 
you, You have died! You are done with! 
You are ruled out! The self you loathe is 
on the Cross of Christ. And “he that is 

dead is freed from sin (Romans 6:7).” 
This is the Gospel for Christians. 
Our crucifixion can never be made 

effective by will or by effort, but only by 
accepting what the Lord Jesus did on 
the Cross. Our eyes must be opened to 
see the finished work of Calvary. Some 
of you, prior to your salvation, may have 
tried to save yourselves. You read the Bi-

ble, prayed, went to church, gave tithes. 
Then one day your eyes were opened 

and you saw that a full salvation had 
already been provided for you on the 
Cross. You just accepted that and 
thanked God, and peace and joy flowed 
into your heart. And now the good news 

is that sanctification is made possible for 
you on exactly the same basis as that ini-
tial salvation. You are offered deliverance 
from sin as no less a gift of God’s grace 
than was the forgiveness of sins. 

For God’s way of deliverance is alto-
gether different from man’s way. Man’s 
way is to try to suppress sin by seeking to 
overcome it; God’s way is to remove the 

sinner. Many Christians mourn over 
their weakness, thinking that 

if only they were stronger all 
would be well... 

If we are preoccupied with 
the power of sin and with our 
inability to meet it, then we 
naturally conclude that to gain 
the victory over sin we must 
have more power. But this is 
altogether a fallacy; it is not 
Christianity. 

God’s means of delivering us 
from sin is not by making us 
stronger and stronger, but by 
making us weaker and weaker. 
That is surely rather a peculiar 
way of victory, you say; but it is 
the divine way. God sets us free 
from the dominion of sin, not 
by strengthening our old man 
but by crucifying him; not by 
helping him to do anything, 
but by removing him from the 
scene of action. 

For years, maybe, you have 
tried fruitlessly to exercise control 

over yourself, and perhaps this is 
still your experience; but when once 

you see the truth you will recognise that 
you are indeed powerless to do anything, 
but that in setting you aside altogether 
God has done it all. 

Such discovery brings human striving 
and self-effort to an end.

The
crucified 
life
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From a sermon given by David 
Wilkerson at an Assemblies of God 
headquarters chapel service

I AM not coming to you as a pastor 
but with a prophetic word. God 

shook me recently with this mes-
sage. He has called me to be one of 
His watchmen, and I have wept over 
this and prayed that He will help me 
deliver the message in a spirit of love. 
This is not a chastisement but a warn-
ing.

Accommodate means to adapt, to 
make suitable and acceptable, to make 
convenient. A gospel of accommodation 
is creeping into the United States. It’s an 
American cultural invention to appease 
the lifestyle of luxury and pleasure. 
Primarily a Caucasian, suburban gospel, 
it’s also in our major cities and is sweep-
ing the nation, influencing ministers 
of every denomination, and giving 
birth to megachurches with thousands 
who come to hear a non-confronting 
message. It’s an adaptable gospel that 
is spoon-fed through humorous skits, 
drama, and short, non-abrasive sermon-
ettes on how to cope – called a seeker-
friendly or sinner-friendly gospel.

To begin with, those terms are un-
scriptural. The gospel of Jesus Christ 
has always been confronting – there is 
no such thing as a friendly gospel but a 

friendly grace.
This new gospel is being propagated by 

bright, young, talented ministers. They 
have come upon a formula which states 
you can go into any town or city; and 
if you have the right formula, within a 
short time you can raise a megachurch.

If you are a young man and have 
certain skills, you find those skills and a 
part of the city that would best suit you. 
You move into that area, poll it, and find 
out what the non-churchgoers want:

“You don’t like choirs. Well, would you 
go to a church that didn’t have a choir?” 
Yes.

“You don’t like to wear suits. Would 
you go where it’s informal?” Yes.

Then you go to your computer and 
design a gospel that will not confront 
but will suit the desires and the needs 
of the people. After you have gathered a 
handful of people, you keep interview-
ing them to find out what they want; 
then you design your message to help 
people cope with their needs. The pro-
gramme you design is intended to make 
the church comfortable and friendly for 
all sinners who wish to attend.

This gospel is fast becoming the most 
prosperous and flourishing of all reli-
gious movements. Thousands attend 
these churches. The pastor is the CEO, 
and it becomes a business. They make 

no bones about it: They are following 
Madison Avenue tactics and can make 
a success of it. Their formula for quick 
church growth is cleverly packaged and 
is being sold especially to young minis-
ters – those who want to be a part of the 
big boys and what’s happening on a fast 
track. They want it to happen quickly.

Paul warned of the coming of another 
gospel and another Jesus (2 Corinthians 
11:4). He warned the church that it’s re-
ally not another gospel but a perversion 
of the true gospel of Jesus Christ. If you 
hear any other gospel, he said, let that 
preacher be accursed. In other words, no 
matter how pleasant, how pious, or how 
sincere, if the message is not the death of 
sin through the cross of Jesus Christ, let 
it be accursed.

I tremble when I read in the Scriptures 
that in the last days satan is going to 
come right into the church posing as an 
angel of light. He’s going to take minis-
ters who, at one time, had the touch of 
God, and he’s going to transform them 
into angels of light to become his tool of 
deception. 

That’s frightening. It causes me to fall 
on my face before God for such false, 
deceitful workers. Paul said they are go-
ing to glory in the flesh, in their bigness, 
their numbers, their influence, and their 
contemporariness. They will boast they 

accommodation

The dangers 
of the gospel of 
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are contemporary, that there is a gospel 
that is out of style that doesn’t reach 
human need anymore. They will glory in 
the world’s acceptance. 

Jesus warned, “Beware of false proph-
ets, which come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous 
wolves (Matthew 7:15).” The context of 
that warning was: “Straight is the gate, 
and narrow is the way, which leads to 
life, and few there be that find it (verse 
14).”

His warning was to beware of the 
wolves who are going to say it’s really not 
that narrow and straight – they are go-
ing to come posing as submissive sheep. 
Jesus put His finger on the cause: ambi-
tion – ambitious ravenous wolves. In the 
Greek it means “starved for recognition 
and quick gratification, quick growth.”

Jesus left no doubt about His mean-
ing. For example, He was addressing a 
struggling pastor who has worked for 
years and hasn’t seen the kind of growth 
he wants to see. A young man with 
an accommodating gospel moves into 
town and within a very short time has a 
megachurch. People are flocking there 
because there is entertainment; it’s a 
gospel of fun. 

I’ve been in some of them. It’s the 
gospel of entertainment that has no con-
viction whatsoever. There is very little 
in their gospel that speaks to sinners of 
repentance, brokenness, and cross-bear-
ing. A Christ is preached, Jesus’ name 
is mentioned, but Paul said theirs is 
another gospel, another Jesus.

Paul warned that if you are caught in 
this trap, if you want that hook of enter-
tainment, that hook of sudden growth, 
this is the hook: The enemy will put in 
your path a teaching.

I have two preacher sons. One of them 
confessed to me, “Dad, I was that close 
to being sucked in because I fasted 
and prayed and didn’t see the growth 
I wanted to see, and I saw these others 
grow. That hook was there, and I almost 
bought it.”

That is something this movement 
and every movement is going to have 
to look at and deal with: It is possible, 
through unholy ambition, to be trans-
formed from a man of God, who has 
been seeking God and getting a word 
from heaven, to an unholy ambition and 
a tool of satan. Let every pastor heed 
this warning: The moment you begin 
to consider the “competition,” seeds of 

accommodation will be planted in your 
heart. Suddenly, satan will put in your 
path a wolf in sheep’s clothing – a man 
who will try to seduce you into ungodly 
ambition and achieving church growth 
at any cost. Yet the truth is, it could cost 
you your soul.

If you find the right formula, according 
to the accommodation gospel, you can 
succeed in any field of endeavour. You 
see, this is the gospel of accommoda-
tion – the formula. You get the formula, 
you get what people want, and you can 
be a success. I am here to tell you that a 
formula-based, accommodating gospel is 
contrary to everything in Scripture.

God’s method
Certain men of God met at Antioch 

to send out men to preach the gospel 
and establish churches (Acts 13). Here is 
God’s method:
1. They ministered to the Lord and 
fasted. This was their planning session 
– worshipping, fasting, waiting on the 
Lord, and calling for direction from the 
Holy Spirit. They did not move until 
the Holy Spirit spoke. There were no 
formulas, no surveys, no door-to-door 
asking people what they wanted and 
then serving it to them.
2. They prayed – no strategising, no 
network, and not one step until the 
Holy Spirit spoke His mind. Then and 
only then did they lay hands upon them, 
anoint them, and send them out in the 
power and demonstration of the Holy 
Spirit.

Paul had lived his whole religious life 
on religious formulas, and he said they 
didn’t work. He gave up on formulas 
and said, “I determined not to know 
anything among you, save Jesus Christ, 
and him crucified (1 Corinthians 
2:2).” Paul boasted unashamedly, “We 
preach Christ crucified, to the Jews 
a stumblingblock, and to the Greeks 
foolishness (1 Corinthians 1:23).” He 
was saying, “Gentlemen, they want us 
to accommodate. The Jews are looking 
for signs in our gospel. The Greeks want 
the wisdom. They want to know how to 
cope, but I’m not compromising. There’s 
only one message. Our gospel has been 
and will be the Cross and its demands as 
well as its victories. As for me, I’m deter-
mined to preach nothing among you but 
Christ and Him crucified.”

I see three things in the gospel of ac-
commodation:

1. It is the accommodation of man’s 
love for pleasure.

“This know also, that in the last days 
perilous times shall come. For men 
shall be lovers… of pleasures more than 
lovers of God (2 Timothy 3:1-4).” The 
Greek for pleasure is “sensuous, lustful, 
voluptuous, exciting, gratifying, sensual 
pleasure.” If you move toward this gos-
pel of accommodation, you are going to 
have to accommodate the people’s lust 
because they are not going to give up 
their love for excitement. They’ve made 
gods of sports, pleasure, and lust. Unless 
that is confronted by the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, unless there is a truth that comes 
forth, you have to accommodate this 
lust that is in the modern lifestyle.

I was shocked by an article in the New 
York Times. Philip Wogaman, who 
was President Clinton’s pastor, said, 
“Sexual misconduct does not automati-
cally render a leader immoral. Morality 
should also be judged by indicators like 
courage, concern for the poor, fostering 
world peace, running the economy re-
sponsibly, and furthering racial equality. 
Heterosexuality and homosexuality are 
merely cultural expressions.” In other 
words, Mr Clinton was told that he had 
enough good indicators to overrule an-
other that would be immoral in his life.

God said men who preach doctrines 
like these resist the truth; they are men 
of corrupt minds counterfeiting the 
faith.

In disbelief I watched a televised 
Sunday night service of a seeker-friendly 
church – seeker-friendly by its own 
admission. To a packed church where 
thousands attend, the pastor said, “This 
is fun night, a David Letterman night.” 
The youth pastor came out and did his 
monologue as David Letterman. Then 
they showed 10 of the most boring 
things teenagers do during preaching. 
Three of the 10 were throwing spitballs, 
yawning, and picking their noses. The 
crowd went crazy. After the service, 
the pastor brazenly announced, “We’re 
not here to offend people, but to make 
church comfortable for everyone.” 

I wept.
I ask you, how long do you think that 

audience would stay in church if the pas-
tor was gripped by the Holy Spirit, con-
victed for “entertaining” people toward 
hell, and suddenly preached a message 
entitled, “Be sure your sins will find you 
out?” How long would people keep com-
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ing back if a gospel of holy living and 
separation from the world was preached? 
Two things would happen: Those who 
are misguided, hungry, and didn’t know 
any better would weep and run to the 
altar. Those who are judiciously blinded 
by their pleasures in madness would flee 
from the church and never come again. 

I keep this foremost in my mind and 
before my eyes, because every minister of 
the gospel one day has to face it when he 
stands before the Lord. He will say, “Son 
of man, I made you a watchman. You 
were to hear the words of My mouth 
and give them warnings from Me. You 
were to tell the wicked, ‘You shall surely 
die.’ And you gave them no warning nor 
spoke to warn the wicked to turn from 
their wicked ways to save their lives. 
These same wicked men died in their 
sins, but their blood I’ll require at your 
hands.”
2. This gospel of accommodation 
accommodates all man’s aversion to 
self-denial.

The gospel of Jesus Christ is one of self-
denial. Jesus said, “If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself, take 
up his cross, and follow me (Matthew 
16:24).” Self-denial is not something 
you give. It’s someone you give up – the 
giving up of yourself, giving up every-
thing you are. It’s a living sacrifice to the 
Lord Jesus Christ to present your body a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, 
which is your reasonable service. 

God has every right to say to His 
church, “If you expect Me to give you a 
resurrected body, all through eternity, I 
have every right – it’s only reasonable of 
Me and your reasonable service – to ask 
for your body while you’re here on earth. 
I want every part of you. I want you to 

be spiritually minded. I want to possess 
you.”

The gospel we preach must bring 
people under the total possession of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Otherwise, it’s a 
gospel of accommodation.

The seeker-friendly gospel accommo-
dates the body. What we see is a neo-
gnosticism where you do as you please 
with your physical body as long as your 
spirit is right with God. No, we are one 
personality, and it all belongs to Jesus 
Christ. This neo-gnosticism is destroy-
ing the faith of many.
3. There is an accommodation of 
man’s offense to the gospel.

The Scriptures state, “Behold, I lay 
in Zion a stumblingstone and rock of 
offence.” Paul spoke of the offence of 
the Cross. We’re not called to the Cross 
but to go through the Cross – to experi-
ence the same thing Jesus did, not only 
coming to the Cross but dying and 
going into the grave with Jesus Christ 
and then being raised from the dead to a 
newness of life.

Cruel to allow to 
them to go back
It’s cruel, pastor, to lead sinners to the 

Cross, tell them they are forgiven by 
faith, and then allow them to go back 
to their habits and lusts of the flesh, un-
changed and still in the devil’s shackles. 
If the preaching of grace doesn’t have 
as its goal the producing of a walk of 
righteousness, then it’s another gospel, 
another Jesus.

I listened in horror to a man, who at-
tended one of the largest seeker-friendly 
churches, being interviewed by CBS. 
He said, “I come to this church because 
I’m comfortable. I’m never made to feel 
uneasy. I bring my Jewish friends and 
my business friends, and I know nothing 
will ever be said that will offend them. 
The best part of it is, the whole thing 
only lasts an hour.”

Take it from me: You can get your big 
church and be one of the big boys, but 
it’s going to cost you your soul if you 
preach with a focus only on earthly 
things, rather than on the things of 
God.

I’ve lived in New York City 35 years. 
We have 103 nationalities from all walks 
of life – from the poorest to the richest. 
But I look over a congregation and see 
men who have just walked in from the 
porno shops and are wild animals. I see 
a businessman friend who was CEO of 
a multimillion-dollar company, but he 
started snorting coke, lost everything, 
and is now a bum on the street. He sits 
in the congregation. A little 14-year-old 
girl with AIDS is up on 8th Avenue per-
forming lewd acts before dirty old men. 
She comes to church and keeps saying, 
“Pastor Dave, I’ve got to get out. I’ve got 
to get help.”

I’m not about to put on a silly skit and 
preach a 15-minute message on how to 
cope to a multitude of people who are 
dying and going to hell. I tremble at the 
thought.

People don’t like to hear this, but we’re 
headed for perilous times – just a few 
years away from a collapse like the world 
has never known. When that happens, 
all who preached prosperity are going 
to disappear because the people will say, 
“Your gospel has failed me.” When that 
time comes, I want to grasp on to Jesus, 
and I want everyone I’ve preached to to 
have faith in the keeping power of Jesus 
Christ. I want them to know Him in 
His fullness. I want to know that I’ve 
done it in love, in grace, that they would 
know the difference between the holy 
and the profane.

If I have ever given a prophetic mes-
sage in my lifetime that God intended 
for a purpose, it is now. Many are being 
deceived. If they are not awakened, what 
I warn you about will happen.

May we get our eyes off growth and on 
to a new revelation of who Jesus is.

The dangers 
of the gospel of

accommodation
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by Greg Hinnant

LOVE drives our fellowship 
with God and offence halts 

it. In Psalm 73, Asaph describes 
both of these powerful emotions 
at work in his heart.

He begins by sharing candidly 
with the reader his offence with 
God. Everywhere he looks he 
sees the triumphing of evil 
men and the trials of good men: 
“I saw the prosperity of the 
wicked.” The more he considers 
these “things seen,” the more he 
envies sinners and regrets his 
repentance, faith, and obedience 
to God’s Word and correction. 
“Verily, I have cleansed my heart 
in vain,” he cries out as the de-
ception of offence takes hold.

Then he visits God’s sanctuary 
and God’s truth awakens him 
from his nightmare of doubt, 
disappointment, and deception. 
The Word reveals that he, not 
the wicked, is in the blessed, 
preferred position. He has a rich, 
satisfying, eternal relationship 
with God. 

Proud, disbelieving, self-serv-
ing sinners, though compara-
tively trouble-free, are in the 
worst conceivable position. At 
any moment, they may die and 
fall into a swirling vortex of 
unending chaos, desolation, and 
torment (verses 17-20), never 

again to have a chance to 
know the wonderful God 
he knows, follows, and 
enjoys every day!

Reawakened to 
reality, thank-
ful, and freshly 

inspired with adoration for his 
Redeemer, the psalmist then uses 
some of the most eloquent lan-
guage in the Bible to describe his 
sorely tested but surviving love 
for Him who is Love. Listen to 
his lavish love talk.

“Truly God is good to Israel, 
even to such as are of a clean 
heart” – O, Lord you are good, 
so good, to all who submit to 
your salvation, instruction, and 
correction. My faith was right! 
I fling away all my doubts and 
reaffirm my confidence that noth-
ing but good awaits those who 
trust and obey you!

“I am continually with you” 
– Lord, I have something much 
better than worldly riches, suc-
cess, and influence. It is You, 
your sweet personality, kind 
acts, and precious, nourishing 
Words of truth. And I enjoy your 
presence and my communication 
with you “continually.”

“Thou hast held me by thy 
right hand” – Lord, what a tender 
lover you are. When I’m baffled 
or worried, you reassure me by 
“taking my hand,” or quicken-
ing portions of your Word that 
remind me that there is nothing 
and no one to fear, because your 
strength, wisdom, skill, and 
favour will help me.

“Thou shalt guide me with your 
counsel” – Your unerring 
Word and unfailing voice 
will show me the right 

way every time I face confusing 
crossroads in life. I will never 
lack the insight I need. 

“And afterward receive me to 
glory” – And after this life, you’ll 
receive me warmly in heaven, 
where I’ll behold your beautiful 
face and revel in your glorious 
kingdom.

“There is none upon earth that I 
desire beside thee” – There is no 
other person, king, object, entity, 
or end in this fallen world that 
captivates my adoration. I am 
permanently, passionately love-
struck, blind to all other suitors 
and deaf to their appeals.

“God is… my portion forever” 
– Lord you are my richest reward, 
my prized inheritance. Streets of 
crystal-clear gold, gates of pearl, 
walls of jewels, many mansions, 
legions of saints and angels 
– all these blessings are won-
derful and mine, yet pale when 
compared to living close to you 
“forever!”

“It is good for me to draw near 
to God” – With these insights 
before me, Lord, I have a new 
highest good in my life: drawing 
near to you every day, pleasing 
you in every issue, and so pre-
paring to walk and work with 
you endlessly. Help me hold 
fast this new supreme purpose. 
Amen, so be it.

That’s not the language of a 
soul who sees himself only as 

“redeemed,” “justified,” or 
“sanctified.” No, these are the 
words of a soul who is madly 
in love with God. Ponder the 
lavish language of love until 
it possesses you.

The Lavish Language of Love
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by Peter Pollock

WHEN Jesus comes into a life 
that life changes! It produces 

fruit and a vital part of that fruit is 
an undeniable “unity,” a spiritual 
link-up with the true body of Christ. 
The Bride of Christ is a reality, and 
though it takes time to recognise this 
new-found “family,” it is an absolute 
truth in the spirit. 

I have travelled most of my life, for 
sport and business in my earlier days, 
and for the latter 25 years, preaching 
the Gospel. As an evangelist I enjoy an 
almost unique inter-denominational 
ministry, perhaps because of the cricket-
ing background. Over the years I have 
been billeted out in many homes, some 
Christian and some not. There is a huge 
difference between the two, a percep-
tible spiritual warmth in the home of 
believers that is missing in other homes, 
even though they might be the most gra-
cious of hosts. 

There is a unity in the spirit. But it 
is not to be confused with the unity 
that man knows or demands. Spiritual 
unity transcends all people barriers. It is 
incredible, it is precious and it is real! 

And as the Bible tells us, it is firmed 
and cemented by the Holy Spirit. It is 
constant and consistent in true Chris-
tian circles and these relationships are 
so different from worldly associations. 
It recognises the grace of God on others 
and also understands that the ultimate 
maturity in Christ is to want to see oth-
ers the way Jesus does. That indeed, is a 
tall order only possible in and through 
the Lordship of Jesus and the conse-
quent power of the Spirit. 

But it cannot be imitated and this 
makes the devil furious. That is why 

the god of this age is constantly waging 
war on this “divisive” issue. “Where is 
the unity?” Satan constantly demands. 
Gandhi said that Christianity would 
have swept the world if it was not for the 
Christians and the adherents immedi-
ately cringe and bow their heads as they 
set off on another guilt trip. 

But the unity that the world demands 
and God’s natural spiritual unity is not 
the same! 

Unity of, or by, the Spirit is one thing. 
Unity of common cause and like mind, 
is very definitely another. The one is 
truly divine, the other is totally and 
utterly carnal. The former is indefinable 
but absolute, while the latter is hope-
lessly fragile. And that is simply because 
it is human and as minds change so 
often, with such fickleness, so do causes 
and loyalties, particularly the politically 
expedient ones. 

You only have to ask yourself truth-
fully what is the difference between an 
atrocity and a cause? The answer, very 
simply, revolves around which side you 
are on! In a nutshell what they, the 
enemy, are doing is an unjustified atroc-
ity and what you, the persecuted, are 
about is a justified cause. What hope of 
any settlement or unity! It is a matter of 
opinion and all the differing viewpoints 
produce a veritable minefield of dissen-
sion.

Indeed, there is a true and a false unity 
and sadly there is great fear among 
church people to oppose this false unity, 
even though deep down they know that 
what is being paraded is a house of cards. 
There is much treading on eggshells as 
we try to accommodate the universal 
“brotherhood of man” concept of unity! 
Pseudo-unity is in fact a lie, a premedi-

tated pretence. It is, however, a condition 
that, though easily recognised, is seldom 
broached – like confronting someone about 
bad breath!

Man is not naturally inclined to unity, cer-
tainly ever since the Tower of Babel! Those 
who have studied scripture will have been 
taught that during the dispensation of hu-
man government (Genesis 8:20-11:9) man’s 
efforts to rule were trade-marked by an 
obsession for power and self-glory. Human 
pride and godlessness brought God’s judge-
ment, a curse that profoundly extended into 
different races, cultures and languages. 

Naturally this brought about national-
ism and patriotism and its consequent 
bedfellows, division and disunity! God’s 
curse ushered in confusion and a sad lack 
of communication, and ever since then the 
world has not been able to put it together, 
despite all its best laid plans, like the League 
of Nations and the United Nations. Simply, 
we don’t talk the same language, literally, 
figuratively and metaphorically. Com-
munication is a huge problem, despite the 
plethora of gifted motivational speakers and 
well-intended seminars. Man doesn’t have 
the answer, and that should have been clear 
by now! 

Maybe the fact that we have two ears, two 
eyes and only one mouth means that we 
should concentrate more on hearing and 
reading God’s word than talking about it. 
Maybe we should be listening and obeying. 

But the abject malady is that man contin-
ues to build his towers of Babel. Noah, the 
most righteous man around in those ancient 
turbulent times, was saved from the Great 
Flood but once on dry land he built himself 
a vineyard and then got drunk on the fruit 
of that vineyard. Simple revelation for me 
was that man will always get drunk on the 
fruit of his hands! 

God’s true unity



Prepare the Way 1�

Judgement on man’s selfish efforts contin-
ues as we watch the ravages of our greed and 
megalomania daily on the television news 
programmes. Any notions that some organi-
sation or some powerful human president is 
going to fix it is both naïve and incorrect in 
terms of biblical doctrine. It is just pie-in-
the-sky wishful thinking that is bound up 
in the cotton wool of denial!

Way back, God called Abraham. The 
father of all believers was required to leave 
behind his country, people, kindred and 
household. He was not to bring along his 
culture, politics, family, fancies or feuds! He 
was not to bring any worldly “baggage.” 

God told Abraham that He (God) was go-
ing to build a great nation, a great kingdom. 
All peoples and families would be blessed. 
God is in the people and the family business 
and consequently these precious aspects 
of life are far more important than the 
“church” and the “nation” business that we 
have so elevated! 

“My Kingdom is not of this world,” “flesh 
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom,” 
“nations and leaders are wheat and chaff, a 
drop in the bucket” – when are we going to 
come to grips with these biblical statements?

Very clearly, God tells us to stop “politicis-
ing” and “humanising” Him! With so much 
hate and resentment around we have virtu-
ally “exorcised” Jesus. Writing His name on 
our bullets and firing them with malice and 
vengeance is crass humanism, hypocrisy and 
gross misrepresentation and/or misinter-
pretation! Jesus does not head up political 
causes or champion man’s agendas. We are 
only fooling ourselves. Things just get worse 
as we reap the consequences of our godless 
vendettas!

As we were taught to ask in the Lord’s 
prayer, it is only His Kingdom and His will 
that counts or matters. It is God’s ultimate 
desire and will that Jesus returns bodily to 
govern and rule, the real millennium. Our 
Lord’s first visit, as the Lamb of God, was 

to pay the price for sin and restore the 
spiritual link with our Father in heaven.  

His return is going to involve judg-
ment and rule. It is the grand climax of 
God’s plan, it is the ultimate fulfilment 
of all true prophecy and then, only then, 
will there be peace, unity and sanity. 
Only in Jesus Christ, and Him alone, is 
there any solution!

Just before Jesus went to the cross He 
prayed. He did not pray for the world as 
such, but prayed for the “real church” 
and its “mission” here on earth. He 
prayed that they might be one – in other 
words, unified. 

Jesus’ prayers were always answered 
and indeed we are one, even now! All 
genuine “born again” believers, those 
who have truly bowed their knee and 
given up their independent right to 
themselves, are united spiritually in His 
eyes and in His blood. We are His bride! 
It doesn’t matter what the world may 
say, we are one body, unified in the Holy 
Spirit.

Unity is a salad 
not a stew

Unity only comes after Christ! Seek 
first the Kingdom of God and all else is 
added. Unity is a salad, it is not a stew. 
In a salad, you can recognise the differ-
ent ingredients! It is not all just a big 
mash. There is a huge difference between 
co-existence and unity. The biblical in-
junction to show love and have compas-
sion for others does not mean spiritual 
unity with them, but a divine command 
to co-exist peacefully. 

True “transformation” can only be 
achieved by God in someone’s life and 
it is the direct fruit of genuine regenera-
tion. “Reconciliation,” too, is first and 
foremost with God! 

In the sporting world, and I speak 

from personal experience, real team 
spirit and unity is a heart condition 
and very rare. It is certainly not being 
psyched up by some motivational spin-
doctor. Real unity survives the tough 
calls and the challenging circumstances. 
It is not something conjured up in a 
team meeting. That stuff is cheap and 
superficial and collapses when the big 
game is lost! 

“To divide what should be divided and 
unite what should be united is God’s 
wisdom,” wrote A.W. Tozer. Indeed, 
division can be divine. Believe it or not! 
The end times promises wheat and tares, 
sheep and goats in the church. In Eph-
esians Paul tells us to “keep” the unity, 
meaning that it is already there and is 
not to be gained by human endeavour. 
Union or unity for its own sake is again 
just another concept of man. Unity can-
not be purchased by compromise. We 
do, however, live in a world that requires 
compromise if you are going to achieve 
anything in politics or diplomacy so it 
does provide a huge dilemma.

Some of the vilest dictators in the 
world know how to unite and conquer! 
The formula is to appeal to national 
pride, engender a spirit of patriotism 
or present some wrong of the past as a 
demagogue of unification!

In the church we need to be very wary 
of all attempts at end-time apostate 
unity where the reason for combined 
energy and action has more to do with 
social, economic or political problems 
than accepting and understanding that 
we humans are the godless problem. We 
have lost our way! We have no power! 
Finally, and ONLY when we genuinely 
repent, confess our wicked ways and 
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is the sole 
answer in a world saturated by its own 
godlessness, can we expect any answers 
from Almighty God.

God’s true unity
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by Robert Murray MCheyne
“You did not choose Me but I chose you (John 
15:16).”

THIS is a very humbling, and at 
the same time, a very blessed 

word to the true disciple. It was very 
humbling to the disciples to be told 
that they had not chosen Christ. Your 
wants were so many, your hearts were 
so hard, that you have not chosen Me. 
And yet it was exceedingly comfort-
ing to the disciples to be told that 
He had chosen them: “You did not 
choose Me but I chose you.” This 
showed them that His love was first 
with them – that He had a love for 
them when they were dead. 

And then He showed them that it was 
love that would make them holy: “You 
did not choose Me but I chose you, and 
appointed you that you would go and 
bear fruit, and that your fruit would 
remain, so that whatever you ask of the 
Father in My name He may give to you.”

Let us take up the truths in this verse 
as they occur.

Men naturally do not choose Christ. 
“You did not choose me.” This was true 
of the apostles; this is true of all that 
will ever believe to the end of the world. 

The natural ear is so deaf that it cannot 
hear; the natural eye is so blind that 
it cannot see Christ. It is true in one 
sense that every disciple chooses Christ; 
but it is when God opens the eye to see 
Him, it is when God gives strength to 
the withered arm to embrace Him. But 
Christ’s meaning is: You would never 
have chosen me, if I had not chosen you. 

It is true that when God opens a sin-
ner’s heart, he chooses Christ and none 
but Christ. It is true that a heart that 
is quickened by the Spirit, ever chooses 
Christ and none but Christ, and will 
forego all the world for Christ. But, 
brethren, the truth taught here is this 
that every awakened sinner is willing 
to embrace Christ, but not until made 
willing. 

Those of you who have been awakened, 
you did not choose Christ. If a doctor 
were to come into your house and say 
he had come to cure you of your disease, 
if you felt you were not diseased, you 
would say, I have no need of you, go to 

my neighbour. This is the way you do 
with Christ; He offers to cure you, but 
you say you are not diseased; He of-
fers to cover your naked soul with His 
obedience, you say I have no need of that 
covering.

Another reason why you do not choose 
Christ is you see no beauty in Him. He 
is a root out of dry ground, in which 
there is no beauty or comeliness. You 
see no beauty in His person, no beauty 
in His obedience, no glory in His cross. 
You do not see Him and, therefore, you 
do not choose Him.

Another reason why you do not choose 
Christ is you do not want to be made 
holy by Him. “He shall be called Jesus, 
for He shall save His people from their 
sins (Matthew 1:21).” But you love your 
sin, you love your pleasure, therefore 
when the Son of God comes and says, 
He will save you from your sin, you say, I 
love my sin, I love my pleasure. 

So you can never come to terms with 
Christ: “You did not choose Me. Al-
though I died, yet you have not chosen 
Me. I have spoken to you many years, 
and yet you have not chosen Me. I have 
sent you my Bible to instruct you, and 
yet you have not chosen Me.” Brethren, 
this accusation will meet you in the 
judgment: “I would have covered you 
with My obedience, but you would not 
have Me.”

Christ chooses his own disciples: “I 
have chosen you.” Christ looked upon 
them with divine benignity, and said, “I 
have chosen you.” Everyone whom He 
brings to glory, He chooses.

The time when He chooses them? I 
observe that it was before they believed 
– “You did not choose Me, but I chose 
you,” as much as to say, I began with 
you, you did not begin with Me. 

You will notice this in Acts 18:9&10: 
“And the Lord said to Paul in the night 
by a vision, ‘Do not be afraid any longer, 
but go on speaking and do not be silent; 
for I am with you, and no man will at-
tack you in order to harm you, for I have 
many people in this city.’”

Paul was at this time in Corinth, the 
most sensual and wicked city in the 

ancient world; they were given over to 
banqueting and grievous idolatry, and 
yet Christ said to Paul, “I have many 
people in this city.” They had not chosen 
Christ, but He had chosen them; they 
had not repented, yet Christ fixed His 
eye on them. This plainly shows you that 
Christ chooses His own before they seek 
Him. 

Further, Christ chooses His own 
from the beginning: “But we are bound 
to give thanks always to God for you, 
brethren, beloved of the Lord, because 
God has from the beginning chosen 
you to salvation through sanctification 
of the Spirit, and belief of the truth (2 
Thessalonians 2:13).” “According as he 
had chosen us in Him before the foun-
dation of the world, that we should be 
holy and without blame before him in 
love (Ephesians 1:4).” 

So, it was before the foundation of 
the world that Christ chose His own; 
when there was neither sun nor moon, 
when there was neither sea nor land – it 
was from the beginning. Now, I know 
Paul’s meaning when he says, That you 
may be able to know the length and the 
breadth, the height and the depth of the 
love of Christ, which passes knowledge 
(Ephesians 3:18&19). Now, I am not 
surprised at the death of Christ! It was a 
love so great that it broke over the banks 
that held it in; a love that broke over a 
Calvary and a Gethsemane. Oh! Do you 
know this love? 

But I come now to the reason of His 
love. Now, it is a very natural question: 
Why did He choose me? I answer, that 
the reason why He chose you was the 
good pleasure of His will. 

You will see this illustrated in Mark 
3:13: “And He went up on the mountain 
and summoned those whom He Him-
self wanted, and they came to Him.” 
There was a great crowd round about 
Him; He called some, He did not call 
all. The reason here given why He did 
it is, “He summoned those whom He 
Himself wanted.” 

There is no reason in the creature; 
the reason is in Him who chooses. You 
will see this in Malachi 1:2&3 “‘I have 
loved you,’ says the Lord. But you say, 
‘How have You loved us?’ ‘Was not Esau 
Jacob’s brother?’ declares the Lord. ‘Yet I 
have loved Jacob; but I have hated Esau, 
and I have made his mountains a desola-
tion and appointed his inheritance for 
the jackals of the wilderness.’” Were 
they not of the same mother? Yet I loved 

Chosen 
             in love
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Jacob and I hated Esau. Th e only reason 
given, you see, is, “I will have mercy on 
whom I will have mercy.” You will see 
this also in Romans 9:15&16.

Th e only reason given in the Bible why 
Christ loved us – and if you study till 
you die you will not fi nd another – is, 
“I will have mercy on whom I will have 
mercy.” Th is is evident from all those 
Christ chooses. 

We read of two great apostasies: one on 
earth, the other in heaven. First of all, 
Lucifer, the son of the morning, through 
pride, sinned, and God cast him, and 
those that sinned with him, into hell. 
Th e second was on earth: Adam sinned, 
and was driven out of paradise. 

Th ey were both deserving of punish-
ment. God had a purpose of love; who 
was it for? Perhaps angels pleaded for 
their fellow-angels; yet Christ passed 
them by, and died for man. Why did He 
die for man? Th e answer is, “I will have 
mercy on whom I will have mercy.”

Th e same thing is evident in the indi-
viduals Christ chooses. 

You would think Christ would choose 
the rich, and yet what does James say? 
“Hasn’t God chosen the poor of this 
world, rich in faith, and heirs of the 
kingdom, which he has promised to 
those who love Him (James 2:5)?”

Again, you would think Christ would 
choose the noble; they have not the 
prejudices that the poor have; but what 
does the Scripture say? “Not many 
mighty, not many noble are called (1 
Corinthians 1:26).”

Again, you would think he would 
choose those who are learned. Th e 
Bible is written in diffi  cult language; its 
doctrines are hard to be understood; yet 
what does Christ say? “I thank You, O 
Father, because You have hidden these 
things from the wise and prudent, and 
have revealed them to babes (Matthew 
11:25).”

Again, you would think he would have 
chosen the virtuous. Th ough there are 
none righteous, yet there are some more 
virtuous than others; yet what does 
Christ say? Th e publicans and harlots 
enter the kingdom of heaven while the 
Pharisee is shut out. “O the depth both 
of the riches and knowledge of God! 
How unsearchable are His judgements, 
and His ways past fi nding out (Romans 
11:33)!” 

Why did He take the most vile? Here 
is the only reason I have been able to 
fi nd ever since I read my Bible: “I will 

have mercy on whom I will have mercy, 
and I will have compassion on whom I 
will have compassion.”

Christ chooses some who seek Him, 
and not others. Th ere was a young ruler 
who came to Christ, and said, “Good 
Master, what good thing shall I do that 
I may inherit eternal life (Matthew 
19:16)?” He was in earnest, yet some-
thing came in the way, and he went 
back. 

A woman who was a sinner came 
behind Christ weeping, she also was in 
earnest. Christ said regarding her, “Her 
sins which are many are forgiven her 
(Luke 7:47&48).” 

“I will have mercy on 
whom I will have mercy”
What made the diff erence? “I will have 

mercy on whom I will have mercy.” “He 
summoned those whom He Himself 
wanted.” O my brethren, be humbled 
under the sovereignty of God! If He 
will have compassion, then He will have 
compassion. 

But I hasten to the third and last 
point. “I have appointed you that 
you would go and bear fruit, and that 
your fruit would remain.” Christ not 
only chooses who are to be saved, but 
he chooses the way; and he not only 
chooses the beginning and the end, he 
chooses the middle also. “God has from 
the beginning chosen you to salvation, 
through sanctifi cation of the Spirit 
and belief of the truth (2 Th essalonians 
2:13).” “He has chosen us in Him before 
the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and without blame be-
fore Him in love (Ephesians 1:4).” And 

in Romans 8:30 it is said, “Whom He 
predestined, those He also called; and 
whom He called those he also justifi ed: 
and whom he justifi ed, those He glori-
fi ed.”

Salvation is like a golden chain let 
down from heaven to earth; two links 
are the hands of God – election and 
fi nal salvation. But some of the links are 
on earth – conversion, adoption, etc. 

Brethren, Christ never chooses a man 
to believe, and then leap into glory. Ah, 
how this takes away the feet from all ob-
jections raised against this holy doctrine 
of election. 

Some here perhaps say, “If I am elected, 
I will be saved, no matter how I live.” 
No. If you live an unholy life, you will 
not be saved. 

Some may say, If I am not elected, I 
will not be saved, no matter what I do. 
Whether you are elected or not, I know 
not, but this I know – if you believe on 
Christ you will be saved.

Let me ask you, have you believed on 
Christ? Let me ask you another ques-
tion, do you bear his whole image? Th en 
you are elected, and will be saved. But if 
there are any who have not believed on 
Christ, and who do not live a holy life, 
then, whatever you think now, you will 
fi nd it true that you were among those 
who were passed by.

Th ose who deny election also deny that 
God can have mercy. It is a sweet truth 
that God can have mercy! Th ere is noth-
ing in the hardness of your hearts that 
will keep God from having mercy on 
you. Go away with this truth, that God 
can have mercy. “You did not choose Me, 
but I chose you.”
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by Zac Poonen

WHEN we think of the return 
of Christ to this earth, the 

important thing is not to know the 
exact date, but to be spiritually ready 
for His return. Many who are familiar 
with the prophecies concerning His 
coming, are not purifying themselves 
daily to His standard of purity. There-
by they prove that the hope of Christ’s 
coming is a dead hope in them and 
not a living hope (1 John 3:3). 

On the other hand, even though we 
may not understand all the details of 
Biblical prophecies or the interpretation 
of the symbols in the book of Revela-
tion, yet it is possible for us to be 100 
percent prepared and ready for His com-
ing, if we concentrate on what Jesus told 
us to concentrate on. 

When Jesus told His disciples about 
His return in Matthew 24, He empha-
sised more than once that they should 
be on the alert (Matthew 24:42,44; 
25:13). To be spiritually alert and ready at 
all times is then the all important thing 
– not the knowledge of prophetic facts. 

In Matthew 25 (which follows on from 
the prophecies of Matthew 24), Jesus 
deals with three areas where we are 
called to be alert and faithful in order to 
be ready for His coming. 

Faithfulness In The Hidden 
Life 

(Matthew 25:1-13). In this parable, Jesus 
spoke of 10 virgins. Notice that none 
of them were harlots (see James 4:4 for 
a definition of spiritual harlotry). They 
were all virgins. In other words, they 
had a good testimony before men. Their 
lights were all burning (Matthew 5:16). 
Their good works were seen by others. 
Yet among all these virgins, only five 
were wise. But this was not obvious to 
everyone at the beginning. Only five had 
taken oil with them in their flasks (verse 
4). 

That oil in the flask was not visible in 
the night, like the light was, and speaks 
of our hidden life before God that men 
cannot see in the darkness of this world. 
All of us have a flask. The question is 
whether we have any oil in it or not. 

Oil is used throughout the Scriptures 
as a symbol of the Holy Spirit and refers 
here to that life of God that the Holy 
Spirit communicates to our spirit. The 
outward manifestation of that life is the 
light (John 1:4). The inner content is the 
oil. Many are taken up with their out-
ward testimony alone. This is their folly. 
It is in times of trial and testing that 
we find that the outward light alone is 
insufficient. One needs an inner content 

of the divine life to carry us through 
triumphantly. 

“If you are weak in a crisis, you are 
weak in reality (Proverbs 24:16).” The 
crises of life show us how strong or weak 
we are. In this parable, the crisis was 
that the bridegroom delayed his coming. 
It is time that proves the reality of our 
spirituality. 

He who has faith endures until the end 
and is saved. It is time also that proves 
who has an inner content in his life and 
who does not. Many are like the seed 
that sprouted up immediately, but have 
no inner life. There is no depth of soil in 
their hearts (Mark 4:5). 

This is why it is difficult to assess new 
believers concerning their spirituality, or 
their wholeheartedness. Time will reveal 
everything, if we have the patience to 
wait. The way to be ready for Christ’s 
coming, then, is to have an inner life 
of purity and faithfulness before God’s 
face – in our thoughts, attitudes and 
motives, that people around us cannot 
see. If we do not have this, we are deceiv-
ing ourselves if we think we are ready for 
Christ’s coming. 
Faithfulness In Our Ministry 

(Matthew 25:14-30). In the second 
parable, the emphasis is on the faithful 
use of the talents that God has given us. 
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Th ese talents represent material posses-
sions, money, natural abilities, opportu-
nities in life, spiritual gift s, etc. 

Not all are equal in this area – for 
we see in the parable that one got fi ve, 
another two and another only one. But 
all had equal time to be faithful with 
what they had received. To whom more 
is given, from him more is required. 
Th erefore the one who multiplied his 
two into four got the same reward as the 
one who multiplied his fi ve into ten. 

Judgement however fell on the one 
who buried his talent “in the ground 
(verse 18)” – that is the one who used his 
God-given talents for this world and not 
for God. 

No one can say that he has received 
nothing – for all have received some 
talent or other from God. Th e question 
is what we use these talents for. What 
we use for ourselves is equivalent to the 
talent buried in the ground. What we 
use for the glory of God alone is what 
will be counted as eternal riches. By this 
standard we can see the poverty of the 
vast majority of believers. 

Our motto should be “All for God and 
nothing for self.” Th en we will be ready 
for Christ’s return. We cannot be Jesus’ 
disciples if we have not forsaken all that 
we have. 

One who is not using all his God-given 
possessions and gift s for the Lord is 
only deceiving himself if he claims to be 
ready for Christ’s return. 
Faithfulness In Serving Our 
Fellow Believers 

(Matthew 25:31-46). In the last sec-
tion, it is our attitude towards our fellow 
believers in need that Jesus deals with. 
Th at need may be spiritual or physical. 

Here we see that some inherit the 
kingdom because they served their 
fellow believers as unto the Lord. Th eir 
service was so much in secret that their 
left  hand did not know what their right 
hand was doing (Matthew 6:3). So much 
so, that when the Lord reminds them of 
the good that they did, they do not even 
remember it (Matthew 25:38)! 

Jesus also taught here that any service 
that we do to the least of His brothers is 
considered as service done to Him (Mat-
thew 25:40). It is signifi cant that He 
speaks of the least here, for our tendency 
is to serve the most important believers 
and to ignore the poor and the despised! 
Th ose who are occupied with eating and 
drinking, buying and selling, and build-

ing and planting for themselves alone, 
will certainly be left  behind when Jesus 
returns (Luke 17:28,34). 

Only those whose service for the Lord 
involved a loving concern to serve their 
fellow believers, will be taken up. In 
another passage, Jesus spoke of another 
group of people – who are a contrast 
to this group. Th ese are the ones who 
remember all the good things that they 
have done in the name of the Lord. Th ey 
are also at the judgement seat, and they 
remind the Lord that they have expelled 
demons, preached, healed the sick in 
Jesus’ name, etc. But they are rejected by 
the Lord, even though they did all these 
things, because they lacked the very fi rst 
requirement, of a hidden life of holiness 
before God. Th ey were taken up with 
the greatness of their gift s. 

It is interesting to see the contrast. 
Th ose who healed the sick are cast out 

(Matthew 7:22&23). But those who 
merely visited the sick inherit the king-
dom (Matthew 25:34&36)! God does 
not ask us to heal the sick if we have 
not been given the “talent” of the gift  
of healing. But we can visit the sick and 
encourage them and bless them in the 
name of the Lord. We shall then fi nd 
that we are ready for Christ’s return, 
while many who healed the sick are left  
behind! To serve others in this way, we 
have to be willing to be inconvenienced. 

Th ose who never want their daily 

plans to be disturbed by interruption 
from needy people, will certainly be left  
behind when Jesus comes. We have to 
sacrifi ce time, money, and above all, our 
own plans and our will, if we are to serve 
others in the name of the Lord. 

Selfi shness is so rooted in our fl esh that 
even when we have cleansed ourselves of 
the sins of lusting with our eyes, anger 
and covetousness, it is still possible to 
live just for ourselves. Th ere can be a ho-
liness, like the holiness of the Pharisees, 
which is occupied only with ourselves, 
and which does not deliver us from self-
centredness. Th is is a counterfeit of the 
true holiness; yet it is easy to be deceived 
by it. 

Jesus taught us to pray, “Give us... For-
give us... Deliver us (Matthew 6:11-13).” 
A sanctifi cation that does not give us a 
concern for others who are still in their 
sins and need, is a worthless counterfeit 
that is fi t for only being thrown into the 
garbage bin. 

We need to re-orient our way of think-
ing (“renew our mind” Romans 12:2) so 
that we put ourselves “in the shoes of 
others” and try and understand what 
they are going through. Th is is Christ-
like thoughtfulness that prepares us to 
inherit the coming kingdom. One who 
thinks only of his own and his family’s 
need, however “holy” he may be, is only 
deceiving himself if he thinks that he is 
ready for Christ’s coming. 

Our heavenly friend
by George Mueller

THE precious Lord Jesus Christ is our friend. Oh, let us seek to realise this! It is 
not merely a religious phrase or statement, but truly He is our friend. He is the 

Brother “born for adversity,” the one who “sticks closer than a brother.” Who will 
never leave and never forsake us.
How precious even on earth to have a heavenly friend, for this brings the joys of heaven 
in a little degree into our hearts now. Have we entered into this, that the One who is 
“altogether lovely” is ready hour by hour, to be our Friend? 
When we cannot sleep at night, say to Christ, “My precious heavenly Friend, will You give 
me a little sleep?” When in pain, say, “My precious heavenly Friend, if it may please You, 
will You take away this pain? But if not, if You see better that it should continue, sustain, 
help, and strengthen me, my precious heavenly friend!”
When we feel lonely and tired, turn to the precious Lord Jesus; He is willing to be our 
friend in our loneliness. For 62 years I had a beloved wife, and now in my 92nd year I am 
left  alone. But I turn to my precious Lord Jesus and say, “My precious Lord Jesus, I am 
alone, and yet not alone, You are with me; You are my friend; now Lord, comfort me and 
strengthen me, give to Your poor servant everything You see he needs.”  
Oh, this is a reality, not a fable, that the Lord Jesus Christ is our friend. We should not be 
satisfi ed till we are brought to this, that we know the Lord Jesus Christ to be our friend. 
Just ponder this. Never leaving, never forsaking us, at all times and under all circumstances 
ready to prove Himself to be our friend. 
He is willing not merely to grant this for a few months, but to the very end of our earthly 
pilgrimage. David, in Psalm 23 says: “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil, for You are with me.” Th is “Lovely One” is coming again, and 
soon. And then He will take us home and there we shall be forever with Him. 
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by Leonard Ravenhill

IN A certain sense, all men are 
strangers to one another. Even 

friends do not really know each other. 
To know a man, one must know all 
the influences of heredity and en-
vironment, as well as his countless 
moral choices that have fashioned 
him into what he is. 

Though we do not really know one 
another, tracing the course of a man’s 
life sometimes offers rich reward, par-
ticularly when we see the great driving 
forces which have motivated him. 

For instance, how greatly your life and 
mine would be benefited if we could 
experience the same surge of Christ-life 
that moved Saul of Tarsus (later called 
Paul) and plumb even a little the hidden 
depths of the meaning in his words, “I 
bear in my body the marks of the Lord 
Jesus (Galatians 6:17).”

One thing is sure about these words: 
they were an acknowledgment of 
Christ’s ownership. Paul belonged to the 
Lord Jesus – spirit, soul, and body. He 
was branded for Christ. 

When Paul claimed to bear in his body 
the wounds of the Lord, he was claim-
ing no “stigmata,” as did Saint Francis of 
Assisi in 1224. It is not a bodily identi-
fication by outward crucifixion. He had 
been “crucified with Christ (Galatians 
2:20).”

Branded by Devotion 
to a Task

The marks of Paul’s inward crucifixion 
were plainly evident. First of all, Paul 
was branded by devotion to a task. 

If, as tradition says, Paul was only four 
feet six inches (1,37 m) in height, then 
he was the greatest dwarf that ever lived. 
He out-paced, out-prayed, and out-pas-
sioned all his contemporaries. On his 
coat-of-arms was blazed: “One thing I 
do.” He was blind to all that other men 
gloried in. 

Pascal was bitterly criticised because 
apart from the immortal soul of man, 
he could see no scenery anywhere worth 
looking at. By the same token, the 
Apostle Paul might be castigated for 
saying not a word about Grecian art or 
the splendour of the Pantheon. His was 

a separation to spirituality. 
After the Athenian clash on Mars Hill, 

Paul poured contempt on the wisdom of 
this world, dying daily to the temptation 
to outwit and out-think the wise. His 
task was not that of getting over a view-
point, but of overcoming the legions of 
hell! 

Somewhere, most likely in Arabia, 
Paul’s personality had been transfigured. 
Never after that was he listed as a back-
slider. He was too occupied with going 
on. It would have vexed his righteous 
soul to hear a congregation sing, “Prone 
to wander, Lord, I feel it!” 

Unsponsored, unwelcomed, unloved 
– these made little difference to Paul. 
On he went, blind to every jewel of 
earthly honour, deaf to every siren-voice 
of ease, and insensitive to the mesmer-
ism of worldly success. 

Branded by Humility
Paul was also branded by humility. 

Moths could not corrupt this God-
given robe. He never fished for praise 
with humility’s bait, but in the long line 
of sinners, put himself first (where we 
would put him last). 

The old Welsh divine said that if you 
know Hebrew, Greek, and Latin , do not 
put them where Pilate did, at the head of 
Christ, but put them at his feet. “What 
things were gain to me,” says Paul, “these 
things I count as loss for Christ.” 

What a heart’s ease is the virtue of hu-
mility – the great joy of having nothing 
to lose! Having no opinion of himself, 
Paul feared no fall. He might have swag-
gered in the richly embroidered robes of 
the chancellor of a Hebrew school. But 
in the adornment of a meek and quiet 
spirit, he shines with more lustre. 

Branded by Suffering
Next, Paul was branded by suffer-

ing. Consider the thing he mentions in 
Romans 8: famine, peril, nakedness, and 
sword (these belonging to acute discom-
fort in the body), and tribulation (per-
haps of the mind), distress, persecution 
(of the spirit). Of all these sufferings the 
“little” minister partook. 

This wandering Jew “made war on 
all that made war on God and on the 
children of men.” This prince of preach-
ers and his foe, the prince of hell, spared 
each other no beatings. It was a free-for-

Branded for Christ
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all and no holds barred! 
Look closely at Paul – at that cadaver-

ous countenance, that scarred body, 
that stooped fi gure of a man chastened 
by hunger, kept down by fasting, and 
ploughed with the lictor’s lash; that 
little body, brutally stoned at Lystra 
and starved in many places; that skin, 
pickled for 36 hours in the Mediterra-
nean Sea! 

Add to this list danger upon danger; 
then multiply it with loneliness; fi nally, 
count in the 199 stripes, three ship-
wrecks, three beatings with rods, a ston-
ing, a prison record, and deaths so many 
that count is lost. 

And yet if one could add it up, all must 
be written off  as nothing, because Paul 
himself thus consigned it. Listen to him: 
“Our light affl  iction, which is but for a 
moment...” Th at’s contempt of suff ering, 
if you like! 

Branded by Passion
Furthermore, Paul was branded by pas-

sion. A man must be in the dead centre 
of God’s will and walking the tightrope 
of obedience to call upon the Holy 
Spirit to bear witness to his witness. Yet 
Paul does this in Romans 9:1. 

Oh, that from this wondrous fl ame 
every living preacher might capture just 
a little light! Beatings could not cast the 
fl ame out of Paul; fastings and hunger 
could not kill it; misunderstanding and 
misrepresentation could not quench its 
fi re; waters could not drown it; prisons 
could not break it; perils could not 
arrest its growth. On and on it burned, 

until life ebbed from his body. 
Th e living Christ who was within Paul 

(Galatians 2:20), as manifested by his 
soul-passion, was at once the despair 
of hell, the capital for enlarging the 
Church, and cheer to the heart of the 
Saviour, who was seeing the travail of 
His soul and was being satisfi ed. 

Branded by Love
Paul was branded by love. When 

Paul experienced becoming a “man in 
Christ,” he developed the capacity for 
love. Only maturity knows love. How 
Paul loved! 

First and supremely, Paul loved his 
Lord. Th en he loved men, his enemies, 
hardship, and soul-pain. And he must 
have loved this latter particularly, or else 
he would have shirked prayer. Paul’s love 
carried him to the lost, the last, the least. 
What scope of love! Mars Hill with its 
intellectuals, the synagogues with their 
religious traditionalists, the market 
places with their prodigals – all these he 
yearned over and sought for his Lord. 
Like a mighty dynamo, love pushed him 
on to attempt great things for God. 

Not many have prayed as this man 
prayed. Maybe M’Cheyne, John Fletch-
er, mighty Brainerd, and a few others 
have known something of the soul-and-
body mastering work of intercession 
motivated by love. 

I remember standing by Kate Booth 
once as we sang her great hymn:
“Th ere is a love constraining me
To go and seek the lost;
I yield, O Lord, my all to Th ee

To save at any cost!” 
Th at was not just a lovely sentiment. 

It cost her prison, privation, pain, and 
poverty. 

Charles Wesley seemed to reach on 
tiptoe when he said, “nothing on earth 
do I desire but Th y pure love within my 
breast!” 

More recently Amy Carmichael ut-
tered the heartfelt prayer; “Give me a 
love that leads the way, a faith which 
nothing can dismay!” Th ese men and 
women were certainly on the trail of the 
apostolic secret of soul-winning. 

Great soul-winners have always been 
great lovers of men’s souls. All lesser 
loves were conquered only by the greater 
Love. Great love to the Lover of their 
souls drove them to tears, to travail, and 
to triumph. In this evil hour, dare we 
love less? 
Let me love Th ee, love is mighty
Swaying realms of deed and thought;
By it I can walk uprightly,
I can serve Th ee as I ought.
Love will soft en every trial
Love will lighten every care;
Love unquestioning will follow,
Love will triumph, love will dare!

Without any of their choosing, mil-
lions will be branded for the Antichrist 
one day. Shall we shrink to bear in our 
spirits, our souls, and our bodies our 
Owner’s marks – the marks of Jesus? 

Branded means pain. Do we want that? 
Branded means carrying the slur of the 

servant. 
Will we choose to be branded – for 

Christ?

by Charles Newbold, Jr.

THE real last move of God doesn’t need a man to lead it, 
doesn’t need a band to hype it, doesn’t need a building 

to corral it, doesn’t need a billboard to promote it, doesn’t 
need intercessors to pray it in, doesn’t need a TV show or 
even a microphone to proclaim it, doesn’t need a PR pro-
gramme to defend it. Can’t take up an off ering for it or seed 
into it, can’t hype or manipulate it, can’t own it. 

It has already begun in the secret places of men’s hearts, men 
who rarely even know one another. It is already taking place 
in the hidden corners of David’s cave of Adullam where a few 
misfi ts and malcontents have hidden out in Jesus and are being 
quietly shaped into a mighty army of glorifi ed sons. A few here 
and there are being knitted together in love whose light, when 
they cross paths, becomes greater than the sum of the two, or 
three, or four, or whatever number they are. 

It is the light of life, the very life of God they radiate, exposing 

the darkness and causing turmoil everywhere they go – unspo-
ken, but spoken against; loving, but hated by the world; merci-
ful, but treated unmercifully; strong through brokenness; 
powerful in weakness; mighty men of valour without guile or 
malice; strong and powerful in the Lord without gender. 

Released one by one, becoming two by two, becoming four 
by four, then eight by eight – on an exponential curve. Yes, a 
movement to end all revivals. 

Can’t start it, can’t stop it, can’t own it, can’t harness it, can’t 
televise it, can’t alter it, can’t do anything about it. It is already 
in motion and is bigger than any man or collection of men. 
It is the coming forth of Zion, the ushering in of Tabernacles 
– the feast of Ingathering; that is, Jesus gathering into Himself 
His true assembly of called-out-ones. 

Th ese are those who are called, chosen, and will be found 
faithful. Nevertheless, whosoever will, may come. Either way, 
all were known before the foundation of the world.

The Real Last Move of God
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by Roy Hession

REVIVAL is simply the life of the 
Lord Jesus poured into human 

hearts. Jesus is always victorious. 
In heaven they are praising Him all 
the time for His victory. Whatever 
may be our experience of failure and 
barrenness, He is never defeated. 
His power is boundless. And we, on 
our part, have only to get into a right 
relationship with Him, and we shall 
see His power being demonstrated in 
our hearts and lives and service, and 
victorious life will fi ll us and overfl ow 
through us to others. And that is 
Revival in its essence.

If, however, we are to come into this 
right relationship with Him, the fi rst 
thing we must learn is that our wills be-
ing broken to His will is the beginning 
of Revival. It is painful, humiliating, but 
it is the only way. It is being “Not I, but 
Christ (Galatians 2:20)” and a “C” is a 
bent “I.” 

Th e Lord Jesus cannot live in us fully 
and reveal Himself through us until 
the proud self within us is broken. Th is 
simply means that the hard unyielding 
self – which justifi es itself, wants its own 
way, stands up for its rights, and seeks 
its own glory – at last bows its head to 
God’s will, admits its wrong, gives up its 
own way to Jesus, surrenders its rights 
and discards its own glory so that the 
Lord Jesus might have all and be all. In 
other words it is dying to self and self-at-
titudes.

And as we look honestly at our Chris-
tian lives, we can see how much of this 
self there is in each of us. It is so oft en 
self who tries to live the Christian life 
(the mere fact that we use the word 
“try” indicates that it is self who has 
the responsibility). It is self, too, who is 
oft en doing Christian work. It is always 
self who gets irritable and envious and 
resentful and critical and worried. It is 

self who is hard and unyielding in its at-
titudes to others. It is self who is shy and 
self-conscious and reserved. 

No wonder we need breaking. As long 
as self is in control, God can do little 
with us, for all the fruits of the Spirit 
(Galatians 5) with which God longs to 
fi ll us, are the complete antithesis of 
the hard, unbroken spirit within us and 
presupposes that it has been crucifi ed.

Being broken is both God’s work and 
ours. He brings His pressure to bear, but 
we have to make the choice. If we are re-
ally open to conviction as we seek fellow-
ship with God (and willingness for the 
light is the prime condition of fellowship 
with God), God will show us the expres-
sions of this proud, hard self that cause 
Him pain. Th en we can stiff en our necks 
and refuse to repent or we can bow the 
head and say, “Yes, Lord.” 

Being broken is both God’s 
work and ours. He brings 

His pressure to bear, but we 
have to make the choice

Brokenness in daily experience is 
simply the response of humility to the 
conviction of God. And as this convic-
tion is continuous, we shall need to be 
broken continually. And this can be very 
costly, when we see all the yielding of 
rights and selfi sh interests that this will 
involve, and the confessions and restitu-
tions that may be sometimes necessary.

For this reason, we are not likely to be 
broken except at the Cross of Jesus. Th e 
willingness of Jesus to be broken for us 
is the all-compelling motive in our being 
broken too. We see Him, Who is in 
the form of God, counting not equality 
with God a prize to be grasped at and 
hung on to, but letting it go for us and 
taking upon Him the form of a Servant 
– God’s Servant, man’s Servant. 

We see Him willing to have no rights 

of His own, no home of His own, no 
possessions of His own, willing to let 
men revile Him and not revile in return, 
willing to let men tread on Him and not 
retaliate or defend Himself. Above all, 
we see Him broken as He meekly goes 
to Calvary to become men’s scapegoat by 
bearing their sins in His own body on 
the Tree. 

In a pathetic passage in a prophetic 
Psalm, He says, “I am a worm and no 
man (Psalm 22:6).” Th ere is a big diff er-
ence between a snake and a worm when 
you attempt to strike at them. Th e snake 
rears itself up and hisses and tries to 
strike back – a true picture of self. But a 
worm off ers no resistance, it allows you 
to do what you like with it, kick it or 
squash it under your heel – a picture of 
true brokenness. And Jesus was willing 
to become just that for us – a worm and 
no man. 

And He did so, because that is what 
He saw us to be, worms having forfeited 
all rights by our sin, except to deserve 
hell. And He now calls us to take our 
rightful place as worms for Him and 
with Him. Th e whole Sermon on the 
Mount, with its teaching of non-retalia-
tion, love for enemies and selfl ess giving, 
assumes that this is our position. But 
only the vision of the Love that was will-
ing to be broken for us can constrain us 
to be willing for that.

But dying to self is not a thing we do 
once for all. Th ere may be an initial dy-
ing when God fi rst shows these things, 
but ever aft er it will be a constant dying, 
for only so can the Lord Jesus be re-
vealed constantly through us (2 Corin-
thians 4:10). All day long the choice will 
be before us in a thousand ways. It will 
mean no plans, no time, no money, no 
pleasure of our own. It will mean a con-
stant yielding to those around us – for 
our yieldedness to God is measured by 
our yieldedness to man. Every humilia-
tion, everyone who tries and vexes us, is 
God’s way of breaking us, so that there 
is a yet deeper channel in us for the Life 
of Christ.

You see, the only life that pleases God 
and that can be victorious is His life 
– never our life, no matter how hard we 
try. But in as much as our self-centred life 
is the exact opposite of His, we can never 
be fi lled with His life unless we are pre-
pared for God to bring our life constantly 
to death. And in that we must co-operate 
by our moral choice.
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by Helen Gardiner

REJECTION… it is a word de-
scribing a soulish condition 

– and we are much aware of it in the 
modern church, especially the char-
ismatic church and in circles where 
inner healing is applied and deliver-
ance is ministered. Even secular pop 
psychology attaches importance to 
the condition. 

Generally it is a word that is bandied 
about and sometimes used to cover a 
multitude of sins. But in order to be set 
free fully we need the full revelation on 
rejection, as God would give us through 
His Word and through the anointing of 
His Holy Spirit.

Firstly, let us understand that where a 
baby or a young child has been subjected 
to neglect, a lack of love, or rejection 
by parents, such a person will grow up 
with the fruit of rejection and a chip or 
two on the shoulder (to coin a worldly 
phrase). The fruit of rejection is often 
a lack of self-confidence as well as fear, 
and it can also swing like a pendulum 
into rebellion against authority.

Through His Word and the ministry 
of the Holy Spirit there is freedom from 
such rejection. Such people can be set 
free through revelation that they are 
utterly accepted in the Beloved; that 
they are so loved by God that He sent 
His only begotten Son to be the perfect 
sacrifice for them; that they are loved 
fully and consistently by a perfect lover 
of their souls. 

They are led by the Lord, and as they 
pursue Him, they come actually to 
know with all their hearts that they 
are greatly loved. They are adopted by 
Father God into Jesus Christ and His 
Kingdom. “For you did not receive the 
spirit of bondage again to fear, but your 
received the Spirit of adoption by whom 
we cry out, ‘Abba Father (Romans 
8:15).’”

So Jesus Christ and His Father and the 
Holy Spirit are great healers of our rejec-
tion at the hands of men, and through 
revelation we can be brought into the 
place of the experience of acceptance by 
God. This really is the starting point of 
the journey into the mysterious revela-
tion of rejection. Incidentally, God usu-

ally turns rejection in childhood around 
for our good and His glory – because 
the child who suffers much rejection is 
the one who will seek after God more 
diligently.

As we follow the Christ life and seek 
to be His true disciples we find ourselves 
once again at the receiving end of rejec-
tion, and we need to be ready to embrace 
sharing in such rejection. Jesus Christ 
was after all “the stone which the build-
ers rejected” and the one Who went on 
to “become the chief cornerstone (Mat-
thew 21:42).” We are also told in Isaiah 
53:3 that He was “despised and rejected 
by men.”

However, further study of the Word, 
tells us that Jesus in His years approach-
ing manhood, “increased in wisdom and 
stature, and in favour with God AND 

MEN (Luke 2:52).” Then in Proverbs 
16:7 we are told: “When a man’s ways 
please the Lord, He makes even his 
enemies to be at peace with him.”

Counter-balancing that, we find Jesus 
Himself saying: “Blessed are you when 
men hate you, and when they exclude 
you, and revile you, and cast out your 
name as evil for the Son of Man’s sake. 
Rejoice in that day and leap for joy! For 
indeed your reward is great in heaven, 
for in like manner their fathers did to 
the prophets (Luke 6:22&23).” That pas-
sage goes on to say, conversely in verse 
26: “Woe to you when all men speak 
well of you, for so did their fathers to the 
false prophets.”

Fullness of Biblical, Christ-centred 
truth shows us that in Christ, we are 
accepted and loved totally and perfectly, 
but when it comes to being loved and 
favoured by men, we need to be ready 
for the rejection that will come and be 
willing and ready to accept such suffer-
ings at the hands of men. Such was the 
life of Jesus; so was the life of Paul and 
the apostles, and since then there have 
even been and continue to be many who 
have been and are being martyred for 
their faith.

Our walk and experience, are perhaps 
best summed up by the apostle Paul in 
2 Corinthians 2:14-17: “Now thanks be 
to God who always leads us in triumph 
in Christ, and through us diffuses the 
fragrance of His knowledge in every 
place. For we are in God the fragrance of 
Christ among those who are being saved 
and among those who are perishing. To 
the one we are the aroma of death lead-
ing to death, and to the other the aroma 
of life leading to life. And who is suf-
ficient for these things? For we are not, 
as so many, peddling the word of God; 
but as of sincerity, but as from God, we 
speak in the sight of God in Christ.”

And so through His Word and the 
anointing of His Holy Spirit we are 
given to understand the full mystery of 
rejection, and we ought not to just have 
the worldly perception of half truth. Ba-
sically we are fully accepted and loved by 
God, in Jesus Christ (our Beloved): and 
sometimes accepted and loved by men, 
but also often rejected by them.

Rejected & accepted
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by David Gardiner
The Sower 
Don Franscisco
Distributed by Maranatha 
Record Co.
Don and I 
go waaaayyy 
back. I 
remember 
when I was re-
warded for doing household 
chores with my very own 
Don Fransisco tape. His was 
definitely the coolest album 
in my parent’s collection 
to my 7-year-old mind. Of 
course much has changed in 
the music world since those 
days. Each week dozens of 
new albums and songs flood 
the Christian market and 
in the midst of a lot of other 
noise this album has been 
released. No great fanfare or 
marketing people blowing 
trumpets, just a much older 
looking Don and 11 new 
songs that sound comforting-
ly like the same guy I listened 
to back in the day. 

He has always been an 
incredibly gifted storyteller, 
taking stories from the Bible 
and telling them in his folksy 
acoustic way – and he dem-
onstrates this on songs like It 
Is Written, Hole In The Roof 
and It Will Be So, all three 
telling stories from the life of 
Christ. 

Lyrically it is straight down 
the line. When Don isn’t 
singing Bible stories, he’s 
worshipping and there’s none 
of the belly-button-gazing 
of many modern songwrit-
ers. Practitioners of the “big” 
could also learn a lot from 
how good a simple acoustic 
guitar driven song can sound, 
as Don brings us everything 
from the toe-tapping blues 
of Rock Steady to the finger-
picking gentle folk music of 
Consider. 

There are many who 
already love the songs of 
Don, and I can assure you 

this is definitely worth add-
ing to your collection, but 
there’s a renewed interest in 
lyric-driven folk music and 
perhaps it’s time more people 
gave a listen to one of the best 
the Christian world has ever 
produced.
 Previous Albums: That I 
May Know You, High Praise, 
Similar Artists: Steve 
Camp, Robin Mark
Passion: God Of  This 
City
Various Artists
Distributed by Maranatha 
Record Co.
A yearly 
highlight for 
all who enjoy 
modern wor-
ship has to be 
the Passion CD series. Born 
out of the huge university 
movement started by Louie 
Giglio in America 13 years 
ago, it has grown to impact 
millions around the world. 
These 14 songs are the pick 
of the bunch from this year’s 
“One Day Live” event. As 
usual people like Chris Tom-
lin, David Crowder and Matt 
Redman feature heavily but 
it’s good to see smaller names 
like Fee and Kristian Stan-
fill contributing and giving 
a fuller picture of what the 
event was like. 

Of special interest to listen-
ers will be new songs from 
Matt Redman and Chris 
Tomlin (God Of Our Yes-
terdays and Sing Sing Sing) 
which give us a taste of what 
to expect from their next 
albums. The heart of Passion 
is to “make Jesus famous” and 
it’s great to see so many peo-
ple gathering to do just that. 

The good news for those liv-
ing in Joburg and Cape Town 
is that you’ll get a chance to 
be a part of it all when Chris 
Tomlin, Louie Giglio and the 
David Crowder band hit your 
town on August 9&13 as part 
of their worldwide Passion 

tour. Don’t miss it!
Previous Albums: How 
Great Is Our God, Everything 
Glorious
Featured Artists: Fee, Char-
lie Hall, Chris Tomlin, Matt 
Redman
Sing Uit
Aanbiddingsbelewenis
Distributed by Maranatha 
Record co.
Using the 
vehicle of their 
Houtkruis 
label, Ma-
ranatha seem 
committed to serving up the 
freshest in Afrikaans praise 
and worship, giving local 
churches something new to 
sing. Sing Uit is the latest 
addition to what is already 
shaping up to be a fine 
catalogue of music with 12 
tracks of “live” music, mostly 
written by Heini Berner. 
Stass seems to be the newly 
discovered go-to guy when 
it comes to producers and he 
works his magic with Arnold 
de Wet to perfectly capture 
the heart of the songs. 

Al die Lof starts things off 
with a simple praise declara-
tion and the album flows 
from the livelier openers 
to gentle worship on songs 
like Ewige Vader and Wat 
Kan Mense Se before pick-
ing things up for the final 
two tracks. Heini seems to 
handle most of the vocals and 
sounds a bit like Robin Mark 
singing Afrikaans (were that 
possible!), but like a good 
Christian boy, he shares the 
mic with some other great 
sounding voices. 

If your church is still 
singing songs from the kerk 
hymnals printed 80 years ago 
then it’s time to get into the 
revival of Afrikaans worship. 
This CD is the perfect place 
to start, loaded with songs 
that a congregation could 
easily adopt as their own and 
with the chords printed out 
for your convenience. 

Example lyrics: Wie mag die 
Here skuil?
Wie mag Hom die lof bring?
Slegs hy met ‘n rein hart
Wat Jesus vriend kon naam
Hy mag by U kom staan
Previous Albums: Moreletta 
Park, Doxa Deo
Similar Artists: Stass, Retief 
Burger
Soene Van U Mond
Johan Vercueil
Distributed by Brettian 
Productions
Having never 
experienced 
Johan Vercueil 
before, I first 
studied the 
lyrics and was struck by the 
beauty of the words. Filled 
with poetry and images, Jo-
han’s songs perfectly capture 
aspects of the heart of God 
and our response to Him, be 
it our desperation for Him 
(Oase), deep love (Soene Van 
U Mond) or the restoration 
power of God (Olie Vir ‘n 
Seerplek). 

Of course these beautiful 
words would mean nothing 
if the music didn’t fit them 
nicely and so Danny An-
till’s skills are just what was 
needed to switch between the 
large range of styles Johan 
uses – rock, ballads, real 
boeremusiek and even the 
slightly electronic jazz of Ek 
Glo. The nature of the lyrics 
means most of the songs 
might not adapt so easily for 
congregational worship but if 
you are simply looking for a 
good listen then this should 
hit the spot.

There are 14 songs on the 
album, 12 of which are in 
Afrikaans but there are two 
English songs you can pull 
out when the relatives from 
England come to visit and 
you want to show off some of 
the finest grown-ups music 
SA has to offer.
Previous Albums: Vyeblare 
vir Bloed
Similar Artists: Prophet 
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Prepare the Way day 
There will be one more 
Prepare the Way day this year 
– on November 23. Peter 
Pollock will be preaching, 
and you are invited to make 
a day of it and stay for a 
(free!) braai and fellowship 
afterwards. For more details, 
please phone (033) 3307 135.

All stories courtesy Assist News

New Israeli regula-
tions could cripple 
Christian ministries
Israel’s Ministry of Interior 

reinstated an old regulation 
that is threatening to crip-
ple, if not shut down, several 
Christian ministries by limit-
ing the time volunteers can 
spend serving in Israel to 27 
months, according to a story 
written by Nicole Jansezian.

“The ruling was as sudden 
as it was drastic,” she wrote. 
“The effects began to be felt 
earlier this month when three 
volunteers from Christian 
Friends of Israel, assuming 
their visas would be renewed 
at the Interior Ministry 
under the previous five-year 
agreement, were instead told 
they had two weeks to pack 
up and leave the country. 

Jansezian went on to say 
that several Christian organi-
sations, which were founded 
to bless Israel, are bolstered 
by volunteer staff who until 
now served for up to five 
years in various capacities. 

The sudden change in policy 
has suddenly cut some staffs 
by 50 percent or more. 
Tributes pour in fol-
lowing death of Greg 
Laurie’s son
Tributes and prayer support 
have been pouring in follow-
ing news of 
the death 
of Christo-
pher David 
Laurie, the 
33-year-old 
first-born son of well-know 
evangelist Greg Laurie, who 
died in a car accident on July 
24.

The accident occurred after 
his vehicle car slammed into 
the back of a truck in the car-
pool lane on the eastbound 
Riverside Freeway in Corona, 
California. 
Chinese pastor to be-
gin ‘re-education’
Pastor Zhang Zhongxin, 
of Jining City, Shandong 
Province, was transferred to 
a Shandong labour camp to 
begin his two years “re-edu-
cation through labour” on 
July 6.

According to China Aid: 
“Authorities accused him 
of cult participation in ‘the 
whole scope of the Church,’ 
organising ‘Sunday School’ 
training courses, preaching 

the Gospel to the northwest, 
Tibet and other places for 
missionaries, and pioneering 
sermons.” 

The authorities also say: 
“Since 2005, he established 
the ‘Rainbow Missions Fel-
lowship in Jining of Shan-
dong’ and ‘Timothy Bible 
training school,’ training 
ministers and presented 
graduation certificates.”
China increases per-
secution in run-up to 
Olympics
“While China appears to be 
making some religious-lib-
erty concessions on the eve of 
the Olympics, critics in the 
United States say Chinese 
persecution of Christians in 
the country is on the rise.” So 
wrote Rachel Mehlhaff in a 
story for Associated Baptist 

Press 
She went 

on to say, “ 
American 
experts on 
religious-
liberty conditions in China 
said that, in recent weeks, 
there has been a significant 
Chinese crackdown on many 
dissenting groups – includ-
ing Christians in churches 
not officially registered with 
or sanctioned by the govern-
ment. 



�� Prepare the Way

by Kevin Williams, Garrett 
Holthaus& Charles Leiter

WHAT if someone told you that 
your every thought from the day you were born had 

been recorded and will be shown tonight on national TV? 
And not only that, but a website will flash across the screen 
during the programme, directing all of your friends and 
family to where they can watch all of your thoughts about 
them. How many people would be angry with you? Every-
one? Would you be angry with yourself?

Your thought life reveals the real, unrestrained you. Most peo-
ple think they’re good enough to get to Heaven, and God won’t 
send them to Hell, but God has seen every one of our wicked 
thoughts and actions. He has seen every time you’ve broken His 
commandments, lusting over someone you’re not married to, 
lying and stealing (no matter how little); He knows every time 
you’ve carved a false idol of God in your mind, a corrupt god of 
your own imagination who will turn a blind eye to your sin. 

He has heard every time you’ve used His Holy Name in vain, 
using the name of the One who gave you life in place of a curse 
word. You wouldn’t do that with Hitler’s name, but you do it 
with God’s name! The “Lord will not leave him unpunished 
who takes His name in vain (Exodus 20:7),” and “every careless 
word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in 
the day of judgement (Matthew 12:36).”

Be honest with yourself: when you face God on Judgement 
Day – keeping in mind that He’s seen your every wicked 
thought and action – will He find you innocent or guilty? 

If God gives you what you deserve, should He send you to 
Heaven or Hell? 

God has written His moral law on your heart so you are “with-
out excuse (Romans 1:18-32);” you know it’s wrong to lie, to 
steal, to lust, and to curse because God gave you a conscience to 
know right from wrong. Your own conscience demands justice!

Imagine a courtroom scene where a child rapist is coming 
before the judge for sentencing. But instead of giving 
him what justice demands, the judge lets him go 
free because the rapist is a “nice guy” who has 
given to charity and goes to church every Sun-
day. You would be outraged, and you should be! 
Yet most people think the High and Holy God 
is just like this corrupt judge, and that they can 
bribe Him with their “good deeds” so that He’ll 
overlook their sin.

Again, what would you think if the judge 
said to the rapist, “I’m a very loving judge, so 
I’ll just let you go free”? You wouldn’t think 
that the judge was loving at all, but that he was 
corrupt and not worthy to be a judge! Yet most 
people expect the Holy God who is “the judge 
of all the earth (Genesis 18:25)” to be just that 
corrupt with them, and overlook their sin.

Infinite Love and Goodness demand Infi-
nite Justice. Because God’s love and justice are 
infinite He won’t punish only murderers and 
rapists, but He’ll punish ALL sin wherever it’s 
found. That’s why “the unrighteous will not inherit 
the kingdom of God (1 Corinthians 6:9).” “No thief, no 

sexually immoral person, no idolater 
will enter heaven (1 Corinthians 6:10)” 
and “all liars shall have their part in the 

lake which burns with fire and brimstone (Revelation 21:8).”
Now the question for you, dear reader, is this: is there any 

hope for someone like you? 
Is there any hope for the person who has defied God time and 

again by rebelling against His will and refusing to love and 
worship Him? Is there any hope for the criminal who stands 
guilty in the courtroom of God? 

Yes there is! There is forgiveness with God!
The Gospel (“good news”) is this: Imagine you are in a human 

courtroom and the judge finds you guilty, and because he’s 
just, gives you the maximum fine of R10 million. But there is 
no way you can pay the fine, so you’re about to spend the rest 
of your life in jail. Then someone you’ve never met before steps 
into the courtroom and says, “I’ve sold all my worldly goods 
to pay your fine.” Your fine has been paid, so justice has been 
served and you’re free to go! 

Well, 2 000 years ago God became a man, Jesus Christ, who 
was born of a virgin, led a sinless life and then suffered and 
died under the wrath of God on the cross to pay the penalty 
in full for all your sins. Then He rose again in triumph over all 
the powers of death and darkness, so that in Him we can have 
eternal life. 

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begot-
ten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but 
have eternal life (John 3:16).”

But it’s not enough to merely believe “intellectually” in order 
to be forgiven by God. The Bible says that even the demons 
believe intellectually (James 2:19)! In order to have real forgive-
ness, you must repent, as Jesus Himself said: “unless you repent 
you will also perish (Luke 13:3).” And repentance means turn-
ing fully away from your life of sin and turning fully to God, 
trusting in Jesus Christ ALONE to save you and not your own 

deeds; trusting in Him as the One Who willingly stood in 
your place on the cross, taking God’s wrath for you; the 
wrath YOU deserve.

What are you waiting for; don’t gamble with your eter-
nal salvation! “Your life is a vapour (James 4:14)” and you 
have no way of knowing which second will be your last. 

“Seek the Lord while He may be found; call upon Him 
while He is near. Let the wicked forsake his way and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts; and let him return to 

the Lord, and He will have compassion on him, 
and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon 

(Isaiah 55:6&7).” 
God takes no pleasure in the death of the 

wicked, but desires for you to turn from 
your sins and live (Ezekiel 18:23)! 

You have a personal invitation from 
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself: 
“Come to Me, all who are weary and 

heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. Take 
My yoke upon you and learn from Me, 
for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls (Matthew 

11:28-29).”

How would you feel if your thought life was on 

TV tonight? 
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