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by Dr Michael Brown 

IF you believe that the modern state 
of Israel is a fulfilment of biblical 

prophecy and that the Jewish people 
have a divine right to their ancient 
homeland, your views will stand the 
test of time. But if you simply have a 
sentimental attachment to the Jewish 
people and their state, one that is based 
on a superficial idealising of the people 
of Israel, it won’t take much to shake 
your views. 

What happens when Israel’s real blem-
ishes and failings emerge? What happens 
when you are confronted with the very real 
humanity of the Jewish people?

Jewish believers in Jesus like myself have 
an in-house joke when we hear sincere 
Christians tell us with starry-eyed naiveté 
about their love for the Jews. We want to 
ask them, “Have you ever lived in Brook-
lyn or Tel Aviv?” In other words, we’ll see 
how much you love our people when you 
really get to know them. 

We Jews are flawed and blemished like 
everyone else, and just as our special gifts 
are undeniable, our shortcomings are 
undeniable as well. 

Recently headlines announced, “Tel 
Aviv hosts largest gay pride parade in all 
of Asia, Middle East,” with 180 000 in at-
tendance, including 30 000 from abroad. 

This is a staggering number when you 
consider that Israel has roughly one-for-
tieth the population of America, meaning 
that if a similar gay pride event took place 
in the USA, it would draw more than 7 
million people. Can you imagine that?

In January 2012, the Israeli newspaper 
Haaretz reported, “In a worldwide sur-
vey conducted by GayCities.com and 
American Airlines, 43 percent of voters 
cast their ballot in favour of the White 
City, followed by New York City with 
14 percent, Toronto with 7 percent, Sao 
Paulo with 6 percent, Madrid and London 
with 5 percent each and New Orleans and 
Mexico City with 4 percent each.”

Tel Aviv trounced the competition, get-
ting more votes than the next six cities 
combined, yet being a gay hotspot is just 
one small part of the worldliness of this 
major Israeli city. This does not bode well 
for sentimental Zionism.

Abortions are easily obtained in Israel, 

especially for those under 17 and over 40, 
while female Israeli soldiers can get free 
abortions during their term of service. 
These are the sad, hard facts.

An opinion piece by Lior Akerman in 
the Jerusalem Post dated February 20, 
2014, stated, “It’s no surprise organised 
crime is flourishing.” And it began with 
these words: “Over the last month, there 
have been a number of assassinations 
of hardcore criminals who according to 
reports belong to one of Israel’s organised 
crime syndicates.”

We’re talking about Israel, not Sicily or 
Russia or even America. We’re talking 
about “the Holy Land.”

When it comes to the very religious in 
Israel – called haredim, God-fearers – de-
spite their tremendous devotion to Torah 
study and prayer and ethical living, they, 
too, have battled corruption and other 
sins of the flesh, with some of their leaders 
jailed in recent years.

And let’s not forget that these traditional 
Jews, many of whom are deeply devoted 
and very sincere, are quite hostile to the 
gospel and passionately oppose any efforts 
of Gentile Christians or Messianic Jews 
to evangelise their people, some going as 
far as to burn New Testaments that were 
distributed in their midst.

There’s also the very real issue of racial 
tension between Israelis and Ethiopian 
Jews, not to mention between Israelis 
and Arabs. 

And then there’s the issue of Israeli mis-
treatment of Palestinians, something that 
certainly happens on some level because 
of the struggles that exist between these 
peoples.

Sentimental Zionists who visit the Holy 
Land and come away starry-eyed have to 
ignore or even deny these many problems, 
since any admission of Israeli/Jewish 
moral failure threatens to the burst of 
the bubble of emotional support for the 
people and the land.

But a biblically based Zionism remains 
robust, recognising that the God who 
scattered the Jewish people in his anger 2 
000 years ago has regathered them by his 
mercy (rather than by their goodness) over 
the last 100-plus years. (Remember that it 
was largely secular Jews, including many 
atheists and even Communists, whom 
God used to pioneer the modern-day 
resettlement.)

As biblical Zionists, we recognise that 
Israel stands by grace just as the Church 
stands by grace, and as those committed 
to the Jewish nation as true friends, we 
are able to offer constructive criticism and 
disagreement when needed.

Of course, I also believe that Israel is the 
only true democracy in the Middle East, 
that the Arabs living in Israel have more 
liberties than any of their compatriots in 
any other Middle Eastern (or Muslim) 
country, that Israel’s attitude toward 
the Palestinians is much better than the 
Palestinians’ attitude toward the Israelis, 
that Israel has much more of an ethical 
conscious than the vast majority of na-
tions in the world, and that there are many 
special qualities that make the people and 
nation unique.

But my solidarity with Israel is not based 
on the country’s amazing technological 
advances or the IDF’s ethical require-
ments or the devotion of religious Jews 
or the positive virtues of the society. It 
is based on God’s love for the patriarchs 
and his commitment to keep his promises 
to them, which include establishing their 
offspring, the Jewish people, in their an-
cient homeland. 

And just as the Church exists by grace, 
not works, so also Israel exists by grace, 
not works.

We do well to ground our support for 
Israel first and foremost in what the 
Scriptures teach, not being oblivious to 
the nation’s shortcomings but saying 
instead, “We’re not standing with you 
because of your perfect performance but 
because of our unconditional love for you 
and our recognition of the work of God 
on your behalf.”

Sentimental Zionism has been shaken 
and will be shaken again. Biblical Zionism 
is as solid as the Word of God on which 
it is based. 

Biblical Zionism vs sentimental Zionism
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by Peter Pollock

LEAD us not into temptation. De-
liver us from evil. No prizes for 

guessing where that comes from, and 
who said it! The Lord’s Prayer, indeed, 
and it does, I would suggest, rather 
emphatically underline for us that the 
issue of temptation is a constant abso-
lute of life and the Christian walk? 

Reading the account of Jesus’ temptation 
in Matthew 4:1-11, a passage that drips 
with divine insight, we can be left with no 
doubt at all, that whoever you are, what-
ever the gifting, ministry or relationship, 
you are going to be tempted!

The Lord Jesus was tempted. He had in 
fact just been baptised as an official launch 
of His ministry here on earth. Then off 
He goes, led by the Holy Spirit, to face up 
to the devil in one of the most profound 
encounters in scripture! 

Jesus could not have been closer to His 
Father. All the preparations, and the me-
ticulous timing, had been enacted, and 
Jesus was now ready for His mission. 

He was ready! Maybe this suggests that 
to take on the devil, you really do need 
to be baptised, prayed up and ready. Or 
else, as some notable scholars suggest, the 
deeper the relationship the more likely 
you are to be tempted? Again, that makes 
sense in that testing is a vital part of the 
growing and maturing process!

The more blessed we are, the more alert 
we need to be – because if we think we 
cannot be deceived in this world so full 
of the devil’s godless wiles, then we are 
already well on the road to this dreaded 
deception.

Even in our quiet time, when we are on 
our own in our closets, we need to beware 
because it’s not only in the hustle and 
bustle of the world that problems arise, 
but also when we allow ourselves to be 
overtaken with illusions of grandeur and 
false prophecies that have been birthed 
and nurtured by the flatteries of men. Yes, 
dare I say it, even for the so-called high-
profile Christian men and women, there is 
a desperate need to be vigilantly on guard. 

Temptation is a constant, it is an ever-
abiding human companion, as sure as sun-
rise and as vital as oxygen to self-indulgent 
man. We are never, ever out of reach of 

temptation, because even withdrawing 
into the “wilderness” is no guarantee that 
the devil will leave us alone with his nag-
ging and relentless warfare.

The Bible tells us that Jesus was “led by 
the Spirit to be tempted” underlining that 
it is a part of life, a vital part of the Chris-
tian walk. There is no conquest without 
combat, writes Matthew Henry.

Overcomers have to overcome – some-
thing that is stressed over and over again. 
But we are more than conquerors, which 
means that the battle is not about flesh 
and blood but it also is covered by the 
promise that God will not allow us to be 
tested more than we can handle! And so 
that confirms that it is this testing, and 
these temptations, that are a key element 
in growth, the attainment of maturity 
and the true spiritual impact of our tes-
timonies.

“Though He slay me,” declared Job, he 
would not succumb to trials and tribula-
tions – even though admitting that they 
were there, daily battering and bruising 
him. They did not go away! 

Still praising & 
worshipping

That great statement of faith in Habak-
kuk talks about no milk, no meat, no 
olives, no sheep, no cattle and yet still 
praising and worshipping the Lord. No 
matter the slings and arrows of outrage 
and misfortune, it’s all about keeping our 
eyes on the Lord. 

The bottom line is that Jesus was tempt-
ed so that he could defeat the tempter! 
This is a great encouragement, because it 
shows that the enemy can be defeated and 
that the devil is only “like a roaring lion.” 
He is not, in fact, the real deal! 

However, we do provide the ledges 
for him! I don’t think this is something 
we readily like to admit, but usually we 
have opened the door wide to allow in 
the opposition and the consequences of 
fellowship with evil and godlessness. We 
are called to walk the straight and narrow 
road, but we just love to meddle with the 

side-shows of life, convincing ourselves 
that these misdemeanors are nothing 
more than just that – an innocent walk 
in the park of human weakness! 

And, oh, how the devil likes to encour-
age compromise and rationalisation along 
these highly dangerous lines. 

The three temptations, if studied deeply 
and closely, cover every temptation pos-
sible for a human being – the lust of the 
eye, the lust of the flesh and the pride of 
life. That’s what faced the first Adam in 
the Garden of Eden and is once again 
presented by the devil as he takes on the 
second Adam, our Lord Jesus Christ. Sa-
tan is a liar and a pretender! He pretends 
to be a good spirit, an angel of light, a sort 
of guardian angel with holy humanitarian 
motives and divine “do-good” intentions. 

And he just wallows in a world full of 
lack and poverty, because that produces 
the fertile ground of discontent and un-
belief. Outward needs, aff lictions and 
burdens provide a lush turf for Satan to ply 
his trade, and his tools and implements are 
already well-worn, well-used and highly 
recognisable. Satan is ever undermining 
God, justly earning his title of being “fa-
ther of lies” 

It is usually very subtle but the devil is 
a master of deception and deceit. “Surely 
not,” he said when Adam and Eve suc-
cumbed in the Garden of Eden. Surely, he 
insinuated, a God of love would not be so 
cruel as to let you die if you eat the wrong 
fruit was the classic sucker-punch, as he 
feigned concern and interest. 

The devil wants absolutely nothing to do 
with humiliation or any humbling process 
that will change the course of anyone’s life, 
as it did so profoundly with the prodigal 
son when he ended up in the pigsty. Satan 
just hates repentance and conviction of 
sin! Why? Because he knows full well that 
it changes lives. 

Rather, he promotes arrogance, egoism 
and self-image, knowing that these god-
less traits are all contrary to the workings 
of the Holy Spirit. Conviction of sin, 
righteousness and judgement comes from 
on high – anything else is worldly, carnal 
and from the pit of hell.

“If you are the Son of God,” he mocked! 
Of course, he knew just who Jesus was, the 

same way as he knows on a daily basis just 
who are the true believers. But that does 
not stop him being accusatory, a finger-
pointing trait that is all too familiar. 

He just loves to sow the seeds of doubt 
and get us questioning ourselves, knowing 
full well that it undermines faith. The ac-
cuser of the brethren – that is one of his 
frontline portfolios. 

The big if
And to think that he had the audacity 

and nerve to apply the big “if ” to Jesus! If 
you are who you say you are then turn the 
stones into bread. 

Jesus was hungry, the scripture tells us. 
Some say he was even starving! Bread 
would have been a good idea. But there is 
absolutely nothing good about anything 
that comes out of the devil’s mouth. It 
was all vexatious, cunning deceit and evil. 

In any shape or form, the devil needs to 
be recognised and exposed with the most 
powerful of all counters: “It is written.” 
The tense of the verb means that it is as 
alive, pertinent and powerful as the mo-
ment Jesus first uttered that damning and 
irrevocable response. What an answer! 

Jesus did not say “it is said” or “it is 
believed” or “it is preached” or “it is 
rumoured.” but that IT IS WRITTEN! 
Yes, indeed, written indelibly as the most 
important principle of life here on earth. 
God says so, and it is so! 

God is immutable. No arguments. “Fin-
ish and klaar” – as they would say in classic 
Afrikaans idiom.

He was quoting out of Deuteronomy, 
which interestingly enough, means “the 
second law” and Jesus then assured us that 
despite any modern teachings, not one 
word is going to disappear from the law. 

Jesus Christ honoured scripture. Al-
ways! Yes, even when He was hungry. At 
the same time, neatly and succinctly, our 
Lord knocks on the head suggestions that 
hunger is a valid excuse for refusing to 
acknowledge God. “You can’t preach the 
gospel to empty stomachs,” say the pro-
tagonists of the social/liberation gospel. 

But, while understanding and sympa-
thising with the great problem of poverty 
and starvation, an empty stomach should 
not be a reason for pointing fingers at, 
cursing or refusing God, but it should 
rather be a strong motivation to seeking 
and finding Him.

The second temptation’s venue was 
significantly the high temple in the holy 
city. Again, the big “if,” and the challenge 

to show yourself and prove yourself. Oh, 
how this challenge continues these days as 
we refuse to resist the temptation of the 
“high temple” in the “holy city.” And so 
we “show off” so that we can be “admired” 
and “received” and “hero-worshipped” 
and so that the so-called “kingdom” can 
be “blessed” and the “world changed” as 
the “mighty men” of God stride the world! 

It really is important for us to see this 
challenge in this context. Challenging 
the individual to get out there and do it 
with his soul power, personality power 
and people power is blatant humanism. 
Cults and sects come from this formula. 
The devil, of course, cannot make you do 
it, but he is a master in appealing to the 
deepest human desires in terms of wanting 
to be recognised and idolised.

“Cast yourself down,” says Satan. Yes, it 
is a matter of soul power, understanding 
that the gifts and ministries do work; that 
godly principles do work and that you can 
actually build a church without God. The 
devil’s attempted abuse and manipulation 
of scripture is a veritable plague. 

No loose change
I recall once hearing a well-know pros-

perity preacher give us a horrendous 
slant on the incident at the city gate with 
the beggar and disciples Peter and John! 
“Silver and gold have I none, but what I 
have I give to you. In the name of Jesus 
rise and walk.” 

A powerful moment, a great witness in 
the early church – but the preacher then 
told us that from what they said, we must 
never assume that the two disciples 
were not rich. They were 
wealthy, he said, but 
they just didn’t have 
any loose change 
on them at the 
time. Laugha-
ble! But he was 
earnestly seri-
ous, earnestly 
deceived and 
e a r n e s t l y 
dangerous!

The right 
verse in the 
wrong spirit. 
So many verses 
are ta ken out 
of context these 
days, all professing 
new revelation. Finally 
the temptation ends up on 

the highest mountain, because obviously 
the pinnacle of the temple is not enough. 
“I will give you the world,” offers the devil!

If he was not able to offer this, surely 
Jesus would have laughed at him. But the 
“world” and its manifold “blessings” are 
part of what “lies under the sway” of the 
evil one. 

The “world” is a powerful ministry! The 
glory of the world and the pride of life is 
hard to resist. “All these things I will give 
to you if you will fall down and worship 
me,” boasted the devil. That offer is out 
there on a daily basis and it comes in all 
sorts of subtle shapes and forms. It even 
comes neatly wrapped with rationalised 
glitter called compromise. 

Beware anything that comes from Sa-
tan’s hand. Because we have chosen not to 
worship God and recognise Him from the 
things around us, God has handed us over. 
Judgement is all around us but few are 
prepared to accept it as prophetic truth. 
Nobody wants to listen to the harbinger! 

Finally, Jesus gave the devil this answer: 
“Away with you Satan! For it is written: 
You shall worship the Lord your God and 
Him only shall you serve.”

Back to the simple basics as we face up to 
the daily temptation that is all part of the 
constant battle between the spirit and the 
flesh. But we are more than conquerors – 
BUT ONLY IN HIM! 

Temptation



by Helen Gardiner
“In that day the Lord with His severe sword, great 
and strong, will punish Leviathan the f leeing 
serpent, Leviathan that twisted serpent, and He 
will slay the reptile that is in the sea.
“In that day sing to her, ‘A vineyard of red wine!
“‘I the Lord, keep it, I water it every moment, lest 
any hurt it, I keep it night and day.
“‘Fury is not in Me. Who would set briers and 
thorns against Me in battle?
“‘I would go through them, I would burn them 
together.

“‘Or let him take hold of My strength, That he 
may make peace with Me;
And he shall make peace with Me.’
“Those who come He shall cause to take root in 
Jacob; Israel shall blossom and bud, And fill the 
face of the world with fruit (Isaiah 27:1-6).”

THIS passage is one which the Lord 
has focused me on, as, I believe, 

it is a timely prophetic word for the 
Church. Yes, I know these Scriptures 
have a direct application to the Jewish 
nation and Israel, but I have come to 

understand that Gentile disciples of 
Jesus Christ are also a part of God’s 
vineyard (John 15:1-8) and together 
with the Jews (grafted in as wild olive 
branches, see Romans 11), they form the 
Israel of God. The word above is, as I 
said, a timely reflection of what God is 
doing in the Israel of God (the Church) 
and where she is headed.

Let us unpack and discuss this passage:
The first verse deals with God’s destruc-

tion of Leviathan, “the fleeing serpent.” 
The good news is that God is destroying 
the evil one’s hold upon His people, and 
Leviathan is fleeing. Leviathan symbolises 
satan and/or demonic forces. 

Those people who know all about 
demonology can tell us more about Le-
viathan, but for most “regular” disciples, 
Paul’s words in Romans 16:19 are wise 
and sound words to embrace: “… but I 
want you to be wise in what is good, and 
simple concerning evil.” It is the truth of 
the wisdom that exhorts us really to get to 
know the true God, then we will be able 
to discern the counterfeit; rather than 
being obsessed with the counterfeit. So 
let us understand simply that Leviathan 
symbolises the evil one and/or his cohorts.

Losing their focus on Jesus
Over the years, through my own experi-

ence and battles, the Lord has taught me 
much about the enemy, but most of what 
He has shown is not to be shared with 
just anyone or everyone in the Church. 
Immature disciples can so easily become 
obsessed with the devil and lose their 
focus on Jesus Christ; they can become 
fearful of those things they do not fully 
comprehend, and take on spiritual battles 
they are not equipped to handle.

I am sad to say that the enemy (Levia-
than) has been having a field time within 
the Church. We have put out the red 
carpet for him… by believing he doesn’t 
exist, by thinking you don’t find him in 
the Church, by us preaching and teaching 
a compromised Gospel so that the people 
sitting in Church never get delivered of 
bondage to sin and demonic strongholds… 
and then, charismatics especially have 
further fuelled the enemy’s plans by being 

overly obsessed with the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit and the indiscriminate laying on 
of hands.

Of significance concerning Leviathan is 
that he is referred to, in the passage above, 
as a “twisted” serpent. Yes, that refers to 
his physical form, but also to the truth 
that he is the one who twists or perverts. 
He twists the written Word of God, as 
well as the words and actions of God’s 
anointed ones.

Arising and doing something
But, praise God, He is arising and doing 

something. He will thoroughly purge 
Leviathan’s hold upon His true Church. 
That Church is scattered and distributed 
within the midst of every gathering in the 
name of Jesus Christ (see Jesus’ parable 
about the dragnet in Matthew 13:47-50).

Then, moving on to the rest of the pas-
sage… the dear and Good Shepherd or 
the True Vine is revealed. (I believe, in-
cidentally, God’s wine will always be red, 
because of the blood of Jesus.) 

Verses 2, 3 and 4 of this passage reveal 
the Lord’s nurturing, of those who are 
His, those who are part of His vineyard: 
“’I, the Lord, keep it, I water it every mo-
ment, lest any hurt it. I keep it night and 
day. Fury is not in Me. Who would set 
briers and thorns against Me in battle? 
I would go through them, I would burn 
them together.’” 

These are the branches who fully abide 
in Him and His love, and keep His com-
mandments (John 15); the sheep who 
know Him and His voice, and follow the 
Lamb wherever He goes. And who “will 
by no means follow a stranger, but will flee 
from him (John 10:5).” 

Such “little ones” or disciples truly are 
in His hand, and no-one will snatch them 
out of His hand (John 10:28). These are 
those who can rest in all the promises of 
Psalm 91 because they have set their love 
on Him (Psalm 91:14). God’s beloved 
Bride of Christ cannot be overcome by 
the enemy. And the enemy is being totally 
banished, and harm “shall not come near 
you (Psalm 91:7).”
“I will lift up my eyes to the hills, from whence 
comes my help?
“My help comes from the Lord, Who made heaven 
and earth.
“He will not allow your foot to be moved; He who 
keeps you will not slumber.
“Behold, He who keeps Israel shall neither slum-
ber nor sleep.
“The Lord is your keeper; The Lord is your shade 

at your right hand.
“The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon 
by night.
“The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; He 
shall preserve your soul.
The Lord shall preserve your going out and your 
coming in from this time forth, and even forever-
more (Psalm 121).”

Getting back to Isaiah 27, verse 5 exhorts 
us to take hold of the Lord’s strength, and 
we know our strength comes through 
abiding in the vine. Thankfully, we are 
called just to be the subsidiary branches, 
and not the roots and the main trunk. 

The Father’s work as vinedresser ensures 
the whole vine is watered and that there 
is pruning to make us stronger and more 
fruitful. Through Jesus Christ we are 
reconciled to God the Father, and are no 
longer His enemies, but are at peace with 
and subdued unto Him.

The desire for God’s best
Verse 6 speaks about the need to take 

root in Jacob. While we know that as New 
Testament believers we are called to take 
root in Jesus Christ, we need nevertheless 
to have the character of perseverance and 
the desire for God’s best – such as Jacob 
had. 

God tells us in Malachi 1:2&3, “Jacob I 
have loved; but Esau I have hated.” Esau, 
for me, typifies apathy and lukewarmness. 
Revelation 3:16 tells us of Jesus’ extremely 
severe dealings with the unrepentant 
lukewarm.

So we need the zeal of Jacob. Most 
of us, too, like Jacob, have to have our 
unredeemed human nature thoroughly 
transformed by God’s breaking processes 
before we can truly bear a new name and 
become the Israel of God that can “blos-
som and bud, and fill the face of the world 
with fruit.”
“You did not choose Me, but I chose you and ap-
pointed you that you should go and bear fruit, 
and that your fruit should remain, that whatever 
you ask the Father in My name He may give you 
(John 15:16).”
“If you abide in Me, and My words abide in 
you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be 
done for you. By this My Father is glorified, that 
you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples 
(John 15:7&8).”

It is time for the Bride of Christ to bear 
Her fruit and to be poured out as new 
wine. The new wine is only in Jesus, and 
in His commandments and His words and 
teachings. The best wine has been kept for 
the last times – well-refined red wines. 

These wines are to be made with the water 
of the Word and the Holy Spirit, and the 
mature grapes of our lives, crushed (in our 
brokenness) and ground (by our yielded-
ness)… poured out, as a love offering to 
the coming King. All of this before the 
coming grapes of wrath.

Meanwhile…
It’s Spring in the Kingdom
The Season of new birth
A time for the Israel of God
To bud and blossom
And then to go forth
And fill the face of the world with fruit
Good fruit, God fruit, much fruit
That which endures forever
For the glory of the Father
And the Kingdom of His Christ

Spring up, oh wells, from the deep
Rain down, latter rain from the Spirit
All creation waits…
With groans of expectation
For the revealing of the sons of God
In this generation

Even so, come forth Lord Jesus
Come forth quickly
That the world may know
You are God
The Way, the Truth and the Life
Worthy…
To be worshipped and adored

We purify ourselves
So You may find in us
A resting place forever
Our Saviour and our Lord

The Spirit says, “Come”
And we say, “Come”
Now is the time
For You to be made known
In all Your fullness
In and through
Your Bride.

“Sing, O Heavens, for the Lord has done it! Shout 
you lower parts of the earth; Break forth into sing-
ing you mountains, O forest, and every tree in it! 
For the Lord has redeemed Jacob, and glorified 
Himself in Israel (Isaiah 44:23).”
“And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ‘All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 
earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptising them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and Of the Holy Spirit, Teaching 
them to observe all things that I have commanded 
you, and lo, I am with you always, even to the end 
of the age (Matthew 28:18-20).’” 

Blossoming & budding
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by A.W. Tozer

FAITHFUL are the wounds of a 
friend,” says the Holy Spirit in 

Proverbs 27:6. And lest we imagine that 
the preacher is the one who does the 
wounding, I want to quote Job 5:17&18: 
“Behold, happy is the man whom God 
corrects; Therefore do not despise the 
chastening of the Almighty. For He 
bruises, but He binds up; He wounds, 
but His hands make whole.”

You see, the one who does the wound-
ing here is not the servant, but the Master 
Himself. So with that in our minds I want 
to talk to you about three faithful wounds 
of a friend.

Let me introduce a little lady who has 
been dead for about 600 years. She once 
lived and loved and prayed and sang in 
the city of Norwich, England. This little 
woman hadn’t much light and she hadn’t 
any way to get much light, but the beauti-
ful thing about her was that, with what 
little biblical light she had, she walked 
with God so wonderfully close that she 
became as fragrant as a flower. And long 
before Reformation times she was, in 
spirit, an evangelical. She lived and died 
and has now been with her Lord nearly 
600 years, but she has left behind her a 
fragrance of Christ.

England was a better place because this 
little lady lived. She wrote only one book, 
a very tiny book that you could slip into 
your side pocket or your purse, but it’s so 
flavourful, so divine, so heavenly that it 
has made a distinct contribution to the 
great spiritual literature of the world. The 
lady to whom I refer is the one called the 
Lady Julian.

Before she blossomed out into this radi-
ant, glorious life which made her famous 
as a great Christian all over her part of 
the world, she prayed a prayer and God 
answered. It is this prayer with which I 
am concerned tonight. The essence of her 
prayer was this:

“O God, please give me three wounds; 
the wound of contrition and the wound 
of compassion and the wound of longing 
after God.” 

Then she added this little postscript 
which I think is one of the most beauti-
ful things I have ever read: “This I ask 
without condition.” She wasn’t dickering 
with God. She wanted three things and 
they were all for God’s glory: “I ask this 
without condition, Father; do what I ask 

and then send me the bill. Anything that 
it costs will be all right with me.”

All great Christians have been wounded 
souls. 

It is strange what a wound will do to a 
man. Here’s a soldier who goes out to the 
battlefield. He is full of jokes and strength 
and self-assurance; then one day a piece of 
shrapnel tears through him and he falls, a 
whimpering, beaten, defeated man. Sud-
denly his whole world collapses around 
him and this man, instead of being the 
great, strong, broad-chested fellow that 
he thought he was, suddenly becomes a 
whimpering boy again. And such, I am 
told, cry for their mothers when they 
lie bleeding and suffering on the field of 
battle. 

Taking the self-
assurance out of us
There is nothing like a wound to take 

the self-assurance out of us, to reduce us 
to childhood again and make us small and 
helpless in our own sight.

Many of the Old Testament characters 
were wounded men, stricken of God and 
afflicted indeed as their Lord was after 
them. Take Jacob, for instance. Twice God 
afflicted him; twice he met God and each 
time it came as a wound, and one time it 
came actually as a physical wound and he 
limped on his thigh for the rest of his life. 

And the man Elijah – was he not more 
than a theologian? He was a man who had 
been stricken; he had been struck with the 
sword of God and was no longer simply 
one of Adam’s race standing up in his own 
self-assurance; he was a man who’d had 
an encounter with God, who had been 
confronted by God and had been defeated 
and broken down before Him. 

And when Isaiah saw the Lord high and 
lifted up, you know what it did to him. Or 
take the man Ezekiel, how he went down 
before his God and became a little child 
again. And there were many others.

Now the wounded man is a defeated 
man, I say; the strong, robust and self-
confident Adam-man ceases to fight back 
any longer; he lays down his sword and 
surrenders and the wound finishes him. 

Let’s talk about these three wounds in 
their order.

The first is the wound of contrition. Now 
I’ve heard for years that repentance is a 
change of mind. But that’s just what’s the 

matter with us. We have reduced repent-
ance to a change of mind. It is a mental act, 
indeed, but I point out that repentance 
is not likely to do us much good until it 
ceases to be a change of mind only and 
becomes a wound within our spirit. 

No man has truly repented until his sin 
has wounded him near to death, until the 
wound has broken him and defeated him 
and taken all the fight and self-assurance 
out of him and he sees himself as the one 
who nailed his Saviour on the tree.

I don’t know about you, but the only 
way I can keep right with God is to keep 
contrite, to keep a sense of contrition upon 
my spirit. Now there’s a lot of cheap and 
easy getting rid of sin and getting your 
repentance disposed of. But the great 
Christians, in and out of the Bible, have 
been those who were wounded with a 
sense of contrition so that they never quite 
got over the thought and the feeling that 
they personally had crucified Jesus. 

The great Bishop Ussher each week used 
to go down by the riverbank and there 
all Saturday afternoon kneel by a log and 
bewail his sins before his God. Perhaps 
that was the secret of his greatness.

Let us beware of vain and overhasty re-
pentance, and particularly let us beware of 
no repentance at all. We are a sinful race, 
a sinful people, and until the knowledge 
has hit hard, until it has wounded us, 
until it has got through and past the little 
department of our theology, it has done 
us no good. 

A man can believe in total depravity 
and never have any sense of it for himself 
at all. Lots of us believe in total depravity 
who have never been wounded with the 
knowledge that we’ve sinned. 

Repentance is a wound I pray we may 
all feel.

And then there’s the wound of compas-
sion. Now compassion is an emotional 
identification, and Christ had that in full 
perfection. The man who has this wound 
of compassion is a man who suffers along 
with other people. Jesus Christ our Lord 
can never suffer to save us anymore. This 
He did, once for all, when He gave Him-
self without spot through the Holy Spirit 
to the Father on Calvary’s cross. He does 
not call His people to redemptive suffer-
ing. That’s impossible; it could not be. 
Redemption is a finished work.

But He does call His people to feel along 
with Him and to feel along with those 

who rejoice and those who suffer. He calls 
His people to be to Him the kind of an 
earthly body in which He can weep again 
and suffer again and love again. For our 
Lord has two bodies. One is the body He 
took to the tree on Calvary; that was the 
body in which He suffered to redeem us. 
But He has a body on earth now, com-
posed of those who have been baptised 
into it by the Holy Spirit at conversion. 
In that body He would now suffer to win 
men. Paul said that he was glad that he 
could suffer for the Colossians and fill up 
the measure of the afflictions of Christ in 
his body for the Church’s sake.

The wounded man is never a seeker after 
happiness. There is an ignoble pursuit of 
irresponsible happiness among us. As I 
have observed the human scene and have 
watched God’s professed people live and 
die, I have seen that most of us would 
rather be happy than to feel the wounds 
of other people’s sorrows. 

I do not believe that it is the will of God 
that we should seek to be happy, but rather 
that we should seek to be holy and useful. 

The holy man will be the useful man 
and he’s likely to be a happy man, too. 
But if he seeks happiness and forgets holi-
ness and usefulness, he’s a carnal man. I, 
for one, want no part in carnal religious 
joy. There are times when it’s sinful to be 
happy. When Jesus our Lord was sweating 
it out there in the garden or hanging on 
the tree, He could not be happy. He was 
the “man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief (Isaiah 53:3).”

Not happy
And the great saints of the past, who 

conquered and captured parts of the world 
for Jesus, when they were in travail were 
not happy. The woman, said Jesus, who is 
giving birth is not happy at the time of her 
travail, but as soon as the child is delivered 
she becomes happy because a man is born 
into the world. You and I are, in a sense, 
to be those through whom the Lord can 
suffer and grieve and love and pity again, 
to bring children to birth.

Thirdly, there’s the wound of longing 
after God. This little woman wanted to 
long after God with a longing that became 
a pain in her heart. She wanted to be love-
sick. She prayed in effect, “O God, that I 
might want You so badly that it becomes 
a wound in my heart that I can’t get over.” 

Today, accepting Christ becomes termi-
nal. That is the end. And all evangelism 
leads toward one thing – getting increased 
numbers of people to accept Christ, and 

there we put a full-stop. 
So many of us say, “All right, I’ll attend 

another Bible conference,” or “I’ll take 
a course,” or “I’ll buy a book.” What we 
need is not more instruction – we’ve been 
instructed to death. We’ve got notebooks 
at home stacked high that go back 25 years. 
They tell us of some new sidelight on some 
text or some new illustration somebody 
gave to point up a doctrine. 

What weak 
creatures

But, oh, what weak creatures we are! 
What joyless people we are!

Note the paradoxes: to be happily 
forgiven and yet to be wounded and to 
remember the grief; to enjoy the peace of 
the finished work of Christ and yet suf-
fer to win others; to find God and yet be 
always pursuing Him. 

When Moses saw the glory of God he 
begged that he might see more. When 
God revealed to him that he had found 
grace, he wanted more grace. Remember 
this: The man that has the most of God is 
the man who is seeking the most ardently 
for more of God.

There was a man who talked about “a 
restless thirst, a sacred, infinite desire,” 
and that is what I want for my own heart. 
Among the plastic saints of our times Jesus 
has to do all the dying and all we want is 
to hear another sermon about His dying; 
Jesus does all the sorrowing and we want 
to be happy. 

But if we were what we ought to be, we 
would seek to know in experience the 
meaning of the words, “Unless a grain of 
wheat falls into the ground and dies, it 
remains alone; but if it dies, it produces 

much grain (John 12:24).”
I have been greatly and deeply concerned 

that you and I do something more than 
listen, that we dare to go to God like the 
Lady Julian and dare to ask Him to give 
us a faithful, fatherly wound – maybe 
three of them – to wound us with a sense 
of our own sinful unworthiness that we’ll 
never quite get over; to wound us with the 
sufferings of the world and the sorrows of 
the Church; and then to wound us with 
the longing after God, a thirst, a sacred 
thirst and longing that will carry us on 
toward perfection.

Almost every day of my life I am praying 
that “a jubilant pining and longing for 
God” might come back on the evangelical 
churches. We don’t need to have our doc-
trine straightened out; we’re as orthodox 
as the Pharisees of old. But this longing 
for God that brings spiritual torrents and 
whirlwinds of seeking and self-denial – 
this is almost gone from our midst.

I believe that God wants us to long for 
Him with the longing that will become 
lovesickness, that will become a wound 
to our spirits, to keep us always moving 
toward Him, always finding and always 
seeking, always having and always desir-
ing. So the earth becomes less and less 
valuable and heaven gets closer as we move 
into God and up into Christ.

Dare we bow our hearts now and say, 
“Father, I’ve been an irresponsible, child-
ish kind of Christian – more concerned 
with being happy than with being holy. O 
God, give me three wounds. Wound me 
with a sense of my own sinfulness. Wound 
me with compassion for the world, and 
wound me with love of You that will keep 
me always pursuing and always exploring 
and always seeking and always finding.”

If you dare to pray that prayer sincerely 
and mean it before God, it could mean a 
turning point in your life. It could mean 
a door of victory opened to you. 
May God grant that it be so.
     

Three Faithful Wounds
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by Arthur W. Pink
“For the grace of God that brings salvation has 
appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 
looking for the blessed hope and glorious appear-
ing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ 
(Titus 2:11-13).”

THE opening “For” looks back 
to verse 10. In the immediate 

context the apostle had exhorted serv-
ants to walk amiably and faithfully, so 
that they “adorn the doctrine of God 
our Saviour in all things.” It is deeply 
important that we should be sound in 
doctrine, for error acts upon the soul 
the same as poison does upon the body. 

Yes, it is very necessary that we be sound 
in the faith, for it is dishonouring to God 
and injurious to ourselves to believe the 
devil’s lies, for that is what false doctrine 
is. Then let us not despise doctrinal 
preaching, for “all Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine (2 Timothy 3:16).”

But there is something else which is 
equally important as being sound in 
doctrine, namely, that we adorn it by our 
conduct. The sounder I am in doctrine, 
the more loudly I advertise my orthodox 
views, the more do I bring that doctrine 
into reproach if my life is worldly, and my 
walk carnal. How earnestly we need to 
pray for divine enablement that we may 
“adorn the doctrine... in all things” – in 
every sphere we occupy, every relation we 
sustain, every circle which God’s provi-
dence brings us into.

The apostle now enforces what he said in 
Titus 2:10 by reminding us that “the grace 
of God that brings salvation has appeared 
to all men.” This is in blessed contrast from 
the Law, which brings nothing but “con-
demnation.” But the grace of God brings 
salvation, and that in a twofold way – by 
what Christ has done for His people, and 
by what He works in them. 

“He shall save His people from their 
sins (Matthew 1:21)” – saved from the 
guilt and penalty of sin, and from the love 
or power of sin. This grace of God “has 
appeared” – it has broken forth like the 

light of the morning after a dark night. 
It has “appeared” both objectively and 
subjectively – in the Gospel and in our 
hearts, “when it pleased God… to reveal 
His Son in me (Galatians 1:15&16);” “God, 
who commanded the light to shine out 
of darkness, has shined in our hearts (2 
Corinthians 4:6).”

The grace of God – His lovingkindness, 
His goodwill, His free favour – has ap-
peared “to all men.” 

But how may I know that the grace of 
God which brings salvation has appeared 
to me? A vitally important point is that 
none who really value the eternal interest 
of their souls will treat grace lightly or take 
it for granted. There are many who profess 
to be “saved” but they give no evidence of 
it in their lives. Now here is the inspired 
answer.

“Teaching us that, denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts.” Divine grace teaches 
its favoured recipients subjectively as 
well as objectively, effectually as well as 
theoretically.

Grace in the heart prevents us from abus-
ing grace in the head – it delivers us from 
making grace the lackey of sin. Where the 
grace of God brings salvation to the soul, 
it works effectually. 

And what is it that grace teaches? Prac-
tical holiness. Grace does not eradicate 
ungodliness and worldly lusts – but it 
causes us to deny them. And what but 
“divine grace” can? Philosophy cannot, 
nor ethics, nor any form of human educa-
tion or culture.

But grace does, by the impulsive power 
of gratitude, by love’s desire to please the 
Saviour, by instilling a determination to 
“walk worthy of the calling wherewith you 
are called (Ephesians 4:1).”

Alas, many who are glad to hear of the 
grace which brings salvation become 
restless when the preacher presses the 
truth that God’s grace teaches us to deny 
ourselves Matthew 16:24).

Grace teaches NEGATIVELY – it 
teaches us to renounce evil. Dagon must 
first be cast down before the Ark of God 
can be set up. The leaven must be excluded 

from our houses before the Lamb can be 
fed upon. The old man has to be put off if 
the new man is to be put on. Grace teaches 
a Christian to mortify his members which 
are upon the earth, to deny ungodliness 
and worldly lusts. 

Grace teaches the believer to resist these 
evils by preventing the flesh from ruling 
over him, and that, by refusing to allow 
sin to dominate his heart.

“Ungodliness” is failing to give God 
His due place in our hearts and lives. It is 
disregarding His precepts and commands. 
It is having preference for the creature, 
loving pleasure more than holiness; being 
unconcerned whether my conduct pleases 
or displeases the Lord. 

We are guilty of “ungodliness” when we 
are prayerless. We are guilty of “ungodli-
ness” when we look to and lean upon the 
creature; or when we fail to see God’s 
hand in providence ascribing our bless-
ings to “luck” or “chance.” We are guilty 
of “ungodliness” when we grumble at the 
weather.

“And worldly lusts” – these are those 
affections and appetites which dominate 
and regulate the man of the world. It is the 
heart craving worldly objects, pleasures, 
honours, riches. It is an undue absorp-
tion with those things which serve only a 
temporary purpose and use. 

“Worldly lusts” cause the things of 
heaven to be crowded out by the inter-
ests and concerns of earth. This may be 
done by things which are quite lawful in 
themselves but through an immoderate 
use they gain possession of the heart. 
“Worldly lusts” are “the lust of the flesh, 
and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
life (1 John 2:16).”

Now divine grace is teaching the Chris-
tian to deny ungodliness and worldly 
lusts. It does this by putting upon him 
“the fear of the Lord,” so that he departs 
from evil. It does this by occupying the 
heart with a superior Object (when Christ 
was revealed to the heart of the Samaritan 
woman she “left her waterpot” – John 
4:28). It does this by supplying power-
ful motives and incentives to personal 
holiness. It does this by the indwelling 
Spirit resisting the flesh (Galatians 5:17). 
It does this by causing us to subordinate 
the interests of the body unto the higher 
interests of the soul.

Grace teaches POSITIVELY. It is not 
sufficient that we deny ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we must also “live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present 
world.”

“Soberly” comes first because we can-
not live righteously or godly without it. 

He who takes to himself more than is 
due or fit will not give men or God their 
portion. The Christian is to be sober in all 
things. Sobriety is the moderation of our 
affections in the pursuit and use of earthly 
things. We are to be temperate in eating, 
sleeping, recreation, dress.

We need to be sober-minded, and not 
extremists. Only divine grace can effec-
tually teach sobriety, and if I am growing 
in grace, then I am becoming more sober. 
Grace does not remove natural inclina-
tions and affections, but it governs them. 
It bridles their excess.

The first thing, then, that grace teaches 
us positively is self-control. “He who is 
slow to anger is better than the mighty; 
and he who rules his spirit than he who 
takes a city (Proverbs 16:32).”

“Righteously” – This concerns our deal-
ings with our fellow men. It is giving to 
each his due, dealing honourably with all; 
injuring none, seeking the good of all. To 
live “righteously” is doing unto others as 
we would have them do unto us; it is be-
ing truthful, courteous, considerate, kind, 
helpful. “Do good to all men, especially to 
those who are of the household of faith 
(Galatians 6:10)” must be our constant 
aim. This is the second half of the Law’s 
requirement that we should “love our 
neighbour as ourselves.” Only divine grace 
can effectually “teach” us this. Nothing 
but divine grace can counteract our innate 
selfishness.

“Godly” – This is the attitude of our 
hearts towards God, ever seeking His 
glory. Godliness is made up of three ingre-
dients, or more accurately, it issues from 
three springs – faith, fear, love.

Faith, fear & love
Only by faith can we really apprehend 

God, “Take heed, brethren, lest there be 
in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in 
departing from the living God (Hebrews 
3:12).”

There are two kinds of fear – a servile 
fear and a filial fear – a dread of God and 
an awe of God. The first kind was seen in 
Adam when he was afraid of the Lord and 
hid himself. The second kind was exempli-
fied by Joseph when tempted by the wife 
of Potipher – reverential fear restrained 
him. Only divine grace can “teach” us this.

While love constrains unto obedience, 
“If you love Me, keep My commandments 
(John 14:15),” it is only love’s obedience 
which is acceptable to God – the heart 
melted by His goodness, now desiring to 
please Him.

“Looking for that blessed Hope, and the 

glorious appearing of the great God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.” Now this must 
not be divorced from its context, for there 
we are shown the necessary prerequisite, 
Grace preparing for Glory.

Past, present future
The passage as a whole is made up of 

three parts:
1. In the past, the grace of God brought 
salvation to the believer;
2. In the present, divine grace is teaching 
him, both negatively and positively, how 
to live acceptably unto God;
3. In the future, the work of divine grace 
will be perfected in the believer at the 
return of Christ.

Verse 13, then, is the necessary sequel to 
what has been before us in verses 11 and 
12. My head may be filled with prophecy, 
I may think and say that I am “looking 
for that blessed Hope,” but, unless divine 
grace is teaching me to deny “ungodliness 
and worldly lusts” and to “live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present 
world,” then I am deceiving myself. 

Make no mistake upon that point. To 
be truly “looking for that blessed Hope” 
is a spiritual attitude. It is the longing of 
those whose hearts are right with God. 
Thus, our text may be summed up in three 
words – grace, godliness, glory.

Now our “Hope” is something more 
than a future event concerning the details 
of which there may be room for consider-
able difference of opinion. Our Hope is 
something more than the next item on 
God’s prophetic programme. It is some-
thing more than a place in which we are 
going to spend eternity. 

The Christian’s hope is a Person. Have 
you noticed how prominently and em-
phatically that fact is presented in the 
Scriptures? “I will come again, and receive 
you to Myself (John 14:3);” “This same 
Jesus, which is taken up from you into 
heaven, shall so come in like manner (Acts 
1:11);” “We look for the Saviour (Philip-
pians 3:20);” “The coming of the Lord 
draws nigh (James 5:8)” – not the great 
Tribulation draws near, not the Millen-
nium draws near, nor even the Rapture 
draws near – but the coming of the Lord. 

It is with His own blessed Person that 
our poor hearts need to be occupied.

Here is a poor wife whose husband has 
been away for many months in distant 
lands, whose duty required him to go 
there. News arrives that he is coming 
back home and the devoted wife is filled 
with joy at the prospect of the return of 
her husband. 

Is she puzzling her brains as to what 

will be his programme of action after he 
arrives? No, the all-absorbing thing for her 
is himself – her beloved is soon to appear 
before her.

Now do not misunderstand me. I am not 
saying that the plan of prophecy holds lit-
tle interest, or that it matters nothing to us 
what course Christ will follow. What I am 
seeking to emphasise is that the primary 
and grand point of the whole subject is 
having our prepared hearts fixed upon 
Christ Himself. 

God would have us occupied not so 
much with prophetic details, as with the 
blessed Person of His dear Son.

That “blessed Hope,” then, which the 
Christian is “looking for” is not an event, 
but a Person – Christ Himself. “And this 
is His name whereby He shall be called, 
the Lord our righteousness (Jeremiah 
23:6).” “For He is our peace (Ephesians 
2:14)” – the Lord is our peace. “When 
Christ, who is our life, shall appear (Co-
lossians 3:4)” – the Lord is our life. “By 
the commandment of God our Saviour, 
and Lord Jesus Christ, who is our hope 
(1 Timothy 1:1)” – the Lord is our hope.

To me “that blessed Hope” is summed 
up in three things:

First, that Christ is coming to receive 
me to Himself.

Second, that Christ will then make me 
like Himself – for nothing less than that 
will satisfy Him or the renewed heart.

Third, that Christ is going to have me 
forever with Himself – an eternity of bliss 
spent in His own immediate presence. 
Then will be answered His prayer, “Father, 
I will that they also, whom You have given 
Me, be with Me where I am; that they may 
behold My glory (John 17:24).”

Now “looking for that blessed Hope,” 
for Christ Himself, is an attitude of heart.

The Christian “looks” with the eyes of 
faith, and faith always rests alone upon 
God and His Word. Scripture says, “The 
coming of the Lord draws near (James 5:8), 
and faith believes it.

The Christian “looks” with the eyes of 
hope, joyously anticipating perfect fellow-
ship with its Beloved.

The Christian “looks” with the eyes of 
love, for nothing but His personal pres-
ence can satisfy him.

It is an attitude of anticipation. Christ 
has given His sure promise that He is com-
ing, but the exact time is withheld that we 
may be in constant readiness.

It is an attitude of expectation, for we do 
not “look for” something we know will 
never happen. It is an attitude of supplica-
tion, the heart’s response – “Even so, come, 
Lord Jesus!”

Grace Preparing For Glory
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by Wilfred Hahn

I BELIEVE in Creationism. Why? 
Because upon analysis, it proves 

to be the most logical and reasonable 
position.

Apparently, that strikes many people as 
threatening and strange. They don’t un-
derstand how that can be. A global analyst 
and investment strategist believes in such 
malarkey? Can a blinkered person such as 
that make logical decisions and function 
in the fast-paced world of money?

You may be surprised at my answer.
I am a man of little faith. I simply do not 

have enough faith to believe any of the 
alternate arguments on such matters as the 
origin of life and the universe. I thrive on 
analysis, evidence and probability.

Some people are so unsettled by this 
“out of the closet” personal perspective 
that they refuse to do business with an 
investment management company that 
I founded.

Just how can I support my position? I 
will provide proofs. You can choose to 
consider them. But before I do, a bit of 
warning would only be fair. People will 
invariably choose to believe what they 
want to believe. For various reasons, they 
will doggedly cling to their priori views 
on such issues as Evolutionism, the Big 
Bang Theory, and a myriad of subsidiary 
theories. 

I recall discussions with people who I 
consider quite intelligent and for whom 
I have high respect. They had no valid 
counter arguments to the facts and prob-
abilities that I laid out before them. Yet, 
they turned away… perhaps threatened 
and afraid of the implications that their 
worldview was false. Even such intel-
ligent people – puzzled as they were – 
deliberately chose to accept on faith the 
unexplainable and the impossibilities that 
apply to evolutionary theories. They, in 
effect, confirmed their religion.

The fact is that any worldview or cosmo-
logical thesis requires an element of faith. 
Whether an atheist, agnostic, or believer 
in a higher power, or someone practicing 
a new age variant, a measure of faith will 
be needed. But how much? That’s the 
key question. Just what facts, proofs and 
disproofs can be marshalled in support 

of the reasonableness of a chosen “faith?”
The vast majority of people have never re-

ally examined what they believe and why. 
They have never tested their views against 
science and reasonable logic. Many choose 
to simply accept what they’ve been told 
and will believe the views and values of 
the collective zeitgeist of the times. 

It’s amazing what 
crowds will believe!

Such perspectives are not well-advised… 
certainly not in financial markets, I can 
tell you. To simply refuse to consider facts 
or to test one’s views is unwise. As is well 
documented, the popular perspectives of 
the majority or the pulls of crowd psy-
chology will provide no more safety than 
a crowded strip of flypaper. Consensus 
views have been legendarily wrong and 
foolish, as the behaviours and beliefs of 
crowds are rarely logical or sophisticated. 

It is amazing what crowds will believe! 
In contrast, people who have the men-

tal discipline to remain unfazed by the 
seemingly metaphysical pull of a delu-
sional crowd and to remain calculated, 
clear-headed and unintimidated are the 
ones who do best in financial markets. 
Everyone else risks becoming a casualty 
should they hold the “wrong” majority 
view. The same is true in almost any other 
field – everywhere one will encounter the 
psychological pressure to concede to the 
popular view.

I have been a global investment analyst/
executive working in “Wall Street” envi-
rons now well into the fourth decade. At 
the outset, I seemed to be progressing well. 
I completed a B.Sc. and a graduate degree 
in less than 4 years. I was the 2nd youngest 
in my MBA class; youngest Vice President 
at a major national investment brokerage 
firm; youngest partner in a powerful and 
influential investment bank; Director of 
Research for a major Wall Street firm at 
the tender age of 33, etc. I may have been 
stupid, but I hid it well.

In 1986 I was even named a top global 
analyst by Euromoney magazine. During 
all this time in my profession, I practiced 
systematic, probabilistic, deductive, em-
pirical and logic analysis. I liked to be a 
thinker. All that still applies… I hope. 

But how could that be? All that time I was a 
Creationist. Therefore, isn’t something awry? 

Here I will throw down the gauntlet. To this 
day, I have yet to encounter anyone who could 
conclusively prove evolution as a fact, or for 
that matter, disprove Creationism. Not one. 

I offer an open invitation and will challenge 
anyone. I would even go so far as to defy any-
one to prove Evolutionism to be a reasonable 
“theory.” The evidence clearly reveals it to be 
the most “primitive” of religions based on the 
allegations of “science” itself.

By necessity, I can only deal with a few main 
points. My main objectives are to urge the 
consideration of the “reasonability” of what is 
believed and to challenge people to think and 
consider the evidence for what they believe.

Evolution remains a theory. That is a fact, as 
you will see. Yet, disingenuously and dishon-
estly, many people (including those who con-
sider themselves scientists) speak as if it is fact. 

No, evolution is a theory. In fact, as the evi-
dence shows, it is a desperate theory as it does 
not rest on scientific facts. Many questions 
remain open that the evolutionists cannot 
answer – virtually millions upon millions of 
inconsistencies and impossibilities that have 
not found explanation or resolution. Evolu-
tionists can only offer speculative theories and 
imaginings that have no evidential support. 
So, to say that Evolutionism is a scientific 
theory is even to mock the legitimate historical 
discipline of science.

Only two options
To begin, how many options are there in 

answering the questions of the origins of 
life on earth? Basically, there are only two 
systematic approaches (not counting various 
hybrids). These are Naturalism and Crea-
tionism. Which of these cosmological views 
requires the least amount of faith? Which can 
be disproven by scientific observation? Which 
one requires a lack of reasonableness?

I often hear that science and religion are 
incompatible. This is not true for a number 
of reasons, and certainly not for the Judeo-
Christian faiths. In the first place, this claim is 
ludicrous simply because of the fact that most 

of the founders of modern science were Chris-
tians (this includes Pascal, Boyle, Newton, 
Bernoulli, Mendel, Pasteur… the list is long).

These were people who believed in the crea-
tion account in the Bible as it seemed obvious 
and sensible to them. They possessed a Bibli-
cal worldview. To them, their discoveries and 
inventions did not invalidate either the Bible 
or the existence of a Creator. These only served 
to magnify their reverence for God. Many of 
them took a deep interest in theology.

The tired debate that has been fought over 
the past two centuries, staging the Bible as be-
ing in opposition to science, is entirely miscast. 
Yes, there have been many misguided people, 
theologians and religious institutions who 
took positions against natural science (for 
example that the earth is round and revolves 
around the sun) out of ignorance or outright 
mendacity.

Nevertheless, there is not one statement in 
the Bible that misaligns with the physical sci-
ences, apart from miracles. After all, that is 
the definition of a true miracle… something 
occurring that cannot be explained in the 
three-dimensional realm. The difference to be 
noted here between Evolutionism and Crea-
tionism is that it is only the latter that provides 
full disclosure on the roles of miracles and the 
supernatural. Evolutionists require millions 
upon millions of miracles – not only indi-
vidually or sequentially, but simultaneously 
and repeatedly – to make their theories work. 

Then, how has science come to argue against 
a Deity? To answer this, we first must define 
what we mean by science. It goes without 
saying that it covers a wide arena of inquiry. 
Some science is more of an observational type. 
It studies natural processes or things and 
documents them as they are. Another science 
is applied science. It builds on that which is 
observed and may find other applications for 
the natural laws and phenomena that it dis-
covers. Then, some of science concerns itself 
with explaining the “whys” and “wherefores” 
of what is observed. Here it ventures into the 
field of theory.

A hypothesis may align with what is ob-
served and can sometimes be successfully 
used to deduce other outcomes or to find new 

applications. However, a hypothesis or a 
theory is not the same as fact. Theory is 
not fact. Integrity and intellectual hon-
esty require that disclaimers are made, 
especially when involving speculative or 
philosophical views.

A very different pursuit under the name 
of “science” is the exploration of things 
and processes of the distant past – back 
to the beginnings of the universe and the 
origins of all things. Here, observations 
cannot be made in real time. Scientists 
were not around thousands (or as it may 
be claimed) millions of years ago, when 
things supposedly began. 

A metaphysical religion 
of pseudoscience

Such questions as how the universe came 
about and how life came to earth are the 
subjects of this branch of study. No harm 
there. However, somewhere along the 
line this field of research was uniquely 
co-opted by a religion… a metaphysical 
pseudoscience.

What is the difference between real sci-
ence and pseudoscience? Science depends 
on evidence and testing. Says Phillip 
Johnson, “Scientific methodology exists 
wherever theories are subjected to rigorous 
empirical testing, and it is absent wherever 
the practice is to protect a theory rather 
than to test it.”

A priori bias, as described, as well as the 
incredibly speculative musings (to the 
point of ludicrousness) by so-called scien-
tists recklessly supporting evolutionism, 
argue that science should have separated 
itself from this field of inquiry long ago. 
Why? As mentioned, it is a pseudoscience 
and because fanatic evolutionists give real 
science a bad name. Desperately clinging 
to their religion, they shamefully steal 
reputational legitimacy and credibility 
from “real science.” Today, the meaning 
of the word “science” has been completely 
changed. It is no longer the science (in the 
historical sense) of its founders. The word 
today means “anything ex-God.” 

Science is important and useful. The 
benefits to mankind of its understand-
ings and inventions are beyond measure. 
That said, it must also be recognised that 
such science has never been able to step 
outside the bounds of the physical or the 
observable (i.e. outside the Creation). It 
cannot be used to prove the non-existence 
of God nor to explain anything that could 
be outside of Creation. This would be 

impossible.
Let’s further examine “science” that 

concerns itself with the questions of the 
beginnings… what is sometimes referred 
to as “historical science.”

Let’s first deal with the basic question of 
life. For now, let’s leave aside the unfath-
omable complexities of a human being 
comprised of trillions upon trillions of 
organised, specialised and interdependent 
cells. The probability alone that random 
events could have produced the complex-
ity of a simple cell (one of the simplest self-
sustaining and replicating life forms) is so 
unlikely that to believe this is possible is 
to rely completely on metaphysical beliefs. 
It would represent a religion even more 
primitive than ancient nature worshippers 
who could at least recognise that there 
must be a higher power.

My undergraduate degree was in science 
with an emphasis in biology. I enjoyed 
learning about physics, biochemistry, 
genetics, and microbiology. In fact, I even 
enjoyed learning about invertebrate and 
vertebrate morphology. Not surprisingly, 
the prescribed textbooks for these latter 
courses were heavily laced with Evolu-
tionism. It was presented by my biology 
professors as fact… not theory.

Absolutely impossible!
One of the most impactful topics I 

studied was Histology (the study of the 
structures of a single cell). Even the most 
primitive of cells (this itself being a pre-
sumptuous statement, as we cannot really 
be sure what is a primitive cell) with few 
enzymes, DNA and RNA strands, is so in-
credibly complex it is IMPOSSIBLE that 
it could originate from random processes. 
Why impossible?

No one, were they to dig up a Rolex 
watch from an archaeological site, for 
instance, would think that it originated 
from random processes. A design would 
be evident. The Law of Entropy would 
otherwise have been overturned. Yet, the 
simplest enzyme (of which a minimum 
of 600 different kinds are required for a 
basic living cell) is countless more times as 
complex, specific and intricate.

The probability that just one of these 
enzymes could be formed by chance is 1 to 
1 047 give or take a few exponents. 

An enzyme, once randomly created, 
would then need to enter a stable, ordered 
configuration along with another 600-
plus randomly produced enzymes for it 
to serve any useful function. In addition, 
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consider that any molecule cannot be a 
mirror image of the molecule that is ac-
tually required. Otherwise, it would be 
deadly to a cell.

Then, what about the probability of a 
complete operating cell being formed 
out of a chance encounter of atoms and 
molecules? It is zero (as far as the human 
mind can comprehend). Multiplying a 
zero probability by billions upon billions 
of years still produces a big zero. 

Keep in mind that were it possible 
(which it isn’t) that such a randomly-
formed cell could occur in the first place, 
it would also have needed the mysterious 
spark of life. Right away it would need 
to begin functioning, consuming energy 
and dispelling waste. And not only that, 
this randomly formed cell would also 
have required an immense amount of pro-
grammed information in its RNA. If not, 
for example, how would it automatically 
start the process of mitosis (the complex 
reproduction of one cell into two)?

Considering the above-mentioned 
probabilities, what qualifies as religion… 
pseudo-science or Creationism? 

It cannot be proven
Evolution cannot be proven and Crea-

tionism cannot be disproven. Intellectual 
integrity would admit this logical conun-
drum and cause Evolutionists to come off 
their high horse with their baseless tactic 
of ridicule. It is not only Christians (who 
are Bible-believers) that reject Evolution-
ism. There are many agnostics and atheists 
who do as well. Why? They do not have 
enough faith to believe in Evolutionism.

It has already been known for many 
decades that impossible processes and 
probabilities are required to validate the 
theory of evolution as well as the random 
creation of life. Even many secular scien-
tists (some who would consider themselves 
atheists) have admitted to the impossible 
probabilities of even one amino acid being 
formed by random chance (this the basic 
building block of all enzymes, RNA and 
DNA… all polypeptides).

Incidentally, there exist many bona fide 
scientists today who are Creationists. 

Unfortunately, admitting to such a belief 
apparently does not accelerate one’s career 
in academia. This black-balling also ap-
plies to any profession with a public profile 
– from politician to a global investment 
strategist. 

Creationist scientists do not protest pro-
viding the evidence for their views. There 
are some very excellent science journals 
available that adhere to Creationism! 
They provide fascinating and thoughtful 
scientific perspectives. (For example, see 
Journal of Creation or the website of the 
Creation Research Institute, for a large 
reserve of peer-reviewed scientific papers. 
Most readers will prefer somewhat lighter 
fare such as the Creation magazine. I 
devour this bi-monthly publication from 
cover to cover. It is both fascinating and 
thought-provoking.)

But let’s change course here for a moment 
and review an unaligned perspective of a 
famous avowed atheist. According to the 
late Fred Hoyle (a famous astronomer and 
somewhat provocative scientist): “There 
are about 2 000 enzymes, and the chance 
of obtaining them all in a random trial is 
only one part in 10-to-the-power-of-40 
000, an outrageously small probability 
that could not be faced even if the whole 
universe consisted of organic soup.”

Do you have any notion of what an 
exponential power of 40 000 actually 
means? Really, it is not a concept that 
is comprehensible to the human. There 
wouldn’t be enough space in the known 
universe to hold all the failed molecules 
that supposedly would have resulted 
from the claimed experimental process 
of randomness. There are other estimates 
of these probabilities and these are heavily 
debated. However, for all intents, the scale 
of the improbability cannot be contested.

Yet still, people persist in clinging to 
the theory of random creation of life. The 
same Fred Hoyle made this comment: 
“Once we see, however, that the prob-
ability of life originating at random is so 
utterly miniscule as to make it absurd… 
that one wonders why it is not widely ac-
cepted as being self-evident. The reasons 
are psychological rather than scientific.”

Hoyle saw this persistence in believing 
in something that is impossible as a “psy-
chological” problem. The problem is not 
entirely psychological for scientists who 
study cosmology. It is a result of there 
being no option other than to accept the 

creation account. It would be a logical 
choice, but heaven forbid that there could 
be a Creator because that would mean 
there is a God. 

Yet, if Evolutionism is proven poppy-
cock, then there really is only one sys-
tematic alternative – Creationism. And 
why not? There is not one shred of any 
scientific fact that disproves or invalidates 
Creationism, and Evolutionists know this.

Ever more inventive 
and hilarious

Large gaps and holes remain in evolu-
tionary theories, forcing its advocates to 
become ever more inventive and hilarious. 
Faced with fossil evidence that bears out 
a world history of perhaps millions of 
dying species, they spin a false story of 
evolution… of a process of new life, ad-
vancement, and expanding chromosomal 
information. It is the exact opposite, as 
any child would agree. It has been a history 
of death and lost genetic information, not 
new life. This would be obvious to anyone 
honestly looking at the evidence.

Today’s evolutionary theorists and “big 
bang” advocates regarding the begin-
ning of the universe are already far past 
midnight. They have had their chance to 
find supporting evidence. With respect to 
the theory of evolution, for 150 years and 
more, we have allowed them to continue 
digging for fossils; to continue to develop 
and systemise their theories. Yet, they have 
not found any conclusive proofs for their 
theories.

They have not conclusively found the 
“missing links;” they have not shown nor 
proven that life can come from inanimate 
matter; and they continue to refuse to ac-
cept the statistical impossibility of even 
the most primitive of cells forming from 
random forces, let alone even one protein 
or enzyme.

True science would acknowledge facts 
and evidence. Adaptations and differences 
in the “kinds” of living creatures wouldn’t 
be fraudulently passed off as evolution and 
scientists wouldn’t need to twist and turn 
their theories to fit their bias. This is one 
more indication that the evolution theory 
is not science but religion. It chooses a 

belief system that is directly in conflict 
with facts and reasonability. It also is in 
conflict with the Bible. 

Many Christians don’t have the courage 
to hold to Creationism. They are intimi-
dated by the supposedly “expert” claims 
of modern science. They do not want to 
feel ostracised from the popular views of 
their culture.

I genuinely appreciate the discoveries 
of gifted scientists. How could one reject 
wonderful new discoveries and inven-
tions? That would be sheer foolishness. 
However, some realism and perspective is 
useful here. Scientists are humans.

This may be surprising to learn: Much 
activity under the rubric of science is cor-
rupt. There is an increasing recognition of 
this fact in the media in recent years. An 
alarming number of researchers have been 
caught falsifying their data and results. 
There is tremendous pressure to produce 
results in order to win recognition and 
contracts. Science journals have been 
forced to tighten up peer review require-
ments for research articles. Surveys have 
revealed an alarmingly high rate of errors 
in experiment validation and in the sup-
porting references in published papers.

This should not be surprising. This cor-
ruption parallels the trends witnessed in 
financial markets and most everywhere 
else. As with everything, money makes the 
world go around. It can bias perspectives 
and create bad incentives. The point here is 
that so-called scientists are fallible human 
beings like everyone else.

Many people are “cultural Christians” 
and do not hold a Biblical worldview. Ef-
fectively, by denying the creation account, 
one has invalidated the entire Bible. Jesus 
Christ is therefore cast as a liar. The New 
Testament records Christ referring to 
the “creation” as the beginning a number 
of times (Matthew 25:34, Mark 10:6, 
John 17:24). Mark records him saying 
specifically “...from the beginning, when 
God created the world, until now (Mark 
13:19)...” On none of these occasions does 
Jesus refute the Genesis creation account 
nor provide any clarifications or correc-
tions. None were needed.

What happens after I die?
Evolutionism is a religious belief system 

that also fails to satisfactorily answer the 
questions that hauntingly harbour in the 
souls of all mankind. Why do I exist? 
What is my purpose? What happens to me 
after I die? Is my existence meaningless? 

What thinking and intellectually-honest 
person will not admit to such thoughts?

The fact that these questions even exist 
is itself a refutation of the evolutionary 
theories of the origin of man. Concepts as 
are revealed by these questions do not and 
cannot “evolve” from primordial slime nor 
are these organically transmitted from one 
living organism to another. 

The greatest atheistic thinkers (whether 
scientists or philosophers) have no answer 
to these “why” questions. “Why does the 
universe even go to the bother of exist-
ing?” questions the famous cosmological 
physicist, Stephen Hawking. The fact that 
all mankind has ingrained in them such 
concepts as “love” and “justice” alone 
proves naturalism cannot explain the in-
ner thoughts and destinies of man. What 
human being does not feel wronged when 
some action is deemed to be “unfair?” 
These are ideas and concepts that evolu-
tion has no need, nor means, to develop. 

Yet, our society taunts Creation believ-
ers as being “primitive” should they hold 
the view that the Theory of Evolution is 
not supported by evidence. Apparently, 
therefore, I am not a credible economist, 
money manager or global analyst. You 
therefore should not do any business with 
anyone of my ilk. That’s illogical. Let the 
evidence show for what it is. 

What I rankle against is that we live 
in a society that arrogantly elevates its 
“consensus views” to a state of manifest 
superiority without the burden of proof, 
therefore condemning all bona-fide, Bible-
believing Christians as simpletons. 

Before examination, before discussion, 
before any reasoning on the part of the 
secularist “consensus” holder, if you are 
associated with a Bible-believing perspec-
tive, by the popular mores of our culture 
and the world you are therefore presumed 
to be primitive and stupid.

As I have shown, it couldn’t be more 
opposite. We should be contemptible of 
those who never think nor examine the 
evidence for what they believe, who un-
critically gobble up the pabulum served 
up by misinformed societal consensus and 
who are frightened to hold an independ-
ent view.

Who is more courageous? Who is refus-
ing to think honestly and without bias? 
Just who is willing to let the facts stand? 
Who cares about truth?

Evolutionism is actually one of the 
world’s great terrorist religions. It has a 
deceptive agenda pushed by unethical 

religionists. To repeat, it is not science 
but pseudoscience and a blind faith in 
metaphysics.

All this can only be so out of a spirit that 
refuses to acknowledge the existence of a 
loving, yet authoritative God. However, 
God is not mocked. The wonderful work 
of his hands – we who are fearfully and 
wonderfully made (Psalm 139:14); mor-
tal man whose days are numbered upon 
earth… who shall return unto dust… 
who is dependent upon the Creator for 
salvation and eternity. Who ridicules this 
Great God?

To this day, the secular “scientific” theo-
ries of beginnings and evolution are un-
proven. As scientists discover additional 
complexities of Creation, their theories 
become ever more contorted, imaginative, 
and ludicrous. Too many impossibilities 
and contradictions are encountered. To 
this day, no “scientist” has proven that 
something complex can autonomously 
arise from nothingness and randomness.

People who won’t believe 
in God must deny the facts

Sadly, facts and logical deduction aren’t 
the deciding factor. People who don’t want 
to believe in Creation and a personal God 
therefore must deny the facts. They will 
hold on to the unproven and the foolish.

We see that supposedly learned people 
don’t heed facts. Why? Because much of 
the thinking in this field of Evolutionism 
is driven by a priori adherence to atheism 
and a denial of Biblical Creation. And that 
is not all. For some reason, this branch 
of so-called scientific inquiry feels itself 
above the requirement of proofs and ob-
servation to elevate its beliefs as fact. They 
must do so dishonestly. It is tragic that 
most people do not see the folly.

Will you believe that there is a God? 
Will you believe the facts and the Truth? 
Do you believe that God created you? It 
is wonderful to ponder on the truth that 
God created you and knows you to be 
a special individual. You are known to 
Him. He wants to have a relationship with 
us and wishes that none of His human 
creations would go lost (2 Peter 3:9). He 
therefore sent his Son Jesus Christ, and 
promised that whosoever would believe 
that he was his Son, that they would have 
eternal life (John 3:16). 
Wilfred J. Hahn is a global economist/strategist. For-
merly a top-ranked global analyst, research director 
for a major Wall Street investment bank, and head 
of Canada’s largest global investment operation, his 
writings focus on the endtime roles of money, economics 
and globalisation. 
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The sweet 
aroma of 
Elisabeth 

Elliot’s life
by Ginny Dent Brant

ELISABETH Elliot was an inspira-
tional author and speaker whose 

books, courageous faith and words of 
wisdom influenced generations around 
the world. She was respected as a mis-
sionary who inspired many to serve 
God with reckless abandon. She gradu-
ated through the “Gates of Splendour” 
to her heavenly reward on Monday, June 
15 this year, at the age of 88. In her later 
years she suffered with dementia.

Elisabeth was born to missionary par-
ents in Brussels, Belgium, and the family 
soon relocated to the U.S. where she saw 
first-hand what a life serving others could 
mean. Her parents modelled their faith for 
her daily, resulting in her sensing a call to 
missionary service at an early age.

As a young woman, Elisabeth fondly 
remembered the mentor God provided 
for her when she was a student at Prairie 
Bible Institute. “Many were the after-
noons when Mrs Cunningham poured tea 
for me and I poured my soul out to her,” 
Elisabeth recalled. “Above all,” Elisabeth 
reflected, “she herself was the message.”

After graduating from Wheaton Col-
lege, Elisabeth surrendered to missionary service in Ecuador. In 1953, she married 

Jim Elliot, a former Wheaton College 
classmate, and together they worked on 
translating the Bible into the language of 
the Quichua Indians. 

In January 1956, 10 months after the 
birth of their daughter Valerie, Jim and his 
comrades were speared by Auca Indians 
while attempting to make contact with 
them to share the Gospel.

Although Elisabeth was only 28 years old 
when her faith was put to the test, she was 
well-grounded. In her moment of dark-
ness, she sought refuge in God and His 
Word. While the normal reaction could 
be to cower in fear and retreat to safety, 
Elisabeth persisted in her obedience to 
God’s call and eventually took her daugh-
ter Valerie to work among the Aucas – the 
tribe that speared her husband. She was a 
radical in her day.

Elisabeth understood that God uses 
every circumstance for His purpose, and 
felt, “Somehow God was in this.” God 
used the tragedy and her actions to paint 
a picture of forgiveness to the world and 
to mould her into one of His choicest 
servants. Her life became “Her Message” 
to millions.

Through Gates of Splendour was Elisa-
beth’s first and best-selling book. It shares 
the story of their attempt to reach the Au-
cas. As the book continues to be reprinted, 
updates about the families of Jim Elliot 
and the four other men who were slain 
and the miraculous work to the Auca tribe 
continue to be added.

Elisabeth believed, “If we want real life, 
our hearts must be set on glory.” She set 
her goals on living for eternity, and that 
carried her through many trials in life. The 
title of the book is derived from the fourth 

stanza of the hymn, We Rest on Thee. 
The wives of the martyred missionaries 

sang this hymn at their memorial service – 
a hymn also sung by their husbands before 
they entered the Auca territory.

Life magazine documented their tragedy 
and credited their “Mission to Forgive” 
with propelling the evangelistic mission-
ary movement in the 1950s.

The movie The End of the Spear portrays 
the moving story of the plan God had 
from the beginning to reach the Aucas. 
Nine years after the tragedy, the Gospel 
of Mark was translated into the Auca 
language and many, including one of the 
killers, Mincaye, would give their lives to 
Christ.

Elisabeth’s other well-loved titles in-
clude Passion & Purity, Let Me Be a 
Woman, God’s Guidance and The Shap-
ing of a Christian Family. She poured her 
God-given wisdom into more than 30 
books and a popular radio programme, 
Gateway to Joy. As Elisabeth always said, 
“Anything, if offered to God, can and will 
become your gateway to joy.”

When Elisabeth’s daughter Valerie 
turned 8, they returned to America. After 
Valerie graduated from Wheaton College, 
she married Walter Shepard, a pastor 
whose family served as missionaries in 
the Congo. Their marriage has produced 

eight children.
Valerie cherishes her memories growing 

up in the jungle and describes her child-
hood as adventurous, happy and simple. 
She learned to forgive fearlessly and love 
tremendously.

In 2010 she wrote a children’s memoir 
about her jungle experiences which tells 
this same amazing story through her eyes 
called Pilipinto’s Happiness: The Jungle 
Childhood of Valerie Elliot.

In 1969, Elisabeth married Addison 
Leitch, a professor of theology at Gordon-
Conwell Seminary. After his death in 
1973, she began teaching at Gordon-
Conwell.

In 1977, she married Lars Gren, a hos-
pital chaplain, who helped her manage 
her ministry and served as her faithful 
companion and caretaker during her 
decline with dementia. Although she was 
unable to write books or speak in public, 
her words of wisdom continue to inspire 
many today.

Two years ago I was invited to have tea 
with Elisabeth and Lars. I marvelled at 
the opportunity to meet this courageous 
woman who has humbly modelled the 
Beatitudes that Jesus taught to the world. 
Her home was filled with pictures display-
ing her life in the jungle, her husband Lars 
Gren and her daughter Valerie Shepard 

(and son-in-law Walt) and her eight 
grandchildren.

When accolades were given, she always 
pointed heavenward, giving praise to God 
and referring to herself as “A very small 
fish in a very big pond.” For a small fish, 
she has undoubtedly created a lot of ripples 
which caused others to look heavenward 
and desire to follow in her footsteps.

While at her home, I sensed the over-
flowing cup of her life – a life that mod-
elled obedience, trust and setting her 
desires on eternity. Actions speak louder 
than words. Her life will continue to 
resonate as a sweet aroma for God long 
after her graduation to glory. 

She wrote in 1996: “While it is perfectly 
true that some of my worst fears did, in 
fact, materialise, I see them now as ‘an 
abyss and mass of mercies,’ appointed and 
assigned by a loving and merciful Father 
who sees the end from the beginning. He 
asks us to trust Him. Trust Him! Do what 
He says!” 
With grateful acknowledgements to Godreports

Elisabeth, Valerie, and the Quichuas

Elisabeth and Jim

Quote/unquote...
“Can any deny that in the modern 

church setup the main cause of 
anxiety is money? Yet that which 

tries the modern churches the most, 
troubled the New Testament Church 

the least. 
Our accent is on paying; their’s was 

on praying. When we have paid, 
the place is taken; when they had 

prayed, the place was shaken!”
Leonard Ravenhill
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by Brad Furges

LAST April, spontaneous protests 
broke out in the U.S. city of Balti-

more after the funeral of Freddie Gray 
who had died from injuries suffered 
during his arrest by city police. As ten-
sions escalated, the media captured the 
civil unrest and what some described as 
rank hooliganism, resulting in several 
police officers being seriously injured 
and the arrest of a few hundred peo-
ple.  The governor of Maryland called 
for a state of emergency in the city 
limits and deployed thousands of police 
and Maryland Army National Guard 
troops.  

However, the handling of the protests 
and the subsequent indictments of the 
six police officers involved in Gray’s arrest 
led to much debate and controversy. This 
further amplified the mounting social and 
political division in America.

During a press conference, Baltimore’s 
mayor stated, “It’s a very delicate balanc-
ing act. Because while we try to make sure 
that they were protected from the cars and 
other things that were going on, we also 
gave those who wished to destroy space to 
do that as well…” 

The phrase “we also gave those who 
wished to destroy space to do that as well” 
was interpreted by many as an indication 
that the mayor was giving protesters 
license to destroy property, while others 
insisted that the mayor meant something 
altogether different. At any rate, the police 
force was given orders to “stand down” as 
rioters blatantly broke the law by burning, 
looting and destroying public and private 
property.

As Christians, we are commanded by the 
Lord “not to resist an evil person” and to 
“turn the other cheek (Matthew 5:39).”

 However, nowhere in Scripture are we 
instructed to “lay down our arms,” or to 
“stand down” –to relax from a state of 
alertness – when it comes to our ongoing 
battle with the world, the flesh and the 
devil. This is clearly expressed in the fol-
lowing Scripture passages:
For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. 
And this is the victory that has overcome the world 
– our faith (1 John 5:4).
Therefore put to death your members which are 
on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, 
evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry 
(Colossians 3:5).
Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary 
the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking 

whom he may devour. Resist him, steadfast in the 
faith (1 Peter 5:8&9).

The well-known Bible commentator, 
Matthew Henry, said that “every Chris-
tian is enlisted under Christ’s banner, to 
strive against sin, against sinful doctrines, 
sinful practices, and sinful habits and 
customs – both in himself and in others.”

Tragically, within the Church world, we 
are now witnessing a gradual uptick in 
those who once seemed to walk with the 
Lord who undoubtedly have fallen under 
a strong delusion and have been overtaken 
by seducing spirits because they would not 
“receive the love of the truth, that they 
might be saved (2 Thessalonians 2:10&11).”

They are standing down, living in a man-
ner contrary to God’s will and purposes 
for them. Rather than choose to give up 
their sin and their idols and align them-
selves with the Lord, they actually blame 
Him for not taking their sinful desires 
away. And then they continue to willfully 
persist in their sin and rebellion, dodging 
the Lord’s call to repentance (2 Peter 3:9, 
Acts 3:19) and total surrender (Matthew 
16:24).

Little by little
Take the children of Israel as an example. 

They had a mandate from God to take the 
Promised Land. I’m sure they would have 
preferred the Lord to miraculously empty 
the land of all their enemies – without 
them having to lift a finger. And it is true 
that the Lord wanted the Promised Land 
ridded of these devil worshipers. But He 
also had a secondary objective in mind 
as well. He had promised that He would 
drive out their enemies “little by little 
(Exodus 23:30).” He prepared the way but 
commanded them to actually go in and 
fight and possess the land He’d already 
given them. In other words, He wanted 

them to do the fighting!
As deception and darkness increase 

throughout the world, believers should be 
shining brighter and brighter with each 
passing day. Jesus said that His disciples 
are “the salt of the earth” and “the light 
of the world (Matthew 5:13&14).”

In order to let our lights shine, we must 
take a solid stand for God’s truth in our 
homes, local church, on the job and in our 
communities. We must strive to walk in 
purity and with integrity in this wicked, 
perverse generation. It is only through 
God’s grace that we learn to contend 
for a pure life in an impure world (Titus 
2:11&12). And by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, we are able to fight the good fight 
of faith (Zechariah 4:6, 1 Timothy 6:12).

Before surrendering my life to Jesus, I 
professed Christianity but I was anything 
but a fighter. I repeatedly caved in to the 
dictates of my flesh, was deeply influenced 
and governed by a worldly mindset and 
was oblivious to the fact that I’d been 
“taken captive by the devil to do his will 
(2 Timothy 2:26).” What a sad, miserable 
state of affairs! A true picture of standing 
down!

However, in the late 1990s the Lord 
allowed me to go down “the spiral of deg-
radation” described in Romans 1 in order 
to bring me to an end of myself. Eventu-
ally, He rescued me and graciously trans-
formed me into a real fighter. I became a 
lifetime member of His Special Forces.

During the early days of my training and 
walk with the Lord, I often longed for 
some miracle button to press that would 
grant me instantaneous deliverance and 
spiritual advancement. 

I realise today that I wasn’t alone in my 
wishful thinking along these lines!  But 
the Word of God instructs us to cast off 
the works of darkness, for us to put on the 
armour of light (Romans 13:12) and for 
us to stand against spiritual wickedness 
(Ephesians 6:10-18).

So, the Word of God is clear. True 
soldiers of Jesus Christ must never stand 
down. They are called to take a stand in 
the spiritual conflict that has been rag-
ing for centuries, while “looking for the 
blessed hope and glorious appearing of our 
great God and Saviour Jesus Christ, who 
gave Himself for us, that He might redeem 
us from every lawless deed and purify for 
Himself His own special people, zealous 
for good works (Titus 2:13&14). 
Copyright © 2015 by Pure Life Ministries. 

When standing down is not an option

by Octavius Winslow

CULTIVATE frequent and devout contemplations of 
the glory of Christ. Immense will be the benefit ac-

cruing to your soul. 
The mind thus preoccupied, filled, and expanded, will be ena-

bled to present a stronger resistance to the ever advancing and 
insidious encroachments of the world. No place will be found 
for vain thoughts, and no desire or time for carnal enjoyments. 

Oh, how crucifying and sanctifying are clear views of the glory 
of Emmanuel! How emptying, humbling, and abasing! 

With the patriarch, we then exclaim, “I abhor myself, and 
repent in dust and ashes (Job 42:6).” And with the prophet, 
“Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean 
lips… for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts (Isaiah 
6:5).” And with the apostle, “But God forbid that I should glory, 
save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world 
is crucified unto me, and I unto the world (Galatians 6:14).”

Oh, then, aim to get your mind filled with enlarged and yet 
expanding views of the glory of the Redeemer. Let it, in all the 
discoveries it affords of the Divine mind and majesty, be the one 
subject of your thoughts – the one theme of your conversation. 

Place no limit to your knowledge of Christ. Ever consider 
that you have but read the preface to the volume; you have but 
touched the fringe of the sea. Stretching far away beyond you, 

are undiscovered beauties, and precious views, and sparkling 
glories – each encouraging your advance, inviting your research, 
and asking the homage of your faith, the tribute of your love, 
and the dedication of your life.

Go forward, then! The glories that yet must be revealed to you 
in a growing knowledge of Jesus – what imagination can con-
ceive, what pen can describe them? Jesus stands ready to unveil 
all the beauties of His person; and to admit you into the very 
pavilion of His love. There is not a chamber of His heart that 
He will not throw open to you – not a blessing that He will not 
bestow upon you – not a glory that He will not show to you.

You shall see greater things than you have yet seen: greater 
depths of your sin shall be revealed, deeper sense of the cleansing 
efficacy of the atoning blood shall be felt, clearer views of your 
acceptance in the Beloved, greater discoveries of God’s love, 
and greater depths of grace and glory in Jesus shall be enjoyed.

Your communion with God shall be closer, and more the fruit 
of adopting love in your heart. Your feet shall be as hinds’ feet, 
and you shall walk on high places. 

Your peace shall flow as a river, and your righteousness as the 
waves of the sea. Sorrow shall wound you less deeply, afflic-
tion shall press you less heavily, tribulation shall affect you less 
keenly, all this, and infinitely more, will result from your deeper 
knowledge of Jesus. 

Contemplate the glory of Christ
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058325, Account number 052449815)
Prepare the Way

Box 377 
Merrivale 3291

E-mail: info@prepare.co.za
Please specify where you’d like your 

gift to be used

Will you help us be a blessing?

by Britt Gillette 

WHEN the disciples asked Jesus to 
describe the signs of His coming 

and the end of the age, He pointed to 
many signs. But one of the most often 
overlooked is the idea that when He 
returns, the world will be “like it was in 
the days of Noah (Matthew 24:37-41).”

So what were those days like? And does 
life today look anything like it did in the 
days of Noah? If so, we have yet another 
reason to expect the soon return of Jesus. 

Fortunately, there’s no need to guess. 
We know exactly what those days were 
like. Both the book of Genesis and Jesus 
Himself tell us.

The World in the 
Days of Noah

Here are four key points the Bible reveals 
about the world in which Noah lived:
1) The World Was Wicked, Corrupt, 
and Violent – The Bible tells us that God 
looked upon the world in Noah’s day and 
saw corruption, violence, and wickedness 
(Genesis 6:11). In fact, humans were so 
wicked, they continuously thought of 
nothing but evil (Genesis 6:5).
2) The World Was Ignorant of What 
Was About to Happen – Also in those 
days, the people of the world lived unaware 
of the judegment about to take place. 
In fact, according to Jesus, people lived 

normal lives right up until the moment 
of their own destruction. They ate. They 
drank, and they hosted parties. And the 
entire time, they remained ignorant of 
what was just around the corner – oblivi-
ous to the coming flood.
3) Noah and His Family Knew What 
Would Happen – But unlike the rest of 
the world, Noah and his family knew all 
about the flood and prepared themselves 
for it. How did they know? Because God 
told them. He told Noah He would 
destroy every living creature and wipe 
out everyone but Noah and his family 
(Genesis 6:13).
4) Noah and His Family Were Saved 
– It wasn’t luck that saved Noah and his 
family. God saved them on purpose. Why? 
The Bible tells us because “Noah found 
favour with God (Genesis 6:8).” And the 
reason he found favour is because Noah 
was the only blameless person on earth – a 
man who walked in close fellowship with 
God (Genesis 6:9).

But how was Noah “blameless?” After 
all, the Bible tells us no one is righteous, 
not one (Romans 3:10), and Noah was no 
exception. While Noah was not perfect 
in the eyes of the law, He had great faith 
in God. This is evidenced by his work on 
the ark for more than 100 years, and the 
Bible tells us Old Testament saints like 
Noah were justified by their faith.

For example, Abraham was counted 

as righteous because he believed in God 
(Galatians 3:6). So even though they lived 
and died before the crucifixion, the blood 
of Jesus still saved Abraham, Noah, and 
many others because of their faith. 

The World Today
Why is all this important? Because Jesus 

said these same conditions will be present 
before the Rapture. So do we see any 
similarities between today’s world and pre-
flood mankind? I believe we do. Let’s see 
how the same four points relate to today:
1) Wicked, Corrupt and Violent – As 
in Noah’s day, the world today is filled 
with wickedness, corruption, and vio-
lence. And while we may not yet be to the 
point where every thought of mankind 
is continuous evil (we can’t know what’s 
in everyone’s mind), a look at our world 
shows we’re very close.

For example, think of some of the de-
generate and evil TV programmes that 
invade people’s minds on a daily basis. 
Programmes that portray murder, rape, 
torture, and sexual immorality of every 
kind. In fact, sometimes the commercials 
are worse than the shows. And that’s just 
television. When you think of all the other 
messages society assaults us with every 
minute of every day, how could we not 
think of continual evil?
2) The World Is Ignorant – The world of 
today is ignorant of the coming Rapture, 

the Tribulation, and God’s impending 
judgement. Just as the pre-flood world 
ridiculed Noah, people today ridicule 
those who await the Rapture and the glori-
ous appearing of Jesus Christ. 

Almost 2 000 years ago, Peter warned 
of this. He said, in the last days, people 
will mock the idea of Christ’s return. He 
claimed they would say exactly what we 
hear today – things like, “I thought Jesus 
was coming back? What happened to His 
promise? Yet, since the beginning of the 
world, everything has remained the same 
(2 Peter 3:3&4)!”

Most people today don’t know what’s in 
the Bible. They mock what they think is 
silly, just as they mocked Noah for build-
ing a boat on dry land.
3) We Know What’s Going to Happen – 
Unlike the mockers, if you’ve studied the 
Bible (and the Second Coming prophecies 
in particular), you know what’s coming 
– just as Noah knew the flood was com-
ing. Why? Because God told you, just as 
He told Noah. He may not have verbally 
spoken to you, but His Word reveals eve-
rything you need to know. 

While the Bible says Jesus will come 
“like a thief in the night (2 Peter 3:10)” and 
“when least expected (Matthew 24:44),” it 
also says Christians will not be surprised. 

Here’s the full context of the passage:
“But you aren’t in the dark about these things, 
dear brothers and sisters, and you won’t be 
surprised when the day of the Lord comes like a 
thief. For you are all children of the light and of 
the day; we don’t belong to darkness and night. So 
be on your guard, not asleep like the others. Stay 
alert and be clearheaded (1 Thessalonians 5:4-6).”

Those who are alert and watchful rec-
ognise the signs. While the Rapture can 
happen at any time, and we can never 
know the day or the hour of His return 
(Matthew 24:36), we do have the ability 
to recognise the general timeframe. 

After all, Jesus Himself said, “When you 
see these things occur, look up. For your 
salvation is near (Luke 21:28)!” 

Like Noah, we’ve been warned. We can 
see the signs, and we know His coming 
is near. 
4) We Will Be Saved – Just like Noah, 
if you put your faith and trust in Jesus 
Christ, you will be saved. Why? Because 
the Tribulation will be a time of world-
wide judgement (Revelation 6:15-17), and 
there is no judgement for those who are in 
Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1).

Also, Jesus makes a promise to protect 
the faithful from “the great time of test-
ing that will come upon the whole world 
(Revelation 3:10).” This is “the Rapture” 

that so many Christians hope for, and it 
isn’t something new. God’s done it before. 
He spared Noah and his family from the 
flood (Genesis 6). He also brought Lot, his 
wife, and his two daughters out of Sodom 
and Gomorrah before He destroyed those 
cities (Genesis 19). Likewise, God will use 
the Rapture to save Christians from the 
Tribulation just as He used the ark to save 
Noah from the flood. 

Conclusion
All the signs of Christ’s coming to set 

up His Millennial Kingdom are present 
in this generation – the re-establishment 
of Israel, the Jewish people in Jerusalem, 
the emergence of specific geopolitical alli-
ances, and numerous other signs. Despite 
what the sceptics say, no previous genera-
tion of Christians can make this claim. 
This means the Rapture is closer than it’s 
ever been.

Yet even with all these signs, the world 
continues on as if nothing is out of the 
ordinary. This is just what the people in 
Noah’s day did before the flood came and 
swept them all away. And Jesus says this is 
exactly what we should expect to see be-
fore the Rapture. The fact that we do is yet 
another sign that He’s coming soon.  

As in the Days of Noah



The Ma es tro’s Touch

KZN’s premier piano people for
�tunings  restorations  repairs

�sales  �removals
� �

Midlands Piano Services
083-77-77-135, info@midlandspianos.co.za

www.midlandspianos.co.za

Prepare the Way22 Prepare the Way 23

Thanks to 
Elizabeth Kendall

Manna for mahala!
If you’d like to receive Peter Pollock’s Daily Manna devo-

tional, which will also take you through the whole Bible 
in a year, then go to our website (www.prepare.co.za), and on 
the home page go to the “Daily Manna Sign-up” at the top, 
fill in your details and we will e-mail it to you every morning. 
What’s more, it’s absolutely free!

Be There!
November 1

This is the date to diarise 
for this year’s final Pre-

pare the Way day, to be held 
at Mt Zion Church in Mer-
rivale (near Howick), start-
ing at 9.15 a.m. Peter Pollock 
will be preaching, and we’d 
love to see you there. 

PS: stay for lunch!

by Camilla Smith

I BELIEVE God will sometimes 
use extreme measures to get our 

attention.  This is a simple small tale 
of a life lesson… a lesson that I firmly 
believe God wanted me to learn, as He 
is “moulding and making me after His 
will.” 

I’ve always been an aesthetically-minded, 
visual person. Ever since I was a little girl, 
I was decorating my room, moving things 
around, improving and changing, upgrad-
ing and tweaking. Same goes for now, 
although at age 50, I have finally decided 
to leave the house alone and stop with the 
nonsense. They are just “things.” 

Maybe I am just an aggressive nester, but 
I love beautiful surroundings. Outdoors is 
no different. I work for hours and hours 
in f lower gardens, creating the perfect 
landscape for my eyes to behold, and tak-
ing great joy out of my little projects. So 
much so that I had to have 1 1/2 hectares 
to beautify. 

I’ve always loved willow trees. I had them 
for 20 years at my old house.  When we 
moved here 10 years ago, there was a wild 
willow near the street that had grown 
huge and majestic.  It was perfect.  My 
husband hated it. I loved it. But it wasn’t 
a weeping willow. I wanted a weeping wil-
low. An authentic, genuine old-fashioned 
weeping willow. Did I mention my hus-
band hates willows?  I don’t know how 
this happened. Aren’t they part of God’s 
beautiful creation? 

Anyway, after 10 years of living here, 
I whined enough and got my weeping 
willow tree this spring.  Of course, I’ve 
babied it, I nurtured it, and made sure it 
was smack dab in the middle of the yard 
out the back kitchen window. So happy… 
I now have TWO willow trees. 

Then, yesterday afternoon, a beautiful 
late spring day, I looked out the front 
window at my large old willow and it was 
lying on the ground. The entire tree. Just 
lying there, all leafed out… all 20 metres 
of it. Just laying there.  Not broken off, 
but uprooted.  I was in shock.  After an 
entire afternoon of cutting it to pieces 
and heaping it in the burn pile, I thought, 
Well, I’ ll just go and grow me another one! 

Today, it hit me.  Three weeks to the 
day after I got my baby weeping willow, 
my massive tree in the front yard was 
uprooted. We’d had a storm the night 

before. But this was a beautiful day. The 
tree was standing there in the morning 
after the storm. It was as if a mighty pair 
of hands had reached down and snatched 
a sapling out of the ground and gently laid 
it down. There weren’t even any broken 
branches. Not one. How symbolic. 

I tried to put the whole thing into 
perspective… of course, this was a silly 
thing.  People had lost roofs, homes, 
LIVES, to bad weather the week before. I 
needed to just forget about this. 

But God didn’t want me to forget about 
this. I believe He was teaching me a lesson 
– worshiping nature is not His will. And I 
was worshiping the creation, and not the 
Creator. Oh, I would tell myself, “Isn’t this 
just beautiful, what God has created.” But 
how many hours were literally being stolen 
from God while I worked feverishly in my 
beautification obsession? 

Anything except God
Pagans worship nature. Pagans worship 

idols. Pagans worship planets and moons 
and everything that God created in some 
form… but they do not worship God. They 
worship their gods. Other gods. Anything 
OTHER than the true God. 

I know it sounds silly, but I can almost 
imagine those Mighty Hands rubbing 
together and dusting the dirt off after 
laying that tree on the ground. Maybe this 
is not what happened at all. Maybe I am 
making a mountain out of a molehill and 
it was simply a weak tree. 

Even so, I believe there was a message in 
this for me. 

I cannot create Heaven on earth. I have 
tried, believe me, I have tried.  There is 

nothing I look forward to more than 
walking into God’s benevolence and see-
ing His Heaven.  There is nothing more 
beautiful that I can imagine – creation as 
God planned it, finally restored. And one 
uprooted willow tree is one less thing for 
me to be attached to, here on this planet. 
“Lay not up for yourself, treasures on earth, where 
moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves 
break through and steal. But lay up for yourselves, 
treasures in Heaven, where neither moth nor dust 
doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break 
through and steal. For where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also (Matthew 6:19&20).”

Clearly, when we make our treasures of 
things on earth, we are distancing our-
selves from our heavenly home and this 
is where our hearts should be. I think the 
Lord was making a cut-and-dry case for 
this, or this is how I see it now. 

The Lord’s Word is very clear about what 
and Whom we are to be focusing on as 
we journey through our lives as Chris-
tians. As a believer in the soon Rapture 
of the Church, I wake every day knowing 
that Jesus could call us Home soon and 
maybe all this overzealous gardening is 
an escape from the darkness in the world. 

But I learned a simple lesson this week. 
Even though I didn’t think I was worship-
ing anything but God and His creation, 
I was.  I know it now.  I’m humbled and 
repentant.  Which leads to another les-
son – always be content and thankful for 
what you have. 

So I’m ready for my next lesson because 
I want to please the Lord when I come 
into His kingdom. I want my life to have 
had meaning and value for His kingdom. 
I want my works in this life to have made 
a difference to somebody else in His king-
dom. I don’t want to have anything come 
between myself and my King. Certainly 
not a silly tree. 

The landscape is not the same without 
that magnificent specimen… and maybe 
that is the lesson in the willows. Nothing 
here will ever be perfect or lasting. That 
grandeur is saved for our Heavenly Eter-
nal Home.  Thank You, Father, for that 
promise. And thank You for our Blessed 
Hope, Jesus Christ.  

•Worshipping Willows•

BOKO HARAM: 
REGIONAL BATTLE 
LOOMS
In early June Nigeria’s new 
president, Muhammadu Bu-
hari, moved the command 
centre for the military opera-
tion against Boko Haram from 
the capital Abuja, to the Borno 
capital, Maiduguri: i.e. into the 
heart of the conflict zone. In a 
subsequent meeting, the lead-
ers of Nigeria, Niger, Chad, 
Cameroon and Benin agreed 
to set up the headquarters of 
the 8 700-strong multination-
al force to fight Boko Haram 
in N’Djamena, the Chadian 
capital. The multinational is 
scheduled to begin operations 
on July 30. Boko Haram has 
responded by escalating its 
attacks.

On June 22, two teenage 
girls were deployed as suicide 
bombers in a crowded market 
area of Maiduguri. One girl ex-
ploded near a mosque, killing 
about 30 people; the other girl 
ran from the market, scream-
ing as she went. Nobody else 
was killed when she exploded. 
As in other cases where young 
girls are used, these girls were 
most probably remotely deto-
nated. There is grave concern 
that Boko Haram is strapping 
explosives to kidnapped girls, 
specifically kidnapped Chris-
tian girls. It was the fourth 
suicide bombing in Maiduguri 
this month.

On   June 17, Boko Haram 
jihadist gunmen attacked Un-
gumawo and Lamina villages 
in Diffa, south-east Niger, kill-
ing at least 38 people as well as 
burning homes and property.

On June 15, Boko Haram 
suicide bombers on motor 
bikes rode into N’Djamena, 
the capital of Chad, explod-
ing outside the national police 
academy and another police fa-
cility, killing at least 37 people 
and wounding more than 100. 
MESOPOTAMIA: 
CHRISTIANS IN PERIL
Long War Journal (LW J) 
has identified a total of 117 
jihadist training camps across 
Mesopotamia, 85 in Syria and 
32 in Iraq. At least 11 of those 
camps are used exclusively 
to indoctrinate and provide 
military training to children. 
While some camps might be 
closed and others have been 
hit in coalition air-strikes, 
LWJ acknowledges there are 
doubtless many other camps 
that have not been advertised 
or identified. 

While this presents an enor-
mous threat to global security, 
it presents an even more im-
mediate and existential threat 
to the Christians of Mesopo-
tamia. Today, Mesopotamia’s 
mostly Assyrian Christian 
remnant is hunkered down 
behind heavy security, mostly 
in Iraqi Kurdistan behind the 

peshmerger (Kurdish forces), 
and in government-controlled 
areas of Syria behind the SAA 
(Syrian Arab Army).
TURKEY: 
ISLAMISATION AND 
RADICALISATION 
FUEL TENSION
Tensions are escalating over 
calls to open the 6th Century 
Byzantine Hagia Sophia (Holy 
Wisdom) church as a mosque. 
When Ottoman Turks con-
quered the Byzantine capi-
tal of Constantinople (now 
Istanbul) in 1453, they im-
mediately turned the church 
into a mosque. World War 1 
culminated in the break-up of 
the Ottoman Empire. In 1924 
the Caliphate was dissolved 
and in 1935 the now UN-
ESCO World Heritage listed 
Hagia Sophia was opened as 
a Museum. 

As fundamentalist Islam 
has revived, calls to open the 
former church to Muslim 
worship grow louder. On May 
24, hundreds of Muslims pro-
tested outside the church, 
demanding it be opened as a 
mosque. Some pious Turks are 
asserting that the conquest is 
not complete until all traces of 
Christian heritage are erased. 
On the evening of June 9 in 
an attack that may or may not 
be related to the Hagia Sophia 
issue, a Muslim screaming “Al-
lahu Akbar (God is greater)” 
set fire to a door at the Hagia 
Triada (Holy Trinity) Or-
thodox Church in Kadikoy, 
Istanbul (just across the Bos-
phorus Strait from the Hagia 
Sophia). While damage was 
minimal, church members are 
understandably anxious. Pray 
for the Church in Turkey.



24 Prepare the Way

Here are some inspiring quotes 
from Corrie ten Boom, who was 

imprisoned along with her family by 
the Nazis for enabling Jews to escape 
the Holocaust:
“You can never learn that Christ is all 
you need, until Christ is all you have.

“Do you know what hurts so very much? 
It’s love. Love is the strongest force in 
the world, and when it is blocked that 
means pain. There are two things we 
can do when this happens. We can kill 
that love so that it stops hurting. But 
then of course part of us dies, too. Or we 
can ask God to open up another route 
for that love to travel.”

“Today I know that such memories are 
the key not to the past, but to the future. 
I know that the experiences of our lives, 
when we let God use them, become the 
mysterious and perfect preparation for 
the work he will give us to do. ”

“Our wise Father in heaven knows 
when we’re going to need things. Don’t 
run out ahead of Him.”

“Love is larger than the walls which 
shut it in.”

“Even as the angry vengeful thoughts 
boiled through me, I saw the sin of 
them. Jesus Christ had died for this 
man; was I going to ask for more? Lord 
Jesus, I prayed, forgive me and help me 
to forgive him… Jesus, I cannot forgive 
him. Give me your forgiveness... And so 
I discovered that it is not on our forgive-
ness any more than on our goodness that 
the world’s healing hinges, but on His. 
When He tells us to love our enemies, 
He gives along with the command, the 
love itself.”

“If the devil cannot make us bad, he will 
make us busy.”

“You will find it is necessary to let things 
go, simply for the reason that they are 
too heavy.”

“Some knowledge is too heavy... you 
cannot bear it... your Father will carry 
it until you are able.”

“Don’t bother to give God instructions, 
just report for duty.”

 “God takes our sins – the past, present, 
and future, and dumps them in the sea 
and puts up a sign that says NO FISH-
ING ALLOWED.”

“Hold everything in your hands lightly, 
otherwise it hurts when God pries your 
fingers open.”

“Forgiveness is an act of the will, and 
the will can function regardless of the 
temperature of the heart.”

“Happiness isn’t something that de-
pends on our surroundings… it’s some-
thing we make inside ourselves.”

“Is prayer your steering wheel or your 
spare tire?”

“In darkness God’s truth shines most 
clear.”

“What wings are to a bird and sails to 
a ship, so is prayer to the soul.”

“With Jesus, even in our darkest mo-
ments the best remains and the very 
best is yet to be…”

“If you look at the world, you’ ll be 
distressed. If you look within, you’ ll 
be depressed. But if you look at Christ, 
you’ ll be at rest.”

“It is not my ability, but my response to 
God’s ability that counts.”

“This is what the past is for! Every expe-
rience God gives us, every person he puts 
in our lives is the perfect preparation for 
the future that only he can see.”

“Don’t pray when you feel like it. Have 
an appointment with the Lord and keep 
it. A man is powerful on his knees”

“The measure of a life, after all, is not 
its duration, but its donation.”

“There is no pit so deep, that God’s love 
is not deeper still.”

“If God sends us on stony paths, he 
provides strong shoes.”

“Worry is like a rocking chair: it keeps 
you moving but doesn’t get you any-
where.”

“Faith sees the invisible, believes the un-
believable, and receives the impossible.”

“Never be afraid to trust an unknown 
future to a known God.”

“Trying to do the Lord’s work in your 
own strength is the most confusing, 
exhausting, and tedious of all work. 
But when you are filled with the Holy 
Spirit, then the ministry of Jesus just 
flows out of you.”

“There is no panic in Heaven! God has 
no problems, only plans.”

“When I try, I fail. When I trust, He 
succeeds.”

“God never measures the mind… He 
always put His tape measure in the 
HEART.”

“Let God’s promises shine on your 
problems.”

“Worry does not empty tomorrow of its 
sorrow. It empties today of its strength.”

“Worry is a cycle of inefficient thoughts 
whirling around a centre of fear.”

“Now, I know in my experience that 
Jesus’ light is stronger than the biggest 
darkness.”

“Discernment is God’s call to interces-
sion, never to faultfinding.”

“The first step on the way to victory is to 
recognise the enemy.”

“Any concern too small to be turned into 
a prayer is too small to be made into a 
burden.”

Corrie said it…


