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by C.J. Mahaney

AS the star of the television series 
Dirty Jobs, Mike Rowe suits up 

and labours in some of the most dirty 
and dangerous work environments pos-
sible. To date, he hasn’t tried pastoring. 
But pastoring qualifies as a dirty job, 
which is reflected in the most common 
biblical metaphor for the job: shepherd. 
Being a shepherd is difficult, demand-
ing, and – if done well – exhausting. 
Pastors with any experience in the field 
will know exactly what I mean.

Take sermon preparation. The work is 
hard, repetitive, and impossible to avoid, 
outgrow, or expedite. You spend hours of 
hard work over the text, and at some point 
you review your sermon manuscript and 
are embarrassed by what you see. Maybe 
you find yourself tired, confused, and a 
bit fearful. And you’ll do it all again next 
week.

Then comes the sermon. Ten minutes 
into the message a terrible feeling seems 
to confirm that it’s not going well. After 
worship, you talk with people but nobody 
even mentions your sermon. Even your 
wife, who wants to encourage you, says, 
“Well, it wasn’t one of your best.”

Or take counselling. You meet with 
the same people about the same sins over 
and over again. You invest many hours in 
counselling a man who eventually leaves 
his wife for another woman. Meanwhile, 
you have church members who are suf-
fering. You visit the hospital so often 
the nurses know your name. Eventually 
tragedy hits. A husband and father dies of 
cancer, and you must comfort his family 
and teach the church a biblical perspective 
on suffering.

Those are just a few areas. We could 
easily extend the list. And given these 
repetitive, difficult tasks, it is no surprise 
that pastors easily become weary, discour-

aged, and joyless.
This may not seem like a big deal at first. 

After all, most jobs can be done well with-
out joy. It’s unnecessary for my mechanic 
or my dentist to be happy. I just want a 
mechanic who can fix my car. I am look-
ing for flawless dentistry. I shop for skill. 

But in pastoral ministry, skill is not 
enough.

You see, the manner of our ministry 
matters to God. Skill, diligence, and faith-
fulness are crucial – and commendable 
– but they are not enough. God requires 
us to execute our task with joyful hearts, 
which explains why Peter instructs pas-
tors to “shepherd the flock of God that is 
among you, exercising oversight, not under 
compulsion, but willingly, as God would 
have you (1 Peter 5:2, emphasis added).” 
God-glorifying pastoral ministry must 
be done willingly, springing from a ready 
heart that is eager to serve. In other words, 
pastors are to serve joyfully. God wants 
happy pastors.

So I must ask: Are you a happy pastor? 
Let me encourage you not to rely on self-
evaluation here. I’d suggest asking your 
wife: “Am I a happy pastor?” And don’t 
stop there – ask your kids. Ask your fellow 
pastors or assistant. Ask your congrega-
tion. Are you a happy pastor?

Or are you a weary and discouraged 
pastor? If so, how can you reclaim a joyful 
heart? Here are three brief suggestions. 

First, remember that God has forgiven 
all your sins through the person and work 
of Jesus Christ. There is no reason for joy 
that exceeds this one. But it is frighten-
ingly easy to lose sight of Calvary. And 
when this happens, we become aware 
only of our sin and the sins of our church 
members. 

So we must maintain a clear view of the 
gospel. Make this a priority in your daily 
spiritual disciplines. Like Paul, resolve to 

know nothing except Christ and Him 
crucified (1 Corinthians 2:2). Nothing 
will renew our joy more quickly than our 
amazement that God has saved us through 
the person and work of the Saviour (Ro-
mans 5:11). If you forget about this, forget 
about being a happy pastor.

Second, stay alert for evidences of God’s 
activity in those you serve. Scripture gives 
us two helpful ways to identify the Holy 
Spirit’s work in our churches: study the 
fruit of the Spirit and the gifts of the 
Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:4-11, 27-31; Gala-
tians 5:22&23; Ephesians 4:11-16; 1 Peter 
4:10&11). 

Read these lists carefully. Then, look 
up, and look carefully at your church. 
You will see God at work everywhere 
you look. Take note of these discoveries, 
thank God for His work, and point it out 
to your church. The question isn’t whether 
God is working; it’s whether you perceive 
it – and if you don’t, you aren’t going to 
be a happy pastor.

Third, be amazed that they come back 
for another sermon. “If some men were 
sentenced to hear their own sermons,” 
Charles Spurgeon wrote, “it would be 
a righteous judgement upon them, and 
they would soon cry out with Cain, ‘My 
punishment is greater than I can bear.’” 
But our people come back Sunday after 
Sunday. Ponder that, and you’ll increas-
ingly be a joyful pastor.

Pastoring is not an easy job. It certainly 
is not a clean job – it is shepherding, after 
all. If you’re a pastor, you’ll be tempted to 
complain and to serve joylessly. We must 
be alert to these temptations. We must 
fight for joy because our skill, diligence, 
and faithfulness alone will not cut it. 

God wants happy pastors.
From Ligonier Ministries and R.C. Sproul. 
© Tabletalk magazine. Website: www.
ligonier.org/tabletalk

Happy Pastors
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by Peter Pollock

THE Peter Principle, a humorous 
treatise written in 1969, had as 

its conclusion that every human will 
climb the hierarchal ladder or get pro-
moted to the level of his incompetence! 
And if we strive and work hard we will 
finally get to a position that is beyond 
our competence! 

Ridiculous, isn’t it? Certainly it is a 
rather damning statement, but the fact 
that this is pretty close to the truth is the 
real indictment. Of course, we would al-
ways be loath to admit it, but deep down 
we do know exactly when we are proving 
the Peter Principle – that’s when we are 
in far over our heads and desperately need 
some help. 

Spiritually speaking, it is also pretty 
much what happens when “prodigal 
pilgrims” – that’s you and me – finally 
reach the pigsty, recognise the surrounds 
and the nature of the predicament, that 
veritable cul-de-sac, and accept that it is 
all of our own doing, repent and finally 
call out to God. And there is rejoicing in 
heaven and a loving father’s arms are open 
and waiting! And we get born again.

For me, there is another Peter Principle. 
This one concerns the extensive list of 

object lessons and spiritual truths that 
come from a look at the life and events of 
the apostle Peter. 

And, fundamentally, it also has to do 
with ultimately reaching a position of 
recognising your own incompetence 
and wretchedness, before the truth can 
finally and truly set you free and you can 
genuinely become a useful tool in the 
hands of the Lord, that clay in the hands 
of the Potter! 

Peter, then Simon, was trained as a 
fisherman and no doubt had a healthy 
upbringing in the scriptures. It would have 
been part of the culture for this rough-
and-ready Galilean, and I do believe this 
background is significant because Galile-
ans were renowned for their independence 
and energy. 

They were simple people, blunt and per-
haps impetuous, but never scared to speak 
and face the truth. They spoke a peculiar 
dialect and this accent stayed with him, 
betraying him in his denial just prior to 
the crucifixion and causing dismay when 
he preached at Pentecost. 

It all started when his younger brother 
Andrew brought him to hear Jesus, and 
the impact was immediate. His name was 
changed to Cephas, meaning, so I am reli-

ably informed, “a mass of rock detached 
from the living rock.”

When Jesus asked His disciples about 
whom the people thought He was, there 
were some interesting responses until it 
came to Peter who profoundly declared 
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” 

As Jesus then pointed out, this truth had 
not been revealed to Peter by any human 
being, but by the Father through the Holy 
Spirit. “And I tell you that you are Peter, 
and on this rock I will build my church 
and the gates of Hades will not prevail 
against it,” proclaimed Jesus.

On another occasion the disciples, find-
ing themselves somewhat discouraged 
as they watched many followers turning 
their backs on the cause, were asked if 
they too wished to depart. “To whom 
shall we go?” responded Peter “You are 
the Holy One.” 

It was Peter who took the coin out of the 
fish’s mouth; it was Peter who, in his en-
thusiasm to defend Jesus in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, cut off Malchus’ ear; it was 
Peter who rather ridiculously suggested 
erecting some tents for Elijah and Moses, 
and it was Peter who was roundly rebuked 
for refusing to accept that Christ would 

have to suffer. 
“Get behind me, Satan” – how is that 

for a response just after you have tried to 
encourage your leader? Elsewhere, Jesus 
told Peter that Satan wanted to sift him, 
but that prayers had gone out for his 
protection. 

And we always get reminded about Peter 
when he walked on the water, the crunch 
issue being that he was okay while he 
kept his eyes focused on Jesus – but the 
moment he started looked at the waves, 
he started sinking. But Peter was the one 
who got out the boat, the others but timid 
onlookers, just as Peter was the one who 
went in first to check on a “missing” Jesus 
at the resurrection. John boasts about how 
he beat Peter in the race to the Garden 
Tomb, but it was Peter who ventured in! 

It never shies 
away from the 
good or the bad

It always blesses me to read just how real 
Peter was, and how the Bible never shies 
away from recording these humanities – 
the good ones and the bad ones. 

And I am also blessed, encouraged and 
impressed by the simple, practical and au-
thoritative manner in which Jesus always 
responded, providing a wonderful insight 
into what it was really like treading life’s 
path with Jesus.

Peter had committed the ultimate mis-
demeanour. He had denied Jesus! For be-
ing cock-a-hoop confident in all his naïve 
triumphalism, Jesus had firmly berated 
his disciple and prophetically suggested 
that a cock crowing would be one of the 
loudest wake-up calls of his life. It was to 
be just that! 

You see, all this was part of God’s perfect 
plan because God is absolutely meticulous. 
God had ordained that Peter was going 
to be the preacher that great day at Pen-
tecost, the historic event that birthed the 
church. God’s timing is perfect, and He 
is always finitely organised down to the 
smallest detail. 

If you have any doubt about that, just 
check out all the temple details in the Old 
Testament. Then, when you have laboured 
through all those, get on to the genealogies 
and prophecies. Enough said! 

Pentecost did not come by surprise, it 
was not a whim of the Holy Spirit, it was 
the culmination and fruition of an incred-
ible build-up. 

Even down the final straight, the dis-

ciples had been gathered together in an 
upper room for 10 days of prayer. No 
fishing, no tax collecting, no business, no 
preaching, because God had secured their 
undivided attention in a secret place. And 
God had prepared Peter.

The Gospel of Luke is chronologically 
the most precise, and it was in the early 
days that Jesus interrupted the fishermen 
as they were washing down their nets after 
an unsuccessful night of plying their trade. 
He told them to put out into the deep and 
let down the nets for a catch. 

Peter was reluctant. They had been fish-
ing all night and caught nothing. They 
were tired and weary but “because you say 
so” Peter agreed to go for it. But under his 
breath he probably muttered – I will show 
you there are no fish out there! 

Well, we all know what happened. 
They let the nets down and caught such 
a large number of fish they thought the 
nets would break. But what a profound 
moment. 

You see, Peter was an expert fisherman 
and there should not have been any fish 
out there. In that moment of great revela-
tion, Jesus had moved into Peter’s area of 
skill and expertise. Indeed it was a miracle, 
a Godly intervention, and as Peter recog-
nised this by the power and presence of 
the Holy Spirit he came under incredible 
conviction!

“Go away from me, I am a sinful man,” 
was his soul response! The Holy Spirit con-
victs of sin, righteousness and judgement 
and that’s what He had done to Peter. 
And the Lord’s response: “Now you can 
become a fisher of men.” 

Not until we understand our inadequacy 
and sinfulness in the light of an awesome 
Christ, can we truly become fishers of 
men! There was another fishing incident, 
recorded in John 21. Christ had been 
crucified and the disciples were just a 
little confused. Some were demoralised, 
had lost vision, and returned to their past. 

Peter and company were busy fishing and 
had caught nothing. Then came a voice 
from the shore: “Throw your nets on the 
other side.” It was a familiar instruction, 
a familiar voice and a familiar result – a 
net full of fish. 

Peter knew it was Jesus as he jumped into 
the water and swam to shore. The other 
disciples followed in the boat, covering 
some 90 metres, and when they landed 
brought some of the fish to the braai. 
Amazing, they all knew it was Jesus but 
didn’t dare to ask! 

After the meal came the most profound 
moment of Peter’s short sojourn with Jesus 
– his restoration! And it was all achieved 
with one simple question asked three 
times. “Do you love me more than these?” 

In simple terms, Peter was asked if he 
loved Jesus more than anything else in the 
world. Three times! It was the key issue. 
Nothing else! In that moment Peter was 
awakened to the truth that Jesus was the 
very core of his existence. “Lord you know 
everything,” responded the penitent disci-
ple. Jesus certainly does know everything. 

It was a profound moment, a life-chang-
ing moment, as Peter realised just how 
much he did love Jesus. More than words 
could say! Nothing else mattered. And 
the truth, for us all to grasp as revelation, 
is that only when we do love Jesus more 
than anything else in the world can we 
truly feed his sheep. 

When Peter denied Jesus we read that he 
wept uncontrollably and passionately. It 
was a bitter experience, one of deep emo-
tion that had exposed harshly the extent 
of human weakness. But its deeper things 
that need to happen, not those fleeting 
superficial or emotional moments that 
can confuse and deceive. After Peter had 
confirmed that he loved Jesus “more than 
these,” Jesus said “follow Me.” 

It was the second time for Peter, the first 
being some three years earlier and we can 
only assume that the first was external 
acceptance that was essentially emotional, 
rational and human, while the second was 
internal, sacrificial and involving heart, 
will and spirit.

Radical and            
life-changing

Truly meeting Jesus is experiential not 
intellectual. It is radical and life-changing! 
As Peter stood up to preach at Pentecost, 
he did so having truly “worn the t-shirt” 
in terms of a walk with Jesus, because 
you can’t preach about or understand the 
love, grace, mercy and forgiveness of God 
except as a “saved sinner” totally repentant 
and utterly grateful.

The greatest commandment is to love the 
Lord with all your heart, soul, mind and 
strength – and that means everything. All 
God wants from us is everything!

Do you really love Jesus? The bottom 
line is, if you love Him totally and utterly 
you are “the church” and you will be the 
fountain that feeds the sheep. It’s the 
bottom-line principle from Peter! 

The Peter 
Principle
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by Helen Gardiner

THE time of the Feast of Trumpets 
is very significant in respect of the 

coming of the Lord Jesus Christ for the 
Rapture of His saints. His coming is 
very soon. This year’s Feast of Trumpets 
has passed… but let him who has ears 
to hear, hear what the Spirit is saying 
to the Church.

I exhort you to decide to make the next 
year a time when you go all out for God, 
for Jesus Christ.

One of the qualities which the Holy 
Spirit keeps on highlighting to me in these 
days is humility. Only the Holy Spirit can 
empower us to walk in this way. Try to do 
it in the flesh, and you will end up being 
proud of your humility. In 2 Samuel 22:28 
it is written, “You will save the humble 
people.” Every time I allow, even a hint of 
pride to creep into my heart, I become a 
sitting duck for the adversary.

The Lord desires to release more of His 
Holy Spirit power to His Church in the 
next months. The Spirit’s emphasis will 
be in exhorting His people to walk as 
Jesus walked when He was on the earth. 
His commandments and teachings will 
be paramount.

The Holy Spirit wants to bring many to 
salvation in Jesus Christ, with an emphasis 

on discipleship right from the outset, so 
that such ones may be built on the Rock.

In Luke 6:47&48, Jesus says, “Whoever 
comes to Me, and hears My sayings and 
does them, I will show you whom he is 
like: He is like a man building a house, 
who dug deep and laid the foundation 
on the rock. And when the flood arose, 
the stream beat vehemently against that 
house, and could not shake it, for it was 
founded on the rock.”

Jesus really wants us to have His heart 
of love and compassion for others. It is in-
teresting to note the following Scripture: 
John 7:38: “He who believes in Me, as the 
Scripture has said, out of his HEART 
will flow rivers of living water (emphasis 
mine).”

I believe we will see the fulfilment of 
John 14:12 (Jesus speaking): “Most as-
suredly, I say to you, he who believes in 
Me, the works that I do he will do also; 
and greater works than these he will do, 
because I go to My Father.”

I don’t feel that individuals will arise 
with “healing” ministries, but gifts of 
healing will be distributed in the Body 
of Jesus Christ, as the Holy Spirit wills. 
This way, disciples will be protected 
against falling into pride and the snare 
of the fowler.

The increase of Holy Spirit power will 
also see the fulfilment in many mature 
saints of Paul’s heart cry in Galatians 4:19 
“My little children, for whom I labour in 
birth again until Christ is formed in you.”

Here, little ones, are the Scriptures 
which God gave for this issue:

Day One
“Because you have kept My command to perse-
vere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial 
which shall come upon the whole world, to test 
those who dwell on the earth (Revelation 3:10).”

The promise of rapture for the faithful 
church, which although she has “a little 
strength,” has “kept My word, and have 
not denied My name.”
“For bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness 
is profitable for all things, having promise of the 
life that now is and of that which is to come (1 
Timothy 4:8).”

We need to make a conscious effort to 
pursue Godliness. Practically speaking, 
choose the Bible study meeting over the 
gym.
“But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat 
of the bread and drink of the cup (1 Corinthians 
11:28).”

Don’t be flippant about breaking bread 
or holy communion. Read the whole of 
1 Corinthians 11:27-32. I find it is so easy 

for this to become an empty ritual. When 
we take it seriously, it avails to us His 
power: the power of the cross, the power 
of forgiveness, the power of healing and 
the power of resurrection.
“Then he knelt down and cried out with a loud 
voice, ‘Lord, do not charge them with this sin.’ 
And when he had said this, he fell asleep (Acts 
7:60).”

Forgiveness is an absolute for everyone. 
Not just martyrs. It is at the centre of the 
Lord’s prayer and at the heart of Christi-
anity. If we do not forgive, we will not be 
forgiven. See Matthew 6:9-15.
“Blessed are you who weep now, For you shall 
laugh (Luke 6:21b).”

Before the joy of the morning, there will 
be much weeping – over our own sin, the 
sin of the world, the need of salvation of 
the lost, the indescribable sacrifice of Jesus 
and the Father. How wonderful to know 
there will be no weeping in heaven or in 
the New Jerusalem (Revelation 7:17 and 
Revelation 21:4).

Day Two
“And when I passed by you and saw you struggling 
in your own blood, I said to you in your blood, 
‘Live!’ Yes, I said to you in your blood, ‘Live 
(Ezekiel 16:6)!’”

A strange Scripture this may seem. But 
the Lord is going to rescue people from 
the occult; rescue those who have made 
blood oaths.
“That You may say to the prisoners, ‘Go forth,’ 
To those who are in darkness, ‘Show yourselves 
(Isaiah 49:9a).'”

The Church needs to rise up with Je-
sus’ ministry of deliverance. The Holy 
Spirit has been preparing people for this 
ministry.
“I am the rose of Sharon, And the lily of the valleys 
(Song of Solomon 2:1).”

The roses of Sharon and the lilies of 
the valleys need to come forth. Notice 
here, the Shulamite says, “I am the rose 
of Sharon…”
“Deal bountifully with Your servant, That I may 
live and keep Your word (Psalm 119:17).”

Cry out to the Lord for His mercy to-
wards you and towards others.
“He also brought me up out of a horrible pit, Out 
of the miry clay, And set my feet upon a rock, And 
established my steps. He has put a new song in my 
mouth – Praise to our God; Many will see it and 
fear, And will trust in the Lord (Psalm 40:2&3).”

This will be the testimony of many of 
God’s people who have been waiting. I 
find the sentence, “And set my feet upon a 
rock” to be particularly significant. These 

Scriptures for five days were given me long 
before the introduction and ending for 
this piece. When I came to write the intro, 
I had completely forgotten the content of 
the daily Scriptures. I believe, also, that 
people will literally sing “a new song.”

Day Three
“For the battle is the Lord’s, and He will give you 
into our hands (1 Samuel 17:47b).”

Always remember, in your times of 
battling with the enemy, that the Lord 
is totally with you, and it is He who will 
give you the victory. Walk like David 
walked against Goliath: in the grace of 
God, wearing the anointing and clothing 
God had given him (not someone else); 
and walk with child-like faith and trust 
in the sovereignty and overcoming power 
of God and with child-like obedience to 
His specific instructions.
“God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son 
of man, that He should repent. Has He said, and 
will He not do? Or has He spoken, and will He not 
make it good (Numbers 23:19)?”

Remember this is an absolute. God does 
not lie. Everything He says in His Word 
is true. When He has given you rhema 
promises from His word, He will fulfil 
them.
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of 
good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, 
for the Lord your God is with you wherever you 
go (Joshua 1:9).”

We need great courage in these days. The 
Holy Spirit will give it.
“Now give me wisdom and knowledge, that I may 
go out and come in before this people; for who can 
judge this great people of Yours (2 Chronicles 
1:10)?”

Cry out for wisdom and understand-
ing. There has never been a greater need. 
Pray for the mind of Jesus Christ, and 
remember that often Christ’s wisdom is 
foolishness in the eyes of the world. Be 
led by the Spirit and the Word.
“For in the time of trouble He shall hide me in His 
pavilion; In the secret place of His tabernacle He 
shall hide me; He shall set me high upon a rock 
(Psalm 27:5).”

This verse is conditional upon the pre-
ceding one. Read it. When we dwell in 
His house or His presence, we are hidden 
in His pavilion.

Day Four
“Through God we will do valiantly, For it is 
He who shall tread down our enemies (Psalm 
108:13).”

You can cross-reference this Scripture 
with the one about David and Goliath.

“Do not boast about tomorrow, For you do not 
know what a day may bring forth (Proverbs 
27:1).”

Do not make long-term plans. Live each 
day, one day at a time, by His grace and to 
His glory.
“And whenever you stand praying, if you have 
anything against anyone, forgive him, that your 
Father in heaven may also forgive you your 
trespasses. But if you do not forgive, neither will 
your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses 
(Mark 11:25-26).”

You must forgive. You will not go to be 
with the Lord if you retain unforgiveness. 
The enemy works day and night to turn 
the hearts of God’s people into bitterness.
“So likewise you, when you have done all those 
things which you are commanded, say, ‘We are 
unprofitable servants. We have done what was 
our duty to do (Luke 17:10).’”

If you really are humble, this will be your 
heart response to any thanks or comple-
ments you receive.
“For this is the will of God, your sanctification: 
that you should abstain from sexual immorality; 
that each of you should know how to possess his 
own vessel in sanctification and honour (1 Thes-
salonians 4:3&4).”

There is no area of our lives which God 
does not see. Even married couples need 
to be careful of walking in lust.

Day Five
“Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry 
and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in 
strife and envy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfil its 
lusts (Romans 13:13&14).”

Decide to walk as in the day in this 
coming year. Sow to the Spirit and not 
to the flesh.
“And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver 
us from the evil one (Luke 11:4b).”

Petition the Lord as often as you need 
to, to help you overcome the temptation 
to sin. God does not tempt us. It is the 
enemy. Cry out to God to help you. See 
James 4:7-10.
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a man travel-
ling to a far country, who called his own servants 
and delivered his goods to them. And to one he 
gave five talents, to another two, and to another 
one, to each according to his own ability; and 
immediately he went on a journey. Then he who 
had received the five talents went and traded with 
them, and made another five talents. And likewise 
he who had received two gained two more also. 
But he who had received one went and dug in the 
ground, and hid his lord’s money. After a long 
time the lord of those servants came and settled 
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by Richard Owen Roberts
Myth 1: Repentance equals sorrow. 
Many people think they have come to 
repentance because they have been over-
whelmed with sorrow. Others are fearful 
they have not repented, because they see 
some around them weeping profusely, and 
they say, “I’ve never wept like that. Maybe 
I don’t know true repentance.”

Tears have their place. I wish there were 
more tears in our meetings, and more tears 
in my own life – but we dare not equate 
sorrow and repentance. Often those who 
express sorrow are not expressing sorrow 
over sin, but sorrow over having been 
caught in sin.

Several years ago we had a wonderful 
touch of the Holy Spirit on certain cam-
puses. Many tears were shed, and many 
students stood and confessed unspeakable 
sins in a flood of tears, but that’s not the 
same as repentance. Many of those dear 
students were drawn back into the web 
of their iniquity because unwisely they 
were led to believe that sorrow equals 
repentance.
Myth 2: Repentance and self-defence 
can exist together. 
Whenever you find a person who is seem-
ingly repentant and yet he or she is busily 
defending himself or herself, you know 
that it is not repentance. Take King Saul, 
who was commanded to go and utterly slay 
the Amalekites (1 Samuel 15). Instead, he 
spared the best of the sheep and the goats 
and some of the gold, and he spared Agag 
the king.

When Samuel confronted Saul, Saul 
said, “Why, I have done what the Lord 
commanded me.” Samuel said, “What 
then is the meaning of this bleating of the 
sheep and the goats in my ear?”

“Oh,” said Saul, “you have to understand 
that the people preserved the best of the 
sheep and the goats.” And he was told, 
“To obey is better than sacrifice, and to 
hearken than the fat of rams (verse 22).”

When he couldn’t squirm out of it any 
longer, Saul cried out, “Oh, I have sinned, 
but the people made me do it.” When 
Samuel turned and started to walk away, 
King Saul reached out and grabbed hold 
of his garment and it tore.

Then Samuel turned back and said to 
Saul, “Just as you have torn my garment, 
just so has God torn the kingdom from 
you.”

Saul blurted out, “Oh, I have sinned, but 
don’t tell the people and the elders.” 

When a public figure repents, the whole 
of his public should know it. If you sin, 
and your public doesn’t know whether 

you’ve repented or not, you have some 
repentance yet to deal with. Repentance 
and self-defence never exist together.
Myth 3: Repentance can be selective; 
one can pick and choose the things from 
which they repent. 
When anyone resorts to selective repent-
ance, the tendency is to repent of the glar-
ing matters, the things of which everyone 
knows he is guilty. There is selectivity 
in genuine repentance. Even if someone 
is caught in adultery and sheds buckets 
of tears, and makes no self-defence, and 
admits openly to adultery, it is not neces-
sarily repentance. You have to be sure that 
the underlying cause of adultery has been 
turned from – and that cause in most 
instances is pride.

A pastor invited me to conduct a series 
of meetings, and one of the first things 
I discovered was that he was in an adul-
terous relationship. All week long as I 
confronted him with his sin, the tears 
flowed. But I was convinced he never came 
to repentance. Recently, 12 years after the 
original event, he tracked down where I 
was preaching and came every night to the 
meetings. The last night he said to me, “I 
have come to the awareness that all of my 
attempts to repent of adultery have been 
without meaning because underneath it 
all is pride.”

Then with tears coursing down his 
face he said, “Do you think there is any 
hope for me?” I said, “Only God knows,” 
because I didn’t see any evidence that his 
pride was broken. 
Myth 4: Repentance is purely personal. 
Sin is not personal! Sin is always against 
somebody. If you ask what is the very 
essence of sin, you come to the certain 
determination that the essence of sin is 
self. Sin is me against you; you against 
me; me against God; us against God. Sin 
is always against somebody. 

Even the secret sins of the heart, which 
some imagine are against nobody but 
themselves, are nonetheless against God.

The great evil of all sin consists of the 
fact that it is against God. That’s why in 
Psalm 51 David cried out, “Against You, 
You only, have I sinned and done this 
evil in Your sight.” Wait a minute, David, 
you sinned against Bathsheba; you sinned 
against her husband; you sinned against 
a whole nation; you sinned against your 
own family. How can you say “Against 
You and You only have I sinned and done 
this evil in Your sight?”

Ah, that’s what you’re bound to say when 
you come to recognise that the great evil 
of all sin is that it is against God. So when 

you come to repentance, it is not enough 
to secretly repent; it is not enough to 
engage in some serious work with God 
concerning your own life. Your sin has 
been against somebody. 
Myth 5: Repentance consists of turning 
from the evil I have done. 
This is what is usually taught. No, it is 
deeper than that. Why did David say in 
Psalm 51, “In sin did my mother conceive 
me”? Was he pinning the blame for his 
adultery and his murder on his mother? 
No. He was acknowledging that his 
problem was not merely what he had done; 
his problem was what he was. When one 
comes to repentance, it is never enough 
to repent of what you’ve done. You must 
repent of what you are.

We are not sinners because we sin; we 
sin because we are sinners. When we come 
to repentance, we must repent of what 
we are, that we are shot through with sin, 
that we were born in sin and that sin has 
a vice-grip over our lives. You can repent 
a thousand times of the things that you 
have done, and if you have never repented 
of what you are, you have still to repent.
Myth 6: Repentance is a single act. 
Someone comes to me and says, “I want 
you to understand that 12 years ago I re-
pented,” or “Two nights ago I repented.” 
It’s never enough to say, “I repented.” I 
must be able to say, “I am repentant – day 
in, day out, year after year, unceasingly, I 
live in the spirit of repentance.”

Our churches are loaded down with 
people who can testify to the occasion 
in which they repented, and yet sin has 
shot through their lives. Repentance is 
an ongoing spirit and attitude. We live 
consistently in repentance, just as we must 
live consistently in faith.
Myth 7: Repentance is an act of self-
preservation. 
In a meeting, certain things are dangled 
in front of the congregation – threats, 
frightening things, things to be avoided. 
Repentance and faith are offered as a 
means of escaping the penalty of hell. 

Self-preservation is not repentance. One 
may begin moving in the direction of 
God in some selfish fashion, like seeking 
to escape hell, but if that is where it ends, 
it ends before it becomes genuine repent-
ance. Repentance is not something I do 
for myself; repentance is something I do 
for God.

True repentance is when one comes to 
the end of himself and stops using others, 
including God, and he becomes a person 
who is dead to self, and then in faith, alive 
to the Lord Jesus Christ.

Seven myths of repentance

accounts with them. So he who had received five 
talents came and brought five other talents, say-
ing, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, 
I have gained five more talents besides them.’ His 
lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will 
make you ruler over many things. Enter into the 
joy of your lord.’ 
He also who had received two talents came and 
said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, 
I have gained two more talents besides them.’ His 
lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful 
servant; you have been faithful over a few things, 
I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into 
the joy of your lord.’ Then he who had received the 
one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be 
a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, 
and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 
And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in 
the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.’ 
But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You 
wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap 
where I have not sown, and gather where I have 
not scattered seed. So you ought to have deposited 
my money with the bankers, and at my coming I 
would have received back my own with interest. 
So take the talent from him, and give it to him who 
has ten talents. ‘For to everyone who has, more 
will be given, and he will have abundance; but 
from him who does not have, even what he has will 
be taken away. And cast the unprofitable servant 
into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth (Matthew 25:14-30).’”
God has given each of us talents. You 

must use those talents to their fullest, in 
these days.
“But to you who fear My name The Sun of Right-
eousness shall arise With healing in His wings; 
And you shall go out And grow fat like stall-fed 
calves (Malachi 4:2).”

The call to reverence God. When we 

walk with Him in such a manner, He 
promises healing.
“Sing, O heavens! Be joyful, O earth! And break 
out in singing, O mountains! For the Lord has 
comforted His people, And will have mercy on 
His afflicted (Isaiah 49:13).”

O praise the Lord. I believe we will be 
able to sing in the coming year – because 
of what Jesus Christ has worked in the 
lives of His people.

As spring is fast turning into summer 
in our part of the world, I have noted this 
year, that truly I have never seen such an 
abundance of flowering and buds and the 
promise of fruit. The garden is going bal-
listic… as I exclaimed to the Lord the other 
day about this fact, He referenced me to 
Psalm 150:6: “Let everything that has 
breath praise the Lord.” Oh, hallelujah.

As the dearly beloved wise virgins make 
ready, the Lord says, “‘And it shall be, in 
that day,’ says the Lord, ‘that you will call 
Me “My Husband,” and no longer call Me 
“My Master,”… I will betroth you to Me 
forever; yes, I will betroth you to Me in 
righteousness and justice, in loving kind-
ness and mercy; I will betroth you to Me 
in faithfulness, and you shall know the 
Lord.’”
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by Holly D. Dye

THROUGH the cold winds of adversity, my soul has found its shelter in You, 
O Lord.

It is You, O Great Sovereign, who loves me. I may have never understood the depth 
of Your love until You placed me in such tumultuous situations where I had no choice 
but to draw near to You or die. It is in this place of utter reliance upon You that I have 
found the sweetest consolation ever known.

What a blessed privilege You have given me, that I may in all things and in all ways 
give glory to Your most excellent Name. This is true living. This is the place of sweet 
communion.

Oh how a man should be pitied who has never known a need, never a want, never a 
discomfort! Shall I think this man blessed? I shall not! How can they rejoice with a 
glorious and inexpressible joy over reliance in themselves?

You have allowed me to be scorned and rejected and misunderstood and I bless You 
for this, for You knew I would come running to You. What a glorious privilege to be 
rejected by man and accepted by God! There have been times when no one stood with 
me, but You alone. Though my heart was crushed, I would not trade the sweetness I 
found in weakly, but determinedly breathing the words, “I have Christ and He is enough.”

Thank You, my Father, for constantly weaning me from this world, that I may seek 
a heavenly one, where there will be no more tears, no more sorrow and the height of 
communion will have reached its fullness.

Yet until that time, I will rejoice each and every time I am broken, knowing that it is 
Your hand of love that has seen fit to draw me into closer union with Yourself.

May the name of the Lord be blessed both now and forevermore. Amen.

A Song Of Communion 
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by W. C. Moore

WITH the serious falling away 
among Christian people appar-

ent in our day, many despair of ever 
again seeing a real Holy Spirit revival. 
But Peter, moved by the Holy Spirit, 
shows us that the prophecy of Joel is 
for the church age (read Acts 2:14-20). 
The church age began on the day of 
Pentecost, and continues to today. God 
promises, “It shall come to pass in the 
last days, says God, I will pour out of 
My Spirit upon all flesh (Acts 2:17).”

We should never be discouraged, but 
we have failed God, and we should get 
solemn about it. God wants us to realise 
that revival is needed, that when we meet 
His conditions, revival will come, and that 
it must be prayed down. There is a time for 
rejoicing and shouting, but it is after the 
solemn assembly. See Joel 2:12-27.

God is faithful. As we humble ourselves, 
and pray, and seek His face, and turn 

from our wicked ways, He will hear from 
heaven (2 Chronicles 7:14), even in these 
days, “for with God nothing shall be im-
possible (Luke 1:37).”

As we think of the awful sins among 
professing Christians today, and the 
abounding iniquity that prevails, it is well 
to remember that even after the Jews had 
rejected the Lord Jesus, had crucified the 
Son of God – even then God sent a mighty 
revival and gathered in a remnant of the 
Jews, beginning on the day of Pentecost 
and continuing for several years thereafter 
before He, for a time, cut them off.

Just so, in these last days God will send 
a revival, a time of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord, when souls shall be 
saved, and the wise virgins shall be made 
ready for the coming of the Heavenly 
Bridegroom, Jesus.

In a time of Israel’s sore declension, God 
sent John the Baptist to “prepare the way 
before” the Lord (Malachi 3:1; Isaiah 

40:3). John, one man, was a forerunner 
of Jesus. The church is one body but with 
many members. God works through 
groups of people in the church age. It will 
not be one outstanding prophet who will 
prepare the way for the Second Coming 
of Jesus. But God, raising up a remnant, 
will send them forth in the power of the 
Spirit to sound the alarm (Joel 2:1) and get 
the hungry and humble Christians ready 
for the coming of the Lord, with lamps all 
trimmed and burning, and vessels filled 
with oil – filled with the Holy Spirit.

John the Baptist’s coming was foretold 
(Matthew 3:3), but it also took prayer to 
get the prophecies fulfilled. In fact, he ap-
peared on the scene directly in answer to 
prayer, for the angel told Zacharias, “Your 
prayer is heard; and your wife... shall bear 
you a son... John (Luke 1:13).” So revival 
must also be prayed down. Though proph-
esied in the Book of Joel, yet the revival 
will come directly in answer to prayer. 
See Luke 18:1-8 and Joel 2:12-17, with Joel 
2:18-29. “I will yet... be enquired of... to 
do it (Ezekiel 36:37).” The Lord says, “Ask 
(Matthew 7:7)…”

It will come in the 
midst of a desert

John was born at a time when it appeared 
most unlikely that a child could be born, 
for both Zacharias and his wife were old, 
and Elisabeth was barren (Luke 1:5-7). In 
like manner this end-of-the-age revival 
which we now look for, will come in the 
midst of a “desert” condition (Isaiah 
40:3; 43:19), when such a thing seems 
impossible.

The “desert” condition prevailing in so 
many churches today is one of the signs – 
not of the final state of the church – but 
of the condition the church will be in 
when revival from heaven comes. “I will 
even make... rivers in the desert (Isaiah 
43:19).” “I will pour water upon him that is 
thirsty, and floods upon the dry ground: I 
will pour My Spirit upon your seed (Isaiah 
44:3)…” Let us not take away anything 
from these prophecies of God.

It was said of John that he should “go be-
fore Him (Jesus)... to turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children... to make ready a 
people prepared for the Lord (Luke 1:17).” 
This is the work of God’s revival remnant 
in these last days before the Second Com-
ing of Christ – to turn the people back to 
God, and to stir them up to get ready for 
the Lord’s returning!

Today, it is to those who are hungry for 
more of God, to those who are grieved 
because of the fearful conditions existing 
among God’s people – that the Lord is 
speaking, and from that remnant will He 
yet call a people to go before Him in the 
power of the Holy Spirit – to prepare the 
way for the Second Coming of the Lord. 

Let us believe the message of God’s 
Word, though our faith may be tested 
(Luke 18:7-8).

He satisfies the 
longing soul

Let those who are praying for revival be 
encouraged. God wants us to be concerned 
about the prayerlessness, lack of love, gos-
siping, shallowness, frivolity, worldliness 
and slothfulness of professing Christians 
in these awful days. God notices and 
approves when we are “grieved for the 
affliction (Amos 6:6)” of His people. See 
how He marks and spares those that “sigh 
and that cry for all the abominations that 
be done in the midst (Ezekiel 9:4-6).” He 
satisfies the longing soul (Psalm 107:9).

God, who has put that “cry” for revival 

in our heart and soul, that same Holy God 
is faithful to answer that heart-cry of His 
own Blood-bought people “which cry day 
and night unto Him (Luke 18:7).” So let us 
“always... pray and not... faint (Luke 18:1).”

The same Holy Spirit who inspired Joel 
to write of the coming revival is stirring 
up the hearts of the hungry and humble 
saints of God in these last days to pray and 
believe and hold on for the fulfilment of 
those promises that God will restore the 
things which the church has lost (Joel 
2:25-27), and that He will give us the rain 
from heaven – the harvest rain – the 
outpouring of the Spirit to prepare us for 
the coming of the Lord, even the former 
rain and the latter rain in the first month 
(Joel 2:21-32).

Hold on in faith, praying the prayer 
for revival which the Holy Spirit has put 
on your heart until God answers. Then 
continue walking in the Spirit (Galatians 
5:16), and in faith and obedience until 
Jesus comes!

Do not let the foolish virgins steal your 
oil (Matthew 25:1-13)!

Jesus says, “According to your faith be it 
unto you (Matthew 9:29).” Cherish every 

Hold Fast! 
Pray Through!

bit of faith you have, every bit of hunger 
for revival that God, by the movings of 
His Spirit, puts into your heart. Trim your 
lamp, my brother, my sister, and parley not 
with those who have no faith for revival. 
Obey the urgings of the Holy Spirit deep 
in your own soul, and pray through! 

“Then shall we know, if we follow on to 
know the Lord... And He shall come unto 
us as the rain, as the latter and former rain 
unto the earth (Hosea 6:3).”

“Blow the trumpet in Zion, and sound 
an alarm in My holy mountain... for the 
day of the Lord... is nigh at hand... Gather 
the people... assemble the elders... Let... the 
ministers of the Lord, weep... and let them 
say, ‘Spare Thy people, O Lord, and give 
not Thine heritage to reproach, that the 
heathen should rule over them...’

“Then will the Lord be jealous for His 
land, and pity His people. Yea, the Lord 
will answer... And it shall come to pass, 
that whosoever shall call on the name of 
the Lord shall be delivered: for in Mount 
Zion... shall be deliverance, as the Lord 
hath said, and in the remnant whom the 
Lord shall call (Joel 2:1-32).”

by Zac Poonen

BEFORE the crucifixion, Peter had denied the Lord 
three times. This was the culmination of three-and-a-

half disappointing years that he had been with the Lord, 
during which he had proved himself proud, self-assertive, 
and prayerless. 

Yet the Lord, when about to entrust Peter with the feeding of 
His sheep, made no reference to any of these weaknesses. He 
did not even challenge him to be humble and prayerful in the 
future and to witness boldly, facing persecution if need be for 
the sake of his Lord. 

No, He did not ask any such questions, although these are 
indeed the qualifications we should look for in a spiritual man, 
and especially in one who is to be a leader among God’s people.

The Lord Jesus knew that one simple question would be 
sufficient. If that question found a true response, everything 
else would automatically follow. “Lovest thou Me more than 
everything and everyone else (John 21:15-17)?”

Love for Christ is the real test of any man’s spirituality.
If a man has attained to high rank in the church, even maybe 

that of a bishop, we naturally assume that he must be a spiritual 
man. It need not necessarily be so. It is the new birth and a 
consequent love for Christ that makes a man spiritual. 

It is possible today that a bishop of the church may not even 
have been born again. Possession of a theological degree – or 
several – is no guarantee of this either. No, not even passage 
through a soundly evangelical seminary will make a man 
spiritual! 

You may be a full-time Christian worker or the pastor of a 
congregation, but that does not make you a man of God. All too 
readily, you and I can mistake regular attendance at meetings, 
or profound Bible-knowledge, or unabated zeal for evangelism 
as the marks of spirituality. Distinctive dress and a pious look 
can deceive us, too. But none of them is of any account.

The test of genuine spirituality in God’s sight is one thing and 
one only: the extent of your love for Him. Ultimately that is 
something between you and your Lord alone.

He puts the question: “Lovest thou Me?” and it is for you to 
find the answer.

Test your spirituality



Adoption
O how much 
better is it 
then to be 
under the 
love of God 
than under 
the wrath 
of God
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by Robert Murray M’Cheyne (1813-
1845)

I DESIRE to open up to you the sub-
ject of adoption. By nature you are 

children of Satan; I would show you 
how you may be made sons of God: “Be-
hold, what manner of love the Father 
has bestowed upon us, that we should 
be called the sons of God.”

First, what is the fountain of adoption? 
It flows from the love of the Father: “Hav-
ing predestined us unto the adoption 
of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, 
according to the good pleasure of his will 
(Ephesians 1:5).” 

Observe that the only reason why God 
adopts anyone is the good pleasure of His 
will. “So then it is not of him who wills, 
nor of him who runs, but of God who 
shows mercy (Romans 9:16).” 

I suppose that any congregation may be 
divided into two parts: the one are the 
children of Satan; the other, the children 
of God. Who can tell why you were chosen 
and not another? It was the good pleasure 
of His will: “Behold, what manner of love 
the Father has bestowed upon us, that we 
should be called the sons of God.”

Ah, this is a humbling doctrine. There is 
no difference between us and the children 
of wrath; some of us were more wicked 
than they, yet God set His love on us. We 
were like the prodigal, yet he put the best 
robe on us. 

This should humble us in the dust. If 
there are any who think they have been 
chosen because they were better than 
others – ah! if you think that – you are 
grossly mistaken.

I would show you a second point, and 
that is the power by which God brings the 
children of the wicked one, and makes us 
children of God. 

Can we do it ourselves? No; the answer 
you will find in Matthew 3:9: “And do 
not think to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our father.’ For I say to you 
that God is able to raise up children to 
Abraham from these stones.”

See also the fourth chapter of Romans, 
the 17th verse: “God, who quickens the 
dead, and calls those things which be not 
as though they were.” See also Romans 
11:23: “And they also, if they do not con-
tinue in unbelief, will be grafted in, for 
God is able to graft them in again.”

So you see, dear brethren, that the only 
power that can bring a child of Satan and 
make him a child of God, is God himself. 
God is able to graft them in again. 

Ah! dear friends, the power is not in 

creatures. It is not in the power of man – 
it is not in the power given to ministers; 
they cannot make you children of God. 
O my unconverted friends, observe what 
the power is that can take you out of the 
family of nature, and put you among the 
children: “How can I put you among the 
children And give you a pleasant land, 
A beautiful heritage of the hosts of na-
tions? And I said: ‘You shall call Me, 
“My Father,” And not turn away from Me 
(Jeremiah 3:19).’”

It is God who must put you among the 
children. You who have been brought up 
in an ungodly family, God alone can bring 
you into His family. It is God alone who 
can do it. There is no power in earth, in 
heaven, or in hell, that can do it. Adop-
tion is God’s bestowment. Look then to 
Him for it.

“My eyes are ever toward the Lord, For 
He shall pluck my feet out of the net 
(Psalm 25:15).”Set your eyes on God, then 
wait upon Him.

Thirdly, let us see the steps by which God 
brings a child of the devil, to make him 
a child of God: “Behold, what manner 
of love the Father has bestowed upon us, 
that we should be called the sons of God.” 
There are two steps, regeneration and faith 
– if indeed, they can be separated, because 
the first breath of the new soul is faith; but 
in speaking of them we may consider one, 
and then the other. 

You will see it very beautifully brought 
out in the first chapter of the Gospel of 
John, the 12th and 13th verses: “But as 
many as received Him, to them He gave 
the right to become children of God, to 
those who believe in His name: who were 
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the 
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” 

Now, here you require just to take this 
passage backward, in order to understand 
it. The first thing is: “‘They were born, not 
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 
of the will of man, but of God.” The first 
thing towards faith is regeneration. The 
next step is, he “believes in His name,” 
and then he is adopted into his family: 
“As many as received him, to them gave 
the right,” or the power, or privilege, “to 
become the sons of God.”

Here you see the exact process. First of 
all, he is born of God; the soul that was 
dead in trespasses and sins is born, “not 
of blood, nor the will of the flesh, nor the 
will of man, but of God.” God drops the 
life of grace into his soul. 

And then comes the next step – he 
receives faith; that is, he believes on His 

name. 
And then comes the next step – “As 

many as received him, to them gave he the 
power to become the sons of God” – that 
is, he gives them the privilege to become 
the sons of God. 

O my brethren! This is the way in which 
he is made a child of God. Tell me, are you 
a child of God?

Again, are there any of you that think 
you are the sons of God, even though you 
have not believed in his name? It is a lie; 
for it is only those who receive him that 
get the power to believe on His name. Ah! 
my brethren, will you not be driven from 
to cry, “My Father, you are the guide of 
my youth (Jeremiah 3:4)?” Will you not 
cry to him?

Fourthly, the blessedness of being a son 
of God: “Behold, what manner of love 
the Father has bestowed upon us, that we 
should be called the sons of God!’ Ah! 
there are many things to make it a blessed-
ness beyond compare.

The first thing that makes it a blessedness 
is that we get the love of the Father. The 
moment you become a child, the Father 
loves you. This is shown in what Christ 
said to Mary: “I ascend to my Father, and 
your Father; and to my God, and your God 
(John 20:17).” Christ here intimated that 
we have the same love He had. The sun 
shines as much upon the daisy as it does 
upon the sunflower, though the sunflower 
is able to contain it more. Christ plainly 
shows you that in the 17th chapter of John, 
where he prays that the same love may be 
in us that was in Him. 

O, how much better is it, then, to be 
under the love of God, than under the 
wrath of God!

Let me mention to you a second part 
of the blessedness we get: The Spirit of 
the Son dwells in us. You will see this in 
Galatians 4:6, “And because you are sons, 
God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son 
into your hearts, crying, ‘Abba, Father.’” 

When Christ comes, the first thing he 
does is to redeem you from under the curse 
of the law, and then he makes you a son. 
O, it is sweet to have the smile of Christ! 
It is sweet to get the love of Christ; but I 
will tell you what is equally sweet – that 
is to receive the spirit of Christ. Has he 
given you the Spirit? He will do it if you 
are a son, that you may be made to cry, 
“Abba, Father!”

Let me mention to you a third part of 
the blessedness of being a son of God. You 
get the likeness of the Father. You know 
this is the case in an adopted family; an 
adopted child in the course of time gets 

the very features of the family. 
So you get the image of the Father, and 

you get the love of the Father. You are 
taught that in Matthew 5, where Christ 
says, in His sermon on the Mount, “Love 
your enemies, bless those who curse you, 
do good to those who hate you, and 
pray for those who despitefully use you, 
and persecute you; That you may be the 
children of your Father who is in heaven 
(verses 44&45),” – that ye may bear the 
image of the Father. Have you that mark 
of adoption? Are you becoming like God?

Let me mention a fourth part of the 
blessedness. Some of you may be surprised 
at it. We get the chastisement of the Fa-
ther. If we do not have chastisement, then 
we are bastards, and not sons, for what son 
is he whom the Father does not chasten 
(Hebrews 12:7)? The worldly are allowed 
to get fat; but it is not so with those who 
follow God; if they wander, he puts up a 
hedge, and if they fall into it, he puts up 
a wall.

Let me mention the last part of the bless-
edness. We receive the inheritance as heirs. 
Paul says, “If sons, then heirs (Romans 
8:17).” Every child in a rich family gets 
something when the father dies; often he 
shares his fortune equally among them, 
and the adopted child is not forgot. 

If we are Christ’s, we get all things with 
Him. If we are Christ’s, we share the gov-
ernment of the world with Him. If we are 
His, we share the crown with Him. 

It is called the inheritance of the saints 
in light. I cannot tell all the blessings of 
being an heir of God; but I know that it 
is better than being an heir of hell: “He 
who overcomes shall inherit all things 
(Revelation 21:7),” and that for eternity – 
it cannot fade away.

O my brethren! Will you still remain 
heirs of hell? If you come to Christ you 
will be made heirs of God. Is it better to 
get the pleasure of the world, and hell at 
the end, or to be made a child of God, and 
an heir of Christ?

“They shall neither hunger anymore nor 
thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike 
them, nor any heat; for the Lamb who is 
in the midst of the throne will shepherd 
them and lead them to living fountains 
of waters. And God will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes (Revelation 7:16&17).”

O, that God would make you like Mary, 
to choose that good part that shall never 
be taken away from you! O, that God 
would put life into the dead stones, and 
from those stones raise children of Abra-
ham! Amen.
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by Jack Kelley

I’M frequently asked why I believe we 
should have to continue confessing 

our sins after being born again, since 
all our sins are already forgiven. People 
who ask point out that 1 John 1:9 is the 
only place this is mentioned and if it 
was so important wouldn’t Jesus have 
taught it? 

Well it turns out 1 John 1:9 isn’t the only 
place confession is mentioned for believers 
and as a matter of fact Jesus did teach it. 
But before we get into that, let’s review 
what I call the two-sided nature of our 
relationship with the Lord so you can see 
where the idea came from in the first place. 

Union And Fellowship
I call one side Union. It’s eternal and 

unconditional, based only on our belief. 

Ephesians 1:13&14 describes our Union 
with God, sealed and guaranteed. Once 
we’re born again, we can’t become unborn. 
It’s good forever. The Holy Spirit is sealed 
within us from our first moment of belief 
until the day of redemption to guarantee 
that. 2 Corinthians 1:21&22 goes even far-
ther, saying it is God who makes us stand, 
and that he’s put His mark of ownership 
on us as well as sealing His Spirit in our 
hearts. 

In 1 Corinthians 6:19&20 Paul wrote, 
“You are not your own you were bought 
at a price.” God purchased us with the 
blood of Jesus and then He put His mark 
on us. You could say He branded us, like 
a rancher brands his cattle, as proof of 
ownership. 

I call the other side Fellowship and it’s a 
bit more complicated. Fellowship is that 
state of continual closeness to God that 

enables Him to bless us in our daily lives, 
both by protecting us from enemy attacks 
and by making good things happen for us 
(Romans 8:28). It’s like He’s taken our side 
to give us a supernatural advantage. 

Fellowship is defined by 1 John 1:8&9 as 
being both earthly and conditional upon 
our behaviour. Even as believers, as long 
as we’re here on Earth we’ll continue to 
sin. Since God can’t abide the presence of 
sin (Habakkuk 1:13), our unconfessed sins 
interrupt our earthly relationship with 
Him and may deprive us of blessings we 
might have otherwise received. 

Because of our Union with God we’re 
still saved in the eternal sense, but here on 
Earth we’re out of Fellowship. And when 
we’re out of Fellowship, we have to make it 
on our own while being legitimate targets 
for our enemy’s mischief. 

One reason many Christians live such 
defeated lives is that having only learned 
about the Union part of being a believer, 
they only know that God has forgiven 
their sins and that they’ll go to be with 
Him when they die or are raptured. They 
don’t realise that they still need regular 
confession to stay in Fellowship in the 
mean time. 

Now by defeated lives, I mean they lack 
the spiritual success all Christians are 
promised (John 10:10). They might be 
doing all right from a worldly perspective, 
although many are deprived even of that, 
but their lives do not reflect the Spiritual 
wellbeing for which there is no substitute 
in worldly living. Nor do they feel the 
sense of peace and satisfaction that we 
all desire. 

Where Did This 
Come From?

Union and Fellowship are not just New 
Testament ideas. Consider the plight of 
Job, a man of God and the main character 
in the oldest book of the Bible. He was 
such a good man that God bragged to 
Satan about him. But he was not perfect. 
His sin was self-righteousness and what 
he said to his friends proves it.

“Although I am blameless, I have no 
concern for myself; I despise my own life 
(Job 9:21).”

(Speaking to God) “Does it please you 
to oppress me, to spurn the work of your 
hands ... though you know that I am not 
guilty (Job 10:3&7)?” 

(To his friends again) “I have become 

a laughingstock to my friends, though 
I called upon God and he answered – a 
mere laughingstock, though righteous and 
blameless (Job 12:4)!”

“I will maintain my righteousness and 
never let go of it; my conscience will not 
reproach me as long as I live (Job 27:6).”

In addition, all 41 verses of Job 31 are 
devoted to Job giving evidence of his 
righteousness. 

Because he wouldn’t confess his sin, he 
was out of fellowship. When asked, God 
had to let Satan afflict him in order to 
bring him to his senses. Once Job con-
fessed (Job 42:1-6), he was restored (Job 
42:10-17). Even though he was the most 
righteous man on Earth, Job still had to 
confess to be restored to fellowship with 
God. 

Some say that because these verses come 
after God’s agreement with Satan, they 
can’t be the cause of Job’s affliction. Are 
we to think God didn’t know about Job’s 
sin until he said something? 

Later, in Old Covenant times, the priests 
had to sacrifice a lamb on the altar every 
morning and every evening for the sins of 
the people. Although God was dwelling 
among them, providing for all their needs, 
there still had to be a twice daily sacrifice 
for sin to stay in His good graces. 

1 John 1:9 is the New Testament equiva-
lent of those daily sacrifices for sin. “If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just and 
will forgive us our sins and purify us from 
all unrighteousness.”

This verse was written for believers who 
are forever saved, but are in danger of 
being out of Fellowship because of their 
sins. When we confess in faith, we’re im-
mediately forgiven and purified from all 
unrighteousness.

This is the real underlying issue of He-
brews 6:4-6. We know this because in the 
preceding verses the writer said he was 
leaving elementary teachings about Christ 
and going on to maturity, not laying again 
the foundation of repentance from acts 
that lead to death, etc (Hebrews 6:1-3). 
This alone tells us he wasn’t talking about 
our salvation. 

The key is the phrase “renew again to 
repentance” in verse 6. Jewish believers 
were being pressured into keeping the law, 
especially where it concerned the sacrifice 
for sin. Those who relied on sacrificial 
lambs instead of confessing directly to 
God were in effect crucifying the Lord 
all over again, since He is the Lamb of 

God who takes away the sin of the world. 
The daily sacrifice was a foreshadowing 
of Him, and when He came the shadow 
gave way to the reality. The old way was 
no longer sufficient to restore them to 
fellowship.

What Did Jesus Say?
As for Jesus teaching about believers 

confessing, take a look at the parable of 
the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32). Seeking 
a life of independence from his father, the 
Prodigal Son left his father’s house and 
struck out on his own. He had soon squan-
dered his wealth in wild living and would 
have happily traded places with one of his 
father’s hired hands. Swallowing his pride, 
he returned to his father’s house where he 
confessed and was restored. 

While He was away, he never stopped 
being his father’s son (Union), but during 
that time there was no communication 
and he didn’t receive any of the blessings 
that might have been his had he remained 
in his father’s house (Fellowship). 

Like the Prodigal Son, we still belong 
to our Father’s family while we’re out of 
Fellowship with Him, but there won’t be 
any communication and we won’t receive 
the blessings we might have otherwise 
had. And like both Job and the Prodigal, 
when we return to our Father and con-
fess our sins, we’re immediately purified 
from all unrighteousness and restored to 
Fellowship.

Why Do We Resist?
Since the penalty for all the sins of our 

life is already paid (Colossians 2:13-14) 
and therefore there is no more condem-
nation for us (Romans 8:1), why do many 
believers resist the idea of confessing when 
they sin? Don’t they know forgiveness is 
automatic? What’s the problem?

One reason is lack of knowledge. Most 
people have never been taught about stay-
ing in Fellowship and are only familiar 
with the Union side of our relationship 
with God. They’ve learned how to be 
saved, but they don’t know periodic con-
fession is required to stay in Fellowship.

But there’s also a fair amount of pride 
contained in our fallen human state. Hav-
ing to repeatedly admit to being a sinner 
can be embarrassing even when we’re only 
admitting it to God who already knows 
all about us. That pride itself is a sin that 
interrupts our fellowship. 

And finally, there are many believers who 
have it too good to even realise they’re 
out of fellowship. They judge themselves 
the way others judge them, by worldly 
standards, and think they’re OK. They 
never stop to consider their lack of spir-
itual wealth. 

Jesus was warning us about being out of 
fellowship when He said, “Apart from me 
you can do nothing (John 15:5).” He said 
if we don’t remain in Him, we’ll be like 
a withered branch, unfruitful, no matter 
what we do. Believers like this will soon 
discover that whatever worldly success 
they’ve achieved is meaningless in the 
Kingdom, and their life as a believer is 
mostly devoid of eternal value. To their 
dismay, they’ll discover they’ve hardly 
stored up any treasure in Heaven (Mat-
thew 6:19-21). As one escaping through 
the flames, they’ll still be saved (1 Corin-
thians 3:15) but with nothing to commend 
them. According to recent studies, over 
90 percent of this generation’s born-again 
believers may soon find themselves in this 
situation. 

By the way, this presents an interesting 
dilemma for the partial rapture advocates. 
They contend that only the best Chris-
tians will go in the rapture. The rest, they 
say, will be left behind for a while until 
they prove themselves worthy. At the 
Bema Seat, these faithful ones will find 
their works compared to gold, silver and 
precious gems that survive the judgement 
fire. But right there beside them will be 
those whose works are all burned up leav-
ing them with nothing. If only the best 
are taken in the rapture, how did these 
others who don’t have anything to show 
for themselves get there? 

What’s The Point?
Because of our unbreakable union with 

God we never have to worry about losing 
our salvation. Nor do we have to wonder 
if we’ll be included in the rapture. But to 
make our relationship with Him here on 
Earth as good as it can be and to accom-
plish all that He desires of us requires that 
we confess when we sin. 

Confessing when we sin is like apologis-
ing to a loved one. You know you’ll be 
forgiven but you feel bad about disap-
pointing someone you love and want to 
make sure you’ve restored the relationship 
to its previous condition. Confession. It 
really is good for the soul. 

Union and Fellowship 
The Whole Story
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by Jay Dharan

“EVANGELICAL Begging” is 
a phrase I use to refer to what 

modern-day popular preachers do on 
television and on other public plat-
forms. This is a study on whether that 
phrase and my convictions behind it 
are something I should maintain or 
not, in light of orthodox and historic 
Christianity.

What does Scripture say on money? The 
scriptures speak a lot on money. Most 
of it is warnings on how dangerous and 
deep-seated the love of money is in our 
hearts. In Luke 16:13, Jesus said money is 
the only thing that epitomises “the other 
master” whom man worships and loves 
other than God. Quite contrary to radical 
Pentecostal teachings, it is not Satan that 
fallen man worships. Fallen man serves 
the devil in ignorance, but his heart wor-
ships money. That’s what Jesus taught in 
Luke 16. 

When you love God, you hate money 
and when you hate God, you love money. 
All men who are not true worshippers of 
God, love only their personal profit and 
care nothing about the glory of God.

Jesus also taught in Luke 12:15 that the 
abundance of riches does not mean any-
thing for a man’s eternal life. If eternal 
life is one’s aim and desire, then money 
should not be one’s priority. So trusting in 
worldly riches is futile and foolish. This is 
what the Apostles also taught.

Regarding ministers of the gospel, the 
Scriptures are clear that he should be a 
man who is not a lover of money (Titus 
1:7). In 1 Timothy 6:3, Paul told us that the 
marks of a person who teaches “a differ-
ent doctrine and does not agree with the 
sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ and 

the teaching that accords with godliness” 
is that he “thinks godliness is a means to 
financial gain (1 Timothy 6:5, NIV).”

In other words, according to Holy Scrip-
ture, the mark of a false teacher is that he 
thinks religion is just a way to get rich. 

So Paul admonishes all who read 1 Timo-
thy to stay away from ministers whose aim 
is to pick-pocket their hearers. Their aim 
is to tickle the ears of their hearers and get 
money out of them. The motive of all those 
who teach false doctrine as “lust for filthy 
lucre” is stated by Paul again in Titus 1:11. 

A dangerous thing
Now in 2 Timothy, Paul very clearly 

speaks about the type of people to be 
found in the last days. In chapter 3, he 
says that “men will be lovers of self, lovers 
of money, lovers of pleasure rather than 
lovers of God,” and in chapter 4 he says 
“the time is coming when people will not 
endure sound teaching, but having itching 
ears they will accumulate for themselves 
teachers to suit their own passions, and 
will turn away from listening to the truth 
and wander off into myths.” So it is no 
wonder that in the last days there is an 
increase in preachers who are after money, 
and there’s a great following after them.

According to the Holy Scriptures, 
money is thus a dangerous thing which 
tests our motive and especially the intent 
of ministers. Balaam, Gehazi and Judas 
are all examples of men in ministry who 
destroyed themselves with their love of 
money.

What did the Lord Jesus and The Apos-
tles do? Even though money is a danger-
ous thing and love of money is a sin into 
which anyone of us can fall so easily, it is 
a fact that money is needed to live on this 
earth. It is also needed in ministry. So is it 
permitted in the Scriptures for ministers 

to solicit their hearers to give money to 
meet their personal needs?

In the entire Bible, there is not a single 
incident where you would find any man 
of God, the Lord Jesus or the Apostles 
imploring people to give them money to 
meet their personal needs. Sure they had 
many ministry needs, but there is not a 
single incident where the Lord and his 
men ever asked people to give them money 
for the expansion of the Lord’s work.

Why? For the simple reason that the 
Lord’s work is not done or expanded by 
money. The Lord’s work is done by the 
gracious and efficacious working of God’s 
blessed Holy Spirit. It is by His working 
that the Kingdom of God expands. So 
the argument that the Kingdom of God 
would not expand without begging for 
money is a preposterous one.

Do not forget that the Sovereign Lord 
God who owns the whole universe is able 
to provide money that is needed for the 
needs of the minister and the ministry, 
without the minister going around beg-
ging to people.

Nowhere in the Bible will you find the 
Lord Jesus or the Apostles telling their 
personal or ministerial needs to their hear-
ers. No, they shared that with our Father 
in heaven. They trusted in the Father to 
support them. They knew that the Father 
is well able to burden the hearts of those 
who are able to give and thus meet their 
needs. They resolved in true God-honour-
ing faith that “if God does not help us, we 
should not be helped (Paul Washer in his 
sermon, Journal Reading And Prayer).”

Ministers who call themselves the 
ambassadors of Christ ought not to beg. 
How would you feel if some one knocked 
at your door and asked you for money, 
claiming to be the ambassador of United 
States? You would laugh at him. Well, 
why? Because the United States is the rich-
est nation in the world. The ambassador of 
the United States will not and should not 
beg, for it dishonours his nation. Well, is 
God or the United States greater? Think 
for yourself (from a famous illustration 
used by Zac Poonen).

Didn’t the Apostles ask Christians to 
give? Yes, they did instruct and encourage 
believers to give. But a notable difference 
from their conduct and today’s practice of 
men on Christian TV is that the apostles 
never asked money for themselves or their 
ministry. They always encouraged believ-
ers to give to someone or somewhere else, 

especially the poor and the needy.
For example, Paul encouraged Corin-

thians to give money for the need of poor 
believers in Jerusalem (1 Corinthians 16:3).

What does the history of Church teach 
us? One of the things that Christians of 
the 21st century do not recognise is what 
2 000 years of church history teaches us. 
We should not forget that the Kingdom 
of God has been expanding all these years 
without ministers begging like these char-
latans on TV.

It’s only in the recent past and especially 
after the entry of Christian television 
that you find ministers asking for money 
unashamedly like this.

So has there been a change of plan? No, 
there is no change of plan in God’s heart 
how the Kingdom shall be expanded, 
which is clearly stated in His Word. As 
noted earlier, it is not by money that the 
kingdom is built. It is by the matchless 
work of the Holy Spirit. 

Also, even if money is used for this pro-
cess, there is no Scripture that warrants 
ministers coercing people to give money. 
This is also testified by the history of au-
thentic Christianity.

The earliest non-canonical Christian 
literature, “The Didache,” which is more 
of a manual of instruction of the apostles 
to the various churches, says the following 
about false prophets:

“Now about the envoys and prophets, do 
just as according to the tenet of the good 
message. Now each envoy who comes to 
you, accept as you would the Lord… Now 
when the envoy departs, he should take 
nothing except bread until he lodges. But 
if he should ask for money, he is a false 
prophet… But whoever says with the spirit, 
‘Give me money (or something else),’ you 
will not listen to him. But if he says to 
give on behalf of others who are in need, 
no one should judge him.”

He was a false prophet
So in the first and second century, it 

was clear that any itinerant preacher 
who asked for money was a false prophet. 
Anyone who claimed to be speaking in 
the Spirit and demanded money was a 
false prophet. But if he requested believers 
to give, pointing to a need – not his but 
someone else’s – then believers should 
give. This is exactly like Paul asking 
Christians at Corinth to give for believers 
in Jerusalem.

If we come down through church history 
– through the early fathers, the Reformers, 
the Puritans, the Methodists, etc – and 
come all the way up to the mid 20th 

century, we will not find anyone other 
than false preachers and sidelined heretics 
preaching to get money from their hearers. 
Sadly, with the rise of Christian TV in 
the mid 20th century, the heretics (who 
in all ages have been more popular than 
true men of God), now have a worldwide 
appeal.  Hence, many Christians sadly 
consider the methods used by these men 
on TV as a norm and even scriptural.

Is it not a matter of individual calling?
Some people have argued that due to the 

differences in our callings, we should not 
criticise the methods of others. I doubt 
that is the case here. It is true that we differ 
in our callings, but that does not mean a 
person can claim to have a different call-
ing than ours and do something clearly 
against the Scriptures. 

In other words, when I find a man who 
does things contrary to the Bible then, 
even if I have a different calling – on the 
basis of the Bible, I can say what he does is 
wrong. So, it is not a matter of individual 
calling.

Shouldn’t Christians give? Yes, we Chris-
tians should excel in our giving. We who 
do not count anything other than Jesus 
Christ as precious should, by our giving, 
prove that we do not treasure money. It is 
clearly taught in Scripture.

It is also clearly taught in Scripture that 
we should support ministers so that they 
can spend all their life and energy on 
studying the Word of God and not in 
some other work. The reason we should 
support ministers is because we should 
relieve them from all other work so that 
they can dedicate their entire time and 
energy in studying the Word and in prayer.

Many pastors and preachers who do not 
understand this reason, take advantage of 
this privilege and pick-pocket their flock. 
These pastors at the same time are not 
diligent in their study of the Word. Like 
Paul said, these who love money end up 
teaching false doctrine. It is very clear in 
Scripture that a true man of God is one 
whose aim is to be diligent in prayer and 
study of the Word (Acts 6:4). It is also 
clear that a true man of God is one who 
will never take advantage of his privileges 
in order to meet some personal need of his.

Listen to Samuel, the prophet in the 
Old Testament: “‘Here I am; bear wit-
ness against me before the Lord and His 
anointed. Whose ox have I taken, or 
whose donkey have I taken, or whom have 
I defrauded? Whom have I oppressed, or 
from whose hand have I taken a bribe to 
blind my eyes with it? I will restore it to 
you.’ They said, ‘You have not defrauded 
us or oppressed us or taken anything from 
any man’s hand (1 Samuel 12:3-4).’”

Listen to Paul, the Apostle in the New 
Testament: “I have coveted no one’s silver 
or gold or apparel. Yes, you yourselves 
know that these hands have provided for 
my necessities, and for those who were 
with me. I have shown you in every way, by 
labouring like this, that you must support 
the weak. And remember the words of the 
Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more blessed 
to give than to receive (Acts 20:33-35).’”

So Christians should give to ministers 
who do not ask.

Conclusion
After a careful examination of Scrip-

tures, the practice of our Lord Jesus 
and the Apostles, and the testimony of 
church history, we can conclude that 
there is neither any scriptural validity nor 
historic precedence for the modern-day 
solicitation of money by ministers for their 
personal and ministerial needs. Hence it is 
accurate to call it what it is: “Evangelical 
Begging.” 

Well what about those Christians who 
are reluctant to give, stingy and tight-
fisted?

Scripturally speaking, rather than just 
repeatedly imploring them to give, they 
need to be taught the matchless worthi-
ness of our true Treasure in heaven – the 
Lord Jesus Christ. It is only when they 
become reluctant to part with Christ 
Jesus, that they will part with all other 
treasures (Hebrews 10:34).

If an individual neglects this, even after 
repeated instruction and encouragement 
to see the worthiness of our Lord and thus 
part with all earthly treasures, then it is 
doubtful whether in the first place, that 
individual is saved or not.

John Piper said in his sermon How Much 
is Jesus Worth: “The mark of a saint, a child 
of God, is not that we have attained or 
are perfect but that we long for Christ, 
we thirst like hungry babies for his word 
and fellowship and power. No Christian 
is satisfied with his present condition. We 
are hungry and the more we taste, the 
hungrier we get for Jesus. His value does 
not diminish with time – it increases. And 
the better we know Him the more we love 
him. And when we finally enter into his 
presence with rejoicing our endless song 
will be, ‘Worthy is the Lamb who was 
slain to receive power and wealth and 
wisdom and might and honour and glory 
and blessing.’ Your mouth is always full of 
praises for what you value most. ‘To you 
who believe he is precious (1 Peter 2:7).’” 
© Beacon Of Truth Ministries.

Evangelical Begging
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by Tom Blangiardo

ALL of my life, I’ve been a “mover 
and a shaker.” I think fast, move 

fast, drive fast, and like to think that 
I generally get more things done than 
most people. Give me a to-do list, and 
let me at it. I love projects of all kinds.

When I first came to the Lord in 1997, 
everything seemed to s-l-o-w d-o-w-n. 
Suddenly, the beauty of things around 
me sparkled as they never had before. 
One day, while driving on a busy stretch 
of Interstate, I actually found myself just 
enjoying the sunshine and, for once, going 
at the speed limit.

Cars raced past me at what seemed like 
break-neck speed, changing lanes, cut-
ting each other off. Everyone seemed to 
be heading somewhere in an incredible 
hurry. I stuck to the right-hand lane to 
get out of their way. I remember grieving 
and praying for these people, and asking 
myself, “What could possibly be worth 
all that stress?”

That season in my life did not last very 
long.

Now, in my eighth year of ministry, this 

remains my greatest struggle – the area 
where the Lord continues to hammer away 
at my flesh – and the one Word I consist-
ently hear from Him is, “Slow down, My 
son. Marvel at My creation. Rest in My 
presence. Love Me. Enjoy Me. Take time 
to love others. Lay down your to-do list 
and take up Mine.”

When I take the time to meditate on 
what the Lord is telling me, it is not diffi-
cult to see how much I give up by spending 
so much of life busy, busy, busy, always 
cramming as much as possible into each 
24 hours the Lord gives me.

First of all, I’ve come to realise that 
busyness is a joy stealer. Its “fruit” is inner 
tension, stress and frequent frustration, 
and our loved ones are most often the 
recipients of these rotten fruits. Scripture 
promises the complete opposite for God’s 
people, “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience (Galatians 5:22)…”

Moreover, busy Christians are powerless 
Christians. Prayer and connecting with 
God is difficult or nonexistent amid the 
inner agitation caused by busyness. Yet 
prayer is how we find God’s will and how 

we appropriate His power to do it.
So, how do we allow the Lord to set us 

free from this powerful spirit of busyness 
that robs us of so much?

One thing we need to do is get rid of the 
clutter in our lives. We need to say “no” to 
the things that steal time and that are of 
our own doing. In their place we should 
seek and be available to say “yes” to those 
things of the Lord. 

“For we are His workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand that we should walk 
in them (Ephesians 2:10).”

In making these choices we need to 
acknowledge our tendency to choose 
work and activities we can do in our own 
strength. This is just as true for the “good 
works” done in the name of ministry as it 
is for our other activities. With schedules 
full of self-chosen activities we can per-
form in our flesh, we don’t need to rely 
on God or pray to appropriate His power.

When Jesus sent Peter out, He told him, 
“Most assuredly, I say to you, when you 
were younger, you girded yourself and 
walked where you wished; but when you 

are old, you will stretch out your hands, 
and another will gird you and carry you 
where you do not wish (John 21:18).” No 
way could Peter do what the Lord set 
before him in his own strength.

I was a desperate 
man

I’ll never forget the first time the Lord 
arranged for me, through a series of 
extraordinary circumstances, to go into 
a large state prison to minister to sex of-
fenders. I had never even been inside a 
prison. You can believe I learned fast how 
to depend on the Lord, His strength, His 
words, His anointing! I was a desperate 
man because I knew I couldn’t do this in 
my own strength.

One of my favourite books on prayer, The 
Kneeling Christian, comments: “Do we re-
alise that there is nothing the Devil dreads 
so much as prayer? His great concern is to 
keep us from praying. He loves to see us ‘up 
to our eyes’ in work, provided we do not 
pray. Someone wisely said ‘Satan laughs 
at our toiling, mocks at our wisdom, but 
trembles when we pray.’”

Jesus is not interested in items checked 
off our to-do list. Jesus is interested in a 
relationship. Jesus wants to spend time 
with us so He can lavish us with His love, 
and teach us and empower us to give that 
Love to others. He wants to be our First 
Love, always.

Freedom from busyness depends vitally 
on our willingness to discipline ourselves 
to spend time with Jesus; quality time. 
How do we do this? First, we need to 
slow down and “be anxious for nothing 
(Philippians 4:6).” Then we need to sit at 
His feet, meditate on His Word and His 
promises, and lay our needs and requests 
before Him. In short, we need a rich and 
meaningful devotional and prayer time 
with our Lord.

If we don’t, or can’t, abide in and enjoy 
His Presence quiet and still before Him, 
how can we abide in Him in the pace of 
our hectic day?

In Revelation 2, Jesus acknowledges 
the Church of Ephesus for all their good 
works, but then sharply calls them to 
repent: “Nevertheless I have this against 
you, that you have left your first love. Re-
member therefore from where you have 
fallen; repent and do the first works, or 
else I will come to you quickly and remove 
your lampstand from its place – unless you 
repent (Revelation 2:4&5).”

Recall also the story of Martha and 
Mary in Luke 10. “Now it happened as 

they went that He entered a certain vil-
lage; and a certain woman named Martha 
welcomed Him into her house. And she 
had a sister called Mary, who also sat 
at Jesus’ feet and heard His word. But 
Martha was distracted with much serv-
ing, and she approached Him and said, 
‘Lord, do You not care that my sister has 
left me to serve alone? Therefore tell her 
to help me.’ And Jesus answered and said 
to her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are worried 
and troubled about many things. But one 
thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that 
good part, which will not be taken away 
from her.’”

The “good part” that Mary chose was to 
spend time in the presence of her Lord.

Tragically, like Martha feverishly serv-
ing the guests, busy, well-intentioned 
Christians are often worried, frustrated 
and unsatisfied.

God’s fervent desire for us is that we be 
satisfied and fulfilled in Him alone. One 
of the many reasons for this is that an 
unsatisfied Christian is ripe for Satan’s 
allurements, and therefore prone to seek 
satisfaction and joy from loves other than 
Christ alone.

Nehemiah 8:10b says “Do not sorrow, 
for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 
David, too, was very aware that joy was the 
key to his restoration and walk with the 
Lord when he prayed, “Restore to me the 
joy of Your salvation, and uphold me by 
Your generous Spirit (Psalm 51:12).” Jesus 
Himself endured the Cross “for the joy 
set before him.”

In short, we find ourselves without the 
strength or resolve to resist temptation 
and do God’s will when we are not filled 

with His joy. Besetting sins find their root 
much more easily in hearts not filled with 
the joy of the Lord.

His greatest weapon
From my own struggles, I say with con-

fidence that busyness is the work of Satan, 
and may be his greatest weapon against 
the sincere Christian. Why? Because it 
renders the believer both impotent and 
unsatisfied.

Are you one who asks, “Why can’t I find 
true peace and joy?” If so, could it be that 
you have “left your First Love?”

In conclusion, I am not suggesting we 
stop working. I am suggesting that we 
stop working in the f lesh. Most of us 
know when this begins to happen, when 
we feel the love of God and power of His 
Spirit draining out of us. That is when we 
need to stop.

As always we need to follow our Lord’s 
example. After ministering to the multi-
tudes, Jesus knew that He was in need of 
quality time with His Father. “And when 
He had sent them away, He departed to 
the mountain to pray (Mark 6:46).”

I suspect many of us sorely need to be 
willing to drop what we’re doing and go to 
the mountain to spend quality time with 
our Lord. We will surely find Him there.
Tom Blangiardo serves as Director of Ministry 
Outreach of Pure Life Ministries, and also leads 
PLM’s Speaking and Prison Ministries. Copyright, 
2011 www.purelifeministries.org All rights reserved. 
Permission is granted to use, copy, distribute, or 
retransmit information or materials on this page, 
so long as proper acknowledgment is given to Pure 
Life Ministries as the source of the materials, and no 
modifications are made to such material.

Lord, Set Me Free... 
from Busyness

Spirit Of God, Descend Upon My Heart
by George Croly

Spirit of God, descend upon my heart;
Wean it from earth, through all its pulses move;

Stoop to my weakness, mighty as Thou art,
And make me love Thee as I ought to love.

Hast Thou not bid us love Thee, God and King?
All, all Thine own, soul, heart and strength and mind;

I see Thy cross – there teach my heart to cling:
Oh let me seek Thee, and oh let me find.

Teach me to feel that Thou art always nigh;
Teach me the struggles of the soul to bear,
To check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh;

Teach me the patience of unanswered prayer.
Teach me to love Thee as Thine angels love,

One holy passion filling all my frame;
The baptism of the heaven descended Dove,
My heart an altar, and Thy love the flame.
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HE is the greatest man who 
ever lived! He is the most 

honourable man who ever lived!
He is the most noble of men, the 
most dedicated of men, the most 
venerable of men, the wisest of men, 
the One who affected the most men 
all down through history.
He is the greatest of all men who 
ever lived!
Who has ascended into heaven, or 
descended? Who has gathered the 
wind in His fists? Who has bound 
the waters in a garment? Who has 
established all the ends of the earth? 
What is His name, and what is His 
Son’s name, If you know (Proverbs 
30:4)?
The songwriter says:
My gracious Master and my God
Assist me to proclaim,
To spread through all the earth abroad
The honours of His name.
And again:
There is a name I love to hear, I love to 
sing its worth!
And again:
O for a thousand tongues to sing
My dear Redeemer’s praise…
There is one name that shall last when all 
others have died out.
This man came into the world with pur-
pose that was given Him from God above.
He didn’t earn His right to be blessed. 
He was blessed!
He didn’t do enough for mankind to 
deserve a place in history;
He is the reason for history.
He created history.
In fact, it is His-story.
He was rich, yet for your sakes He became 
poor.
All other men did their deeds and accom-
plished their works, but they are depend-
ent on others to venerate their name.
Not so with this man; God Himself will 
exalt Him above the nations, far above all 
principalities and powers.
In fact, even the rocks would be an or-
chestra, the mountains would skip like 
rams, and the little hills like lambs (Psalm 
114:4)!
He turned the rock into a standing water, 

the flint into a fountain of waters (Psalm 
114:8).
This Man doesn’t need man to exalt or 
venerate Him.
His name? Jesus Christ!
No name has been written more nor sung 
more than His Name.
He will be reverenced by every single 
person that ever lived.
No one shall escape His judgement.
He is the Ever-Living One.
His name shall endure forever.
There is no need of monuments to keep 
His name alive. Or books! Or museums! 
Or statues!
His words are written forever.
His name is living and cannot die.
This man will not go away.
This man will be forever, indelibly stamped 
on the heart of man.
While the eons of time pile themselves 
one on top of the other, His name shall 
continue!
Bibles have been burned by the thousands.
Men have been burned at the stake.
Modern contemporaries have called Him 
names unfit to speak.
His name has endured the attack of the 
great empires of the past.
Liberals have attempted to defame His 
name.
His own disciples have lived as if His name 
was but a passing fancy.

But I tell you, His name shall en-
dure forever!
His name will not fade;
His name will not fail;
His name will not flee;
He is the fountain filled with 
blood!
As long as there is a sinner who has 
been washed in the blood of this 
man, and has put his faith in Him 
and found Him his delight, his ref-
uge, his stay, his shield, his song, and 
his joy, there will be no fear that His 
name will not be heard in the earth.
His name shall endure forever 
(Psalm 72:17).
The Old Testament cries: Behold 
He comes!
The four Gospels cry: Behold He 
dies!
The Acts follow with: Behold He 
lives!

The Epistles join in with: Behold He saves!
The Revelation completes this with: Be-
hold He reigns!
He comes, He dies, He lives, He saves, 
He reigns!
He is the living head of an undying family.
His wisdom is our guide;
His power our defence;
His sympathy our consolation;
His approval our reward;
His salvation our highest hope.
He is the sun who enlightens us;
He is the physician who heals;
He is the wall of fire that defends us;
He is the friend who comforts us;
He is the pearl who enriches us;
The ark who saves us;
The rock who sustains us.
He is the true deliverer;
He is the Prophet, Priest, and King!
He is the lion and the lamb;
He is the servant and the Lord.
He is the true scapegoat;
The true brazen serpent;
He is the mercy seat;
He is our joy and our comfort.
His blood is my pardon;
His righteousness my justification;
His strength my support;
His promises my cheer.
His grace keeps me;
His power presents me faultless;

His bond is my love, and His burden is 
light.
When I fall He lifts me up;
When I fail He forgives me;
When I am weak He is strong;
When I’m lost He is my way.
When I’m afraid He is my courage;
When I stumble He steadies me;
When I’m broken He heals me;
When I’m broken He mends me.
When I’m blind He leads me;
When I’m hungry He feeds me;
When I’m persecuted He heals me;
When I have loss He provides for me;
When I face death He carries me.
His ways are right;
His word is eternal;
His will is unchanging;
And His mind is on me.
He is everything, everywhere, every time, 
and in every way!
Since He is the way, there is no other.
Since He is the truth, everything else is 
a lie.
Since He is the life, everything apart from 
Him is death.
He is unmoved, unchanged, undefeated, 
and never undone.
He was bruised and brought healing;
He was pierced and eased my pain;
He was a servant and brought freedom;
He was dead and brought life.
The world can’t understand Him, yet no 

one can ignore Him.
Armies cannot defeat Him;
Herod couldn’t kill Him;
Nero couldn’t crush Him;
The Pharisees couldn’t confuse Him;
Hitler couldn’t silence Him;
New Age can’t replace Him.
He is teacher of the creation and the Crea-
tor of all He teaches.
He is leader of legislators;
He is head of the heroes;
He is master of the mighty;
Captain of the conquerors.
He is the overseer of the overcomers;
Of His dominion there shall be no end!
He has the almighty claim: ALL POWER 
IS GIVEN UNTO ME IN HEAVEN 
AND EARTH!
He came down from heaven;
Born in Bethlehem;
Grew up in Nazareth;
Baptised in Jordan;
Tempted in the wilderness;
Performed miracles by the roadside;
Healed multitudes without medicine and 
without price;
He conquered everything that came up 
against Him;
Went to Mount Calvary and died there;
Then went down into the grave to make it 
a pleasant place to await the resurrection!
On the third day, He rose with the arm of 
His omnipotence.

Up from the grave He arose, with a mighty 
triumph o’er His foes!
No one or nothing can destroy Him:
If you try to destroy Him by fire, He comes 
out un-singed and unbound, without 
smell of smoke.
If you try to destroy Him by water, He 
will walk on it.
If you try to destroy Him with winds, even 
they obey Him!
If you try to destroy Him with a law, you 
will find no fault in Him!
If you put Him in the grave, He will rise 
again!
If you try to reject Him, He will come 
with a still small voice…
He is my mighty Messiah;
He is light, He is love, He is longevity;
And He is my Lord!
His name is Jesus! The Christ, the Anoint-
ed One of God!
At the Name of Jesus every knee shall bow 
and every tongue shall confess.
Look to Me, and be saved, All you ends of 
the earth! For I am God, and there is no 
other. I have sworn by Myself; The word 
has gone out of My mouth in righteous-
ness, And shall not return, That to Me 
every knee shall bow, Every tongue shall 
take an oath (Isaiah 45:22&23).

And when He had come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying,

“Who is this?”
(Matthew 21:10)
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Final Prepare the 
Way Day for 2011

There will be a Prepare the 
Way day at Mt Zion Church 
in Merrivale on November 6 
at 9 a.m. 
Peter Pollock will be preaching 
at this event, which is a time 
to pray and bring the ministry 
of Prepare the Way before the 
Lord. Join us for a free braai 
afterwards.

by Greg Hinnant

NEV ER one to leave 
God ’s work unchal-

lenged, Satan attacked the 
first Christians early and 
often. After stirring per-
secution outside, he began 
troubling the saints within 
their ranks, with secret sin 
(Acts 5:3), divisive prejudice 
(6:1), and finally, heresy.

False teaching first invaded 
the Antioch (Syria) church 
through the Judaisers – Phari-
saic Christians who insisted 
Gentiles had to become Jew-
ish proselytes to be “saved 
(Acts 15:1&2).” Why the attack 
there? Why then? Antioch’s 
church was full of spiritual ex-
cellence and thriving growth. 
Matthew Henry wrote, “If 
ever there was a heaven upon 
earth, surely it was in the 
church at Antioch at this 
time.” 

Let’s examine their excellent 
features. They began at the top.

Antioch’s leaders were spir-
itually mature (apostolic), 
culturally diverse (Acts 13:1), 
and shepherdly, as seen in 
their constant watchfulness, 
sharp discernment, and brave 
determination to refute error 
(15:1&2). Their teachers – the 
backbone of strong churches – 
were as good as they come, in-
cluding Paul and Peter, whose 
biblical insights and exhorta-
tions still feed and challenge 
us (11:25&26; 15:35; Galatians 
2:11). They were a spiritually 
disciplined praying church, 
always addressing problems 
and launching works first by 
prayer and fasting (13:3). 

Their congregation experi-
enced dynamic growth; spir-
itually, they matured steadily, 
and numerically, they added 
disciples steadily and in spurts 
(11:21b, 24b). God’s invisible, 
heavenly “hand” worked pow-
erfully through their preach-

ing and prayers (11:21a), “the 
Lord (Himself) working with 
them (Mark 16:20).” They 
heard God’s voice clearly, as 
the Holy Spirit directed their 
works (13:2, 4) with unerr-
ing guidance and, as needed, 
strong checks. And this wasn’t 
all.

They had a heart for true 
worship; their leaders regularly 
“ministered to the Lord,” prais-
ing, thanking, and worshiping 
Him in spirit and in truth, 
and urging them to do so 
(13:1&2). They were zealously 
committed to missions; not 
just occasionally but regularly 
they gave themselves to inter-
cede for, support, receive, and 
hold accountable missionaries 
(14:26&27), even releasing 
their best ministers for mis-
sions (13:3). 

Not false or quasi but true 
prophets ministered to them 
(11:27; 13:1; 15:32); their preach-
ing edified and their prophetic 
utterances were “spot-on,” con-
firmed by undeniable fulfill-
ments (11:28). Their charity was 
real and Spirit-led; as needs 
arose, they gave compassion-
ately and freely (11:28, 29&30). 

Their relationships with oth-
er churches and ministers were 
excellent; in Christ’s desire for 
unity, they lovingly received 
other churches messengers 
(11:2-23) and ministers (11:27) 

and humbly sought their coun-
sel and assistance, as needed 
(15:2). All the Antiochians 
ministered; not just their el-
ders but every congregant 
attended, waited upon, and 
served souls through evange-
lism (11:19-21), intercession, as-
sistance, sharing God’s Word, 
and most importantly, by 
demonstrating Jesus and His 
way of life daily. 

Their spiritually excellent, 
Christ-like life-witness drew 
many to Jesus ( John 12:32) 
and earned them a distinctive 
reputation as “Christians,” or 
Christ’s loyalists: “The disci-
ples were called Christians first 
in Antioch (11:26).” 

Predictably, these delightful 
qualities drew Satan’s deter-
mined opposition.

If the Antioch church had 
been compromised by world-
liness, lukewarmness, sinful-
ness, or error, the adversary 
wouldn’t have attacked them. 
When churches are spiritu-
ally substandard, he likes and 
leaves them as they are. But 
because the Antiochians main-
tained a high level of spiritual 
excellence, he targeted them.

No leaders or congregations 
in their right minds want 
to be targets! Yet we should 
desire spiritual excellence so 
much that, even if it means 
facing various periodic satanic 

attacks – from reproach to 
ostracism to harassment to 
heresy – we’ll stay the course 
God’s Word, Spirit, and call 
set for us. 

During such attacks we 
receive vital strength from 
remembering that, if we re-
act rightly, such opposition 
only makes us stronger, wiser, 
more discerning, more trans-
formed, more compassionate, 
approved, and prepared for 
Jesus’ appearing. 

Paul went so far as declaring 
that heretical and other con-
troversies “must” come: “But, 
of course, there must be divi-
sions among you so that you 
who have God’s approval will 
be recognized (1 Corinthians 
11:19, NLT).” 

And these attacks occur in 
proportion to our spiritual 
condition. The more excel-
lence we walk in, the more 
challenges we walk into – and 
spiritual growth and divine ap-
proval. Pause and ponder this.

And ponder Antioch’s spir-
itual excellence: mature, shep-
herdly leadership; excellent 
teaching; disciplined prayer; 
dy na m ic  g row t h;  G od ’s 
“hand” working; His voice 
heard clearly; true worship; 
commitment to missions; ac-
curate prophecy; real charity; 
every believer ministering; 
full co-operation with other 
churches; and a “Christian” 
reputation springing from a 
Christlike life-witness! 

That’s awesome – wonder at 
it. It’s attainable – God did it 
before. It’s available – He can 
do it again. If we ask…

Humbly ask God to make 
your church spiritually excel-
lent. And keep asking, believ-
ing, obeying, waiting, and 
thanking Him until He does 
it! Then maintain and guard 
your spiritual excellence. Re-
member, you’re a target! 

Target Churches
The Spread of the Gospel 
in Iran
Despite pressures and threats 
on one hand and the ban of 
printing and selling gospels on 
the other hand, Christianity is 
increasingly spreading among 
the youth and families in Iran. 
Mohabatnews, The Irani-
an Christian News Agency, 
says: “The rapid growth of the 
Christian faith in Iran seems 
to have caused significant 
concern and even fear in the 
hearts of the leadership of 
the Islamic regime, which has 
sparked increased suppression 
of Christians especially in the 
last year. 

“After the Supreme Leader 
Ali Khameniei’s speech re-
garding the need to oppose 
and silence the home-based 
churches, a brutal and inhu-
mane crackdown along with 

numerous arrests of Chris-
tians inside Iran has been 
witnessed.”
17-year-old Somali 
Christian Beheaded
Militants from the Islamic 
extremist group al Shabaab 
beheaded a 17-year-old Somali 
Christian near Mogadishu, a 
journalist in the Somali capital 
told Compass Direct News 
(CDN).

CDN reports the militants, 
who have vowed to rid Somalia 
of Christianity, killed Guled 
Jama Muktar on September 
25 in his home near Deynile, 
about 20 kilometres from 
Mogadishu. 

CDN said the Islamic ex-
tremist group had been moni-
toring his family since the 
Christians arrived in Somalia 
from Kenya in 2008, said the 
source in Mogadishu, who 

requested anonymity. 
Pakistani Muslims kill 
Christian in Land-Grab
Muslims in Pakistan’s Mian 
Channu area in southern Pun-
jab Province shot dead an un-
armed Christian and injured 
21 others, six of them critically, 
during an attempted land-grab 
on October 5.

According to a story by Com-
pass Direct News, residents of 
the area told the news service 
by phone that 40 to 45 heavily-
armed Muslims on between 
10 and 12 motorcycles, two 
tractor-trolleys and in a car 
reached Chak 134-16/L village 
in Khanewal district. They 
forcibly entered the home 
of Adeel Kashif, a Christian 
carpenter who was living on 
a government-owned piece of 
land. 
Extremists Kill Another 
Christian in Nigeria
Compass Direct News (CDN) 
is reporting that 
v io le nc e -we a r y 
Christians in Bor-
no state have been 
further upset to 
learn of the mur-
der of a Nigerian 
evangelist by Boko Haram less 
than three months after the 
Islamic extremist group killed 
a Maiduguri pastor.

CDN said that Mark Ojunta, 

a 36-year-old evangelist from 
southern Nigeria who was 
ministering amid the Kotoko 
people of Nigeria’s north-
eastern state with Calvary 
Ministries (CAPRO), was shot 
on August 27 in Maiduguri. 
Two young girls rescued 
from a brothel in India
Two young girls who were 
trapped in a prostitution ring 
in a red light area in Pune, 
India, were rescued by a Chris-
tian organisation, the Indian 
Rescue Mission, along with 
the social security cell of Pune 
police on October 13.

Acting on a tip by from IRM 
about the presence of two mi-
nor girls in a brothel, the local 
police, along with the activists 
of the IRM, raided the brothel 
and rescued the girls named 
Roopa (16) and Gowri (17). 



24 Prepare the Way

by R.A. Torrey

UP in the mountains of North 
Carolina lived a farmer who had 

a poor farm, with thin soil, where by 
hard work, he was barely able to make 
a living for himself, his wife and son. 

The son, however, was a remarkably 
bright boy. The father said to the mother, 
“Our son is a natural born scholar and 
if he is only a poor farmer’s son he shall 
have as good an education as a million-
aire’s son.” 

The father and mother economised and  
scraped enough together to send the boy 
off to college. The boy did well at col-
lege, and every little while sent a letter 
home telling how well he was doing in 
his classes. When these letters came the 
father and mother would read and reread 
them, and they filled their hearts with joy.

One day a letter came and after the father 
had read it, he said, “Mother, these letters 
are all right. They do cheer my old heart, 
but letters are not enough. My heart is 
lonely for the boy and I must see the boy 
himself. I cannot wait. I must see him.” 

But the mother was a canny woman and 
said, “You must wait, you cannot see him. 
He cannot afford to lose a day from his 
studies to come down here, and you can-
not lose a day from the farm to go and see 
him. You must wait.” 

The father said, “I must see him. I cannot 
stand it any longer.  I have a plan. I’ll load 
up the old farm wagon this afternoon and 
get up before sunrise tomorrow and drive 
to town and sell my load and make enough 
to pay expenses, and see my boy. I cannot 
stand it any longer, I must see him.” 

That afternoon the farmer loaded up the 
wagon, went to bed with the chickens, got 
up early in the morning before sunrise, 
hitched up the old team and started for the 
college town. It was a long tedious journey, 
but it did not seem long to the farmer for 
he was going to see his boy. 

Every hour of his dreary journey as he 
drew nearer the college town his heart 
grew lighter and happier, and at last as he 
drew near the town he said, “I am almost 
there. In a little while now I will see my 
boy. Won’t he be surprised? Won’t he be 
glad?” As he entered the town he tried to 
hurry the old team forward, but to no avail 
as the team was tired and could not go any 
faster. As he drove up the hill towards the 
college who should he see coming down 
the sidewalk but his boy with two young 
college companions. 

“There he comes! There he comes!” said 

the old man, “won’t he be surprised to see 
me? Won’t he be glad?” He whipped up 
the team, but it could not go any faster, 
they were tired out. He jumped off the 
wagon and ran up to his boy, who had not 
seen him. “My son,” he cried. 

His son was surprised, but was not glad. 
He was ashamed of his father in his plain 
old homespun clothes before his col-
lege companions. “There must be some 
mistake, sir,” he said. “I am not your son, 
you are not my father. I do not know you. 
There must be some mistake, sir.” 

He might as well have driven a dagger 
into his father’s heart. I am told that the 
father went home with a broken heart to 
die. Whether that part of the story is true 
I cannot say, but I can well believe it. If 
my son should treat me that way (thank 
God he never will) I think it would break 
my heart. 

What do you think of a son like that? 
I think he should be horsewhipped. The 
cowardly, ungrateful wretch. 

But stop before you condemn him. Some 
of us are more ungrateful than that son. 
Jesus Christ has done more for us than 
that father did for his son. 

Jesus Christ has done more for you than 
any father ever did for his son. Yet you 
are so cowardly and ungrateful that you 
won’t stand up and confess Him before 
the world, because you are afraid of what 
someone will say, and you are ashamed 
of Him. 

I have never told this story without its 
making my blood boil, although I suppose 
I have told it over one hundred times. 

Let me tell you another story. Thank 
God it is entirely different. 

Down in the mountains of Georgia 
lived a poor widow. She had a few acres 
of ground where she raised berries and 

one thing and another and made a little 
money keeping chickens and selling eggs. 
She also took in washing and did other 
humble work for a living, but God gave 
her a bright son. He too surpassed every 
one in the district school. The mother 
worked hard to get the money to send him 
to Emory College. The son worked hard 
to get himself through the college. He 
graduated with high honours and won a 
gold medal for special excellence in study. 

When it came time for him to graduate 
he went up to the mountain home for his 
mother, and said, “Mother, you must come 
down and see me graduate.” 

“No,” said his mother, “I have nothing 
fit to wear, and you would be ashamed 
of your poor old mother before all those 
grand people.” 

“Ashamed of you,” he said, with eyes 
filled with filial love, “ashamed of you, 
mother, never. I owe everything I am to 
you and you must come down. What is 
more I will not graduate unless you come.” 

Finally she yielded. He brought her to 
the town. When the graduating day came 
she went to the commencement exercises 
in her plain calico dress with her neat but 
faded shawl and simple mountain bonnet. 
He tried to take her down the middle 
aisle where the richest people of the town, 
friends of the graduating class, sat, but this 
she refused and insisted on sitting way off 
under the gallery. 

The son went up on the platform and 
delivered his graduating address. He was 
handed his diploma and received his gold 
medal. No sooner had he received the 
gold medal than he walked down from 
the platform and way to where his mother 
sat off under the gallery and pinned the 
gold medal on her faded shawl and said, 
“Mother, that belongs to you, you earned 
it.” That is a son worth having. 

Which of those two sons are you like: the 
cowardly ungrateful wretch, ashamed of 
his poor old father or the noble boy who 
was proud of his poor mother to whom he 
owed all he was in the world? I have been 
told by a president of the college where 
this happened that when the boy pinned 
that gold medal on his mother’s shawl the 
whole audience burst into such prolonged 
applause that the ceremony could not go 
on for five minutes. 

You want to applaud too. Let me tell you 
a better way to applaud, imitate him. You 
owe all you are to Jesus Christ. Come, pin 
all your honours upon Him today. Come 
out and confess Him before the world. 

Which are you like?


